
 
 

 

 

Cair Paravel Latin School has always emphasized reading the literary classics. 
Through books, we enter the thoughts and lives of others, growing and learning 
alongside them, succeeding and failing, rejoicing and grieving, journeying and dying. 
It is among our greatest human delights. One of our jobs as educators and parents is 
to see that our children acquire not only the ability to read well, but also acquire a 
taste for what is good and beautiful in literature.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



For each grade we have selected books that:  

 

a) enlarge a student’s imagination about God, the world, or humanity;  

*“What then is the good of occupying our hearts with stories of what never happened and entering vicariously into 

feelings which we should try to avoid having in our own person?…The nearest I have yet got to an answer is that we seek 

an enlargement of our being. We want to be more than ourselves. Each of us by nature sees the whole world from one 

point of view with a perspective and a selectiveness peculiar to himself…we want to see with other eyes, to imagine with 

other imaginations, to feel with other hearts, as well as with our own.” (C. S. Lewis)  

 

b) evidence the highest quality writing and story-telling;  

*“I am almost inclined to set it up as a canon that a children’s story which is enjoyed only by children is a bad children’s 

story. The good ones last.” (C. S. Lewis)  

 

c) are conducive to the formation of virtue;  

*“A poem begins in delight and ends in wisdom, begins in delight and ends in a clarification of life” (Robert Frost)  

 

d) are “age-appropriate,” even if challenging;  

*”Perhaps it is only in childhood that books have any deep influence on our lives…but in childhood all books are books of 
divination…they influence the future.” (Graham Greene)  

 

e) have endured the test of time or have influenced literate culture;  

*“A classic is a book that has never finished saying what it has to say.” (Italo Calvino)  

 

f) integrate with other areas of the curriculum.  

*“the great tradition in philosophy has held that knowledge is analogous, that is, one integral structure having many parts 

but moving together and arranged from within by its intrinsic nature…In an integrated program of studies every subject is 

seen in the light of each and all.” (John Senior)  

In addition to the books that students may read in class with their fellow students and teachers, we hope to help students 

develop the habit of reading books on their own. In order to do this, we require students in first grade through sixth grade 

to keep a “literature log” of the books they read outside of class. Each book they read will receive a particular point value 

based on its length and difficulty. Students will receive a grade based on their accumulated points for each quarter. This 

grade will represent 10% of their Reading Grade for the quarter. Literature grades will be calculated quarterly and excess 

points will be carried over to the following quarter.  

 

Students may earn points for a book if a) they read it on their own, b) someone reads it to them, or c) they listen to an 

audio version of the book.  (There is a limit of one audio book per quarter.)  In order to encourage families to read 

together, when they do so, each student in the family will receive the appropriate credit for the book, according to their 

grade levels. If a child listens to an audio version of a book, we ask parents to verify that their children are appropriately 

attentive while the recording is playing. Books read aloud by the teacher in class, however, do not count toward the 

reading requirement. Books assigned but read by the student on their own may count. Ideally, students should read works 

from the designated Literature List in this handbook, which have been selected by CPLS according to the above criteria. 

However, depending on a student’s interest, they may also receive points for books not on the list, though they will not 

receive as many points as a listed book of similar length and difficulty. (See “Calculating Point Values…” section.) Books 

read during the summer may also count toward the reading requirement for the upcoming year. Some students may read 

more than a year’s requirement during the summer break. While this is a worthy accomplishment, we urge parents to 

encourage their children to continue reading throughout the school year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Requirements 
Students in grades one and two will be required to read (or have read to them) and record the titles of forty books per 

year, including picture books. Fifty textual pages are required to count as one book.  

 

Students in grades three through six will receive grades according to the table below. 

  

A  B  C 

          19-21          16-18               13-15         6th grade 

           18+                  15-17               13-14         5th grade 

           14+                  12-13               10-11         4th grade 

           11+                  10-9                  8                3rd grade 

 

Students in grades seven through twelve are required to read a core selection of novels, plays, biographies, poems, and 

other books in their respective literature classes. Therefore, they are not required to maintain a “literature log,” but are 

required to read assigned novels each summer and submit an essay based on that novel on the first day of class. The 

reading selection for each grade level along with the logistical requirements for the report are provided to each student. 

Teachers may elect to grade the required essay as handed in or ask the student to revise it for an additional grade.  

The intent of the required summer reading is to:  

1. Enhance and facilitate classroom discussion and interaction.  

2. Cover a significant text that could not be read in class.  

3. Provide direction and reference points for the upcoming class  

4. Assist students to cultivate lifelong reading habits.  

 
VERIFICATION OF READING 

Parents are responsible for verifying that a book has been read by their child, or that they have listened attentively to 

one that has been read to them. To do this, parents might open the book to several random spots, read a few lines to the 

student, and then ask him/her to explain what is happening in the story. If the student has read the book well, he/she 

should be able to perform this task. Titles of books, authors, and point values should be recorded on the child’s literature 

log and submitted by the designated due date each quarter. The required parent signature at the bottom of the form 

certifies that the parent has verified the child’s reading as well as the accuracy of all points recorded. All questions 

regarding book point values and acceptability of reading selections should be directed to the school librarian. 

 

LIMITATIONS FOR NON-LIST BOOKS 

For every 3 list books recorded on the literature log, students may record 1 non-list book which they have read. Points 

allotted for the non-list books will follow the word count formula given below.  

 

CALCULATING POINT VALUES FOR NON-LIST BOOKS 

The calculation of points for non-list books are as follows: 15,000 to 30,000 words = 1 point. After the first point, each 

additional 30,000 words count as an additional point: 30,000 to 60,000 words = 2 points, 60,000 to 90,000 words = 3 

points, and so forth. The number of words can be approximated by the following process:  

 

1. Choose a page of text  

2. Count the number of words in ten lines.  

3. Divide this number by 10 (for the average number of words in a line).  

4. Multiply this number by the number of lines on one page.  

5. Multiply this number by the number of pages in the book. (Pictorial pages should not be factored into the total number 

of pages.)  

Example:  

10 lines on a page contains 90 words  

90 divided by 10 equals 9 words on average per line  

9 times 30 lines on the page equals 270  

270 times 300 pages in the book equals 81,000 words  

Therefore, this book would be awarded 3 points.  

Abridged versions of classics (for example, Great Illustrated Classics) that are on the literature list may also be 

counted as a literature list book. Great Illustrated Classics are awarded 2 points each. Points awarded to other 



abridged versions should be calculated according to the above formula for non-list books. Books may be read more 

than once only if the first reading is abridged and the second reading is unabridged. 
 

 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Third through sixth graders are expected to read three historical biographies each year. Students who have not 

fulfilled the requirement of three historical biographies by the end of the fourth quarter will have their literature 

grade dropped one letter grade for every biography they are missing. Suggested books are listed below, but 

others may be read with teacher approval. These biographies may be counted as toward the “literature log.”  

To calculate the point value of a biography, allot 1 point for every 15,000 words in the book.  

 
We recommend biographies from: 

  The Landmark Series (3 points each),  

 Christian Heroes: Then and Now Series (4 points each), 

The Sower Series (4 points each), and  

Heroes of the Faith Series (5 points each)  

Who Was Series (1 point each) 

 

Books from the Childhood of Famous American Series (2 points each) are fictionalized biographies acceptable for 

third and fourth graders only as transitional biographical reading. Fifth and Sixth graders must read biographies 

that are at least 3 points each or three one point biographies can count for one biography. 
 

The CPLS library also contains several pre-approved pictorial biographies, designated with a pink dot. Although 

shorter in length, they are valuable reading and may be used to count as one-half of a biography for third and fourth 

graders. Any comparable works must be approved by the librarian. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              



TITLE  AUTHOR PTS. READING LEVEL 

A Gathering of Days Blos 2 4 

Ace: The Very Important Pig King-Smith 2 4 

Across Five Aprils Hunt 3 6+ 

Adam of the Road Gray 7 6+ 

Adventures of Pinocchio, The       Collodi    4 5+ 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, The Doyle   10 5+ 

Adventures of the Greek Heroes McLean 3 3+ 

Adventures of Tintin, The Herge 0.5 3+ 

Aesop’s Fables Aesop 4 2+ 

Alice in Wonderland        Carroll    3 5+ 

All Creatures Great and Small (and sequels)    Herriott   11 6+ 

All of a Kind Family and sequels Taylor 2 4+ 

All of a Kind Family Downtown Taylor 2 4+ 

All of a Kind Family Uptown Taylor 2 4+ 

Always in His Keeping Hamby 2 5 

American Girl Molly Series Tripp 1 3 

American Girl Kirsten Series Shaw 1 3 

American Girl Kit Series Tripp 1 3 

American Girl Addy Series Porter 1 3 

American Girl Samantha Series Tripp 1 3 

American Girl Felicity Series Tripp 1 3 

American Girl Josefina Tripp 1 3 

American Girl  

Kaya Series 

Shaw 1 3 

Amish Adventure         Smucker   4 5+ 

Amy and Her Brothers Hamby 2 4 

Andersen's Fairy Tales Andersen 9 4+ 

Animal Farm         Orwell   3 7+ 

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl Frank 6 9+ 

Anne of Green Gables (& sequels)      Montgomery  9 4+ 

Arabian Nights Houseman 6 4+ 

Around the World in Eighty Days      Verne   5 9+ 

At the Back of the North Wind      MacDonald   4 6+ 

Babe King-Smith 1 5+ 

Ballet Shoes Streatfeild 5 5+ 

Bambi          Salten   3 4+ 

Bard of Avon Stanley 1 4 

Basket of Flowers, The Schmid 3 4 

Bear Called Paddington, A (and sequels) Bond 2 4+ 

Beautiful Joe Saunders 6 4+ 

Beezus and Ramona (and others) Cleary    2 3+ 

Ben Hur          Wallace   15 6+ 

Benjamin West and His Cat Grimalkin Henry 2 4+ 

Best Christmas Pageant Ever, The Robinson 2 4-6 

Betsy series        Haywood   2 3+ 

Betsy-Tacy books (#1-#3 in the series) Lovelace 2 3+ 

Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown  (#4 in series) Lovelace 3 4+ 

Betsy-Tacy books (#5-#10 in the series) Lovelace 5 4 

BFG Dahl 2 4+ 

Big Red         Kjelgaard   4 5 

Billy Budd          Melville   2 10+ 

Birds' Christmas Carol, The Wiggin 2 4+ 

Bird's Nest, The Schmid 2 4 

Black Arrow, The         Stevenson   7 9+ 

Black Beauty         Sewell   5 7+ 



Black Gold Henry   4 5+ 

Black Ships Before Troy Sutcliff 2 6+ 

Black Stallion, The (and sequels)      Farley   5 6+ 

Blackthorn Winter Wilson 2 5+ 

Blue Fairy Book, The (and others)      Lang    14 6+ 

Blue Lights:  A Tale of Soldier Life Ballantyne 9            6+ 

Blue Willow Gates 4            6+ 

The Boggarts and sequels Susan Cooper 3 3-4 

Book of Greek Myths d'Aulaires 6 8+ 

Book of Pirates         Pyle    6 4+ 

Book of Three, The (and others in the series) Alexander 4 5+ 

Born to Trot Henry   4 5+ 

Borrowers, The (and sequels)       Norton   4 4+ 

Boxcar Children, The (and others) LIMIT 2/QUARTER     Warner   2 3+ 

Boyhood of Ranald Bannerman, The     MacDonald   4 5+ 

Boy of Mount Rhigi, The Sedgwick 4 4+ 

Boy Who Never Lost a Chance, The Lyster 2 4 

Boys of '76, The Coffin 11 8+ 

Boys of Grit Who Became Men of Honor Wallace   2 4 

Boys of Grit Who Changed the World Wallace   3 4 

Boys of Grit Who Never Gave Up Wallace   3 4 

Brighty of the Grand Canyon Henry   4 5+ 

Bronze Bow, The (1962 Newbery)      Speare   5 5+ 

Buried in the Snow Hoffman 3 4+ 

By the Shores of Silver Lake Wilder   5 3+ 

Caddie Woodlawn (1936 Newbery) Brink    4 5+ 

Caddie Woodlawn's Family Brink 2 5+ 

Calico Bush Field 3 6+ 

Call It Courage (1941 Newbery)      Sperry   2 6+ 

Call of the Wild, The        London   4 8+ 

Cannibal Islands, The and Fighting the Whales Ballantyne 5 6+ 

Captains Courageous Kipling 4 8+ 

Captive, The Schmid 1 4+ 

Carolina’s Courage Yates 1 5+ 

Carry On, Mr. Bowditch (1956 Newbery)    Latham   6 4+ 

Catherine Called Birdie Cushman 2 6+ 

Cautionary Verses Belloc 2 2+ 

Cay, The          Taylor   3 5+ 

Centerburg Tales         McCloskey   4 5+ 

Champions of the Round Table, The     Pyle    12 3+ 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory       Dahl   2 4+ 

Charlotte's Web         White   3 3+ 

Chester Cricket's New Home       Selden   3 4+ 

Children of Cloverley, The Stretton 5 4+ 

Children's Homer, The Colum 6 7+ 

Children's War, The        Taylor   3 5+ 

Child's Garden of Verses, A       Stevenson   2 5+ 

Christie's Old Organ Walton 3 4 

Christie  The King's Servant Walton 3 4 

Christmas Carol, A        Dickens   3 4+ 

Christy Marshall 14 6+ 

Clean Your Boots, Sir? Hamby 2 4 

Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, A    Twain   7 9+ 

Conspiracy of Pontiac, The       Parkman   15 7+ 

Coral Island, The, A Tale of the Pacific Ocean Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Count of Monte Cristo, The (abridged) Dumas   15 9+ 



Courage of Sarah Noble, The       Dalgliesh   2 6+ 

Courtship of Miles Standish      Longfellow   1 7+ 

Cricket in Times Square       Selden   3 4+ 

Cricket on the Hearth        Dickens   3 4+ 

Crispin: The Cross of Lead Avi 3 5+ 

Cross Triumphant, The Kingsley   7 6 

Cry, the Beloved Country       Paton    8 6+ 

Dancing Shoes  Streatfeild 5 5+ 

Dangerous Journey        Bunyan    4 10+ 

Daring Deeds Wallace   3 4+ 

David Copperfield  Dickens 24 8+ 

Deep Down: A Tale of the Cornish Mines Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Detectives in Togas Winterfield 4 5+ 

Doctor Dolittle’s Caravan Lofting 6 5+ 

Doctor Dolittle’s Circus Lofting 6 5+ 

Doctor Dolittle’s Garden Lofting 5 5+ 

Doctor Dolittle in the Moon Lofting 4 5+ 

Doctor Dolittle’s Return Lofting 4 5+ 

Doctor Dolittle’s Zoo Lofting 5 5+ 

Dog Crusoe, The       Ballantyne 8 6+ 

Door in the Wall, The (1950 Newbery)     De Angeli   3 5+ 

Dragon’s Gate Yep 9 5+ 

Eagle of the Ninth Sutcliff 4 7+ 

Eddie series        Haywood   2 3+ 

Eight Cousins Alcott 6 4+ 

Elsie Dinsmore series  (original) Finley 7 6+ 

Encyclopedia Brown mysteries  LIMIT 2/QUARTER     Sobol    2 3 

Enoch Roden's Training Stretton 3 4+ 

Escape From Warsaw Serraillier 4 5+ 

Evangeline         Longfellow   2 7+ 

Fables          LaFontaigne  1 5+ 

Fahrenheit 451 Bradbury 3 5+ 

Family Under the Bridge Carlson 1 4+ 

Faraway Tree Series, The Enid Blyton 3 3 

Farmer Boy Wilder   6 3+ 

Father Brown Mysteries        Chesterton   7 10+ 

Fellowship of the Ring        Tolkien    14 6+ 

Fighting Flames Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Fire in the Sky Schmid 2 4 

Fireside Readings Volume 1 Hamby 3 4 

Fireside Readings Volume 2 Hamby 3 4 

First Four Years, The Wilder   2 3+ 

Five Children and It E. Nesbit 3 5+ 

Five Little Peppers and How They Grew     Sidney   5 3+ 

Flaming Arrows (1960 William Allen White)    Steele   3 3+ 

Flip in the Morning Dennis 0.5 3+ 

Follow My Leader Garfield 3 4+ 

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs Foxe 3 8+ 

Frankenstein         Shelley   7 9+ 

Freckles Stratton-Porter 7 7+ 

Frightful's Mountain George 4 5+ 

Frindle Clemments 2 3 

From Earth to Moon Verne 4 6+ 

From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  Konigsburg   3 4+ 

Fudge-A-Mania Blume 2 3+ 

G.A.Henty historical fiction novels Henty 12 7+ 



Garland for Girls, A Alcott 7 4+ 

Gascoyne Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Genius of Willie MacMichael, The      MacDonald   4 6+ 

Gentle Ben          Morey   4 4+ 

George’s Magic Medicine Roald Dahl 1 3-4 

Giant Killer, The A.L.O.E. 4 5 

Giant of the North, The  Pokings Around the Pole Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Giant Scissors, The Johnston 3 6+ 

Ginger Pye Estes 4 5+ 

Girl of the Limberlost, A Stratton-Porter 11 9+ 

Golden Goblet, The McGraw 3 6+ 

Golden Key, The         MacDonald   1 5+ 

Golden Thread, The Macleod 1 4 

Gone Away Lake Enright 3 5+ 

Goodbye, Mr. Chips        Hilton   2 6+ 

Gorilla Hunters, The:  A Tale of the Wilds of Africa Ballantyne 8 6+ 

Great Brain is Here, The Fitzgerald 2 5 

Great Brain Series, The Fitzgerald 2 5+ 

Great Divorce, The        Lewis   3 8+ 

Great Expectations        Dickens   16 9+ 

Greek Gods Evslin 5+ 2 

Gulliver's Travels         Swift    9 11+ 

Half Magic Eager 3 4 

Hans Brinker, or the Silver Skates      Dodge   8 6+ 

Hank the Cowdog and sequels Erickson 2 4 

Hardy Boys (original only-#1-#58) LIMIT 2/QUARTER Dixon 3 3+ 

Harriet’s Hare King-Smith 2 4 

Harry Cat's Pet Puppy        Selden   3 4+ 

Harry’s Mad King-Smith 2 4+ 

Haunt Fox Kjelgarrd 2 6 

Hedge of Thorns, The Hatchard 2 5 

Heidi           Spyri    7 3+ 

Helen's Temper Gladstone 2 4 

Henry Huggins (and others)       Cleary    2 3+ 

Henry Reed, Inc. Robertson,  4 4 

Henry Reed's Babysitting Service Robertson 4 4 

Here Comes McBroom! Fleischman 0.5 3+ 

Hidden Hand, The Southworth 17 7+ 

Hiding Place, The         Ten Boom   5 6+ 

Highland Chairman, The and Hans the Crucified Schmid 1 4+ 

Hinds’ Feet on High Places       Hurnard   6 7+ 

Hitty: First Hundred Years Fields 3 7+ 

Hobbit, The          Tolkien   7 6+ 

Homer Price         McCloskey   3 4+ 

Hoosier Schoolmaster, The       Eggleston   6 4+ 

Horse and His Boy, The        Lewis   5 4+ 

Hound of Baskervilles Doyle 5 5+ 

House at Pooh Corner, The       Milne   3 4+ 

House of Love Cheney 6 6 

House of Seven Gables, The       Hawthorne   8 11+ 

House of Sixty Fathers, The       De Jong   4 4+ 

Household Stories Grimm 9 4+ 

Huckleberry Finn         Twain   6 6+ 

Hunchback of Notre Dame, The      Hugo    14 11+ 

Hundred and One Dalmatians, The Smith 4 4+ 

Hundred Dresses, The        Estes    1 3+ 



Hunted and Harried: A Tale of the Scottish Covenanters Ballantyne 4 6+ 

I am David (formerly known as North to Freedom) Holm 5 5+ 

I, Houdini Reid Banks 2 6+ 

Idylls of the King        Tennyson   13 9+ 

Iliad, The         Homer   10 9+ 

The Illyrian Adventure Lloyd 

Alexander 

2 5 

Incredible Journey, The        Burnford   3 7+ 

Indian Captive Lenski   6 5+ 

Indian in the Cupboard Reid 3 4+ 

In His Steps         Sheldon   6 7+ 

Inheritance and Other Stories, The Schmid 2 4+ 

Invisible Man, The         Wells   3 7+ 

Ishmael Southworth 17 7+ 

Island of the Blue Dolphins (1961 Newbery)    O'Dell   3 5+ 

Island Queen, The Ballantyne 5 6+ 

It's Like This, Cat (1964 Newbery)      Neville   3 4+ 

Ivanhoe          Scott    12 11+ 

Jack and Jill Alcott 7 4+ 

Jackanapes          Ewing   1 4+ 

James and the Giant Peach       Dahl    2 3+ 

Jane Eyre         Bronte    14 7+ 

Jessica's First Prayer Stretton 1 4 

Jessica's Mother Comes Home Stretton 2 4 

Jill's Red Bag LeFeuvre 3 4 

Joel: A Boy of Galilee Johnston 4 4 

Johnny Tremain (1944 Newbery)      Forbes   6 5+ 

John Ploughman's Talk Spurgeon 4 5+ 

Jo’s Boys Alcott 9 4+ 

Journey to the Center of the Earth      Verne   6 7+ 

Jungle Book, The         Kipling   6 7+ 

Justin Had a Morgan Horse Henry   4 5+ 

Just So Stories         Kipling   2 4+ 

Kidnapped          Stevenson   7 7+ 

Kim           Kipling   7 7+ 

King Arthur and His Knights       Malory/Pyle 13 6+ 

King of the Golden River       Ruskin   1 5+ 

King of the Wind (1949 Newbery)     Henry   4 5+ 

King Solomon's Mines        Haggard   5 6+ 

Knight’s Castle Eager 3 4 

Lad, A Dog          Terhune   6 3+ 

Laird's Inheritance, The        MacDonald   13 8+ 

Lamplighter, The Cummins 9 5 

Landing of the Pilgrims Daugherty 5 7 

Landmark and We Were There historical fiction books (authors vary) 3 3+ 

Lark and the Laurel, The Willard 3  

Lassie Come Home        Knight   5 5+ 

Last Battle, The         Lewis   5 4+ 

Legend of Sleepy Hollow, The      Irving   2 6+ 

Legend of the Easter Egg, The Schmid 1 3+ 

Les Miserables (abridged)       Hugo    15 10+ 

Let the Circle Be Unbroken       Taylor   6 5+ 

Light in the Forest, The        Richter   3 5+ 

Light Princess, The        MacDonald   5 6+ 

Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, The     Lewis   5 4+ 

Little Colonel, The Johnston 3 5+ 



Little Colonel at Boarding School, The Johnston 5 5+ 

Little Colonel In Arizona, The Johnston 5 5+ 

Little Colonel  Maid of Honor, The Johnston 5 5+ 

Little Colonel's Christmas Vacation, The Johnston 6 5+ 

Little Colonel's Hero Johnston 5 5+ 

Little Colonel's Holidays, The Johnston 4 5+ 

Little Colonel's House Party, The Johnston 4 5+ 

Little Colonel's Knight Comes Riding, The Johnston 6 5+ 

Little House in the Big Woods      Wilder   5 3+ 

Little House on the Prairie Wilder   5 3+ 

Little King Davie Hellis 2 4 

Little Lamb, The Schmid 2 4 

Little Lame Prince, The         Craik   7 8 

Little Lord Fauntleroy        Burnett    5 8+ 

Little Men Alcott 8 4+ 

Little Prince, The deSaint Exupery 2 5+ 

Little Princess, A         Burnett    5 7 

Little Sir Galahad Holmes 2 4 

Little Threads Prentiss 3 3+ 

Little Town on the Prairie Wilder   5 3+ 

Little Women Alcott 14 4+ 

Littles, The series LIMIT 2/QUARTER        Peterson   1 2+ 

Log of a Cowboy, The Adams 8 6+ 

Lonely Island, The Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Long Winter, The Wilder   5 3+ 

Lorna Doone Blackmore 15 10+ 

Lost Clue, The Walton 6 4+ 

Lost Horizon         Hilton   5 9+ 

Lost Princess; A Double Story, The MacDonald 2 5+ 

Lost Ruby, The and The Lost Child Schmid 2 4+ 

Magic by the Lake Eager 3 4 

Magic or Not Eager 3 4 

Magical Melons Brink 4 5+ 

Magician's Nephew, The       Lewis   5 4+ 

Magnificent Obsession        Douglas   6 9+ 

Main-Travelled Roads Garland 7 6+ 

Man in the Iron Mask, The       Dumas   12 11+ 

Mansion, The Van Dyke 1 4+ 

Man Who Was Thursday, The       Chesterton   6 10+ 

Mandie Series 1-4 Leppard 3 4 

Many Waters L'Engle   6 5 

Martian Chronicles, The        Bradbury   5 6+ 

Martin Luther, Hero of the Faith Concordia 5  

Martin Rattler:  Adventures in the Forests of Brazil Ballantyne 6 6+ 

Martin’s Mice King-Smith 1 4+ 

Mary Jones and Her Bible Hamby 2 4 

Mary Poppins  (and sequels)       Travers    4 5+ 

Mary Ware  The Little Colonel's Chum Johnston 5 5+ 

Mary Ware in Texas Johnston 6 5+ 

Mary Ware's Promised Land Johnston 6 5+ 

Matchlock Gun, The (1942 Newbery)     Edmonds   1 5+ 

Matilda Dahl 2 5 

McBroom and the Great Race Fleischman 1 3+ 

McBroom the Rainmaker Fleischman 0.5 3+ 

McBroom’s Wonderful One Acre Farm Fleischman 0.5 3+ 

Me and My Little Brain Fitzgerald 2 5 



Me and Nobbles LeFeuvre 4 4 

Meet the Austins L'Engle   4 5+ 

Melody  The Story of a Child Richards 3 4 

Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes, The Doyle 8 6+ 

Men of Iron Pyle    8 9 

Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, The     Pyle    9 5+ 

Michael O'Halloran Stratton-Porter 11 9 

Midshipman Easy        Maryat   7 9+ 

Milly-Molly-Mandy Storybook, The Brisley 3 3+ 

Minn of the Mississippi Holling 3 4+ 

Minute Boys of Bunker Hill, The Stratemeyer 4 4 

Minute Boys of Lexington, The Stratemeyer 4 4 

Miracles on Maple Hill (1957 Newbery)     Sorensen   5 4+ 

Misty of Chincoteague Henry   4 5+ 

Misty's Twilight Henry   4 5+ 

Moby Dick          Melville   15 10+ 

Moffats, The (and sequels)        Estes    4 5+ 

More Adventures of the Great Brain Fitzgerald 2 5+ 

More All of a Kind Family Taylor 2 4+ 

Mothers of Famous Men Wallace   3 4 

Mountain Born Yates 2 5+ 

Mountains of Spices Hurnard 6 7+ 

Mouse and the Motorcycle, The Cleary    2 3+ 

Mouse Called Wolf, A King-Smith 1 5+ 

Mr. Popper's Penguins Atwater 2 5+ 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH (1972 Newbery)     O'Brien   5 5+ 

Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle (and sequels) MacDonald 2 3+ 

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch Rice 4 7+ 

Mustang, Wild Spirit of the West Henry   4 5+ 

Mutiny on the Bounty        Nordhoff   9 8+ 

My Father’s Dragon Gannett 2 5+ 

My Friend Flicka         O'Hara   8 6+ 

My Side of the Mountain       George   3 5+ 

Mysterious Island, The        Verne   15 8+ 

The Mysterious Miss Slade King-Smith 2 4 

Mystery of the Roman Ransom Winterfield 4 4+ 

Mythology          Hamilton   10 8+ 

Nancy Drew (original only--#1-#56)  LIMIT 2/QUARTER Keene 3 3+ 

Nate the Great Series (any book) Sharmot 0.5 2+ 

National Velvet Bagnold 6 5+ 

Nobody Loves Me Walton 2 3+ 

Norsemen in the West, The Ballantyne 9 6+ 

North to Freedom        Holm    5 5+ 

Now We Are Six        Milne   2 4+ 

Number the Stars Lowry 2 4+ 

Odyssey, The         Homer    10 10+ 

Old Fashioned Girl, An Alcott 6 4+ 

Old Mother West Wind (and others) Burgess    2 3+ 

Old Worcester Jug, The Thorne 3 4+ 

Old Yeller          Gipson   3 5+ 

Oliver Twist         Dickens   13 11+ 

On the Banks of Plum Creek Wilder   5 3+ 

On the Far Side of the Mountain George 3 5+ 

On the Way Home Wilder   2 3+ 

On to Oregon! Morrow 4 4 

Oregon Trail, The         Parkman   12 6+ 



Otto of the Silver Hand        Pyle    6 3+ 

Out of the Silent Planet        Lewis   7 7+ 

Owls in the Family Mowat 2 5 

Paddle-to-the-Sea Holling 2 4+ 

Pagoo Holling 3 4+ 

Paul Revere Boston Patriot Stevenson 3 3+ 

Peep Behind the Scenes, A Walton 5 4 

Penrod (and sequels)        Tarkington   4 5+ 

Perelandra          Lewis   7 9+ 

Perilous Road Steele 2 4+ 

Peter Pan (originally Peter and Wendy) Barrie 5 6 

Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens Barrie    3 6+ 

Peter Rabbit (Complete Adventures of) Potter 12 3 

Peter Rabbit (individual tales of) Potter 0.5 3 

Phantom Tollbooth, The       Juster    5 6+ 

Pickwick Papers, The        Dickens   23 8+ 

Pied Piper of Hamelin, The Browning 1 4 

Pigs Might Fly King-Smith 3 4 

Pilgrim's Progress        Bunyan    9 10 

Pilgrim's Regress         Lewis   6 8+ 

Pillar of Fire, The Ingraham 8 7 

Pioneers, The and Fast in the Ice Ballantyne 5 6+ 

Pippi Longstocking & others (except Pippi on the Run-1pt.) Lindgren 2 3 

Pirate City, The: An Algerian Tale Ballantyne 8 6+ 

Plain Girl Sorenson 2 3+ 

Pollyanna Porter 5 5 

Poppy Tales Avi 3 3 

Possum’s Book of Practical Cats Eliot 1 3+ 

Post Haste Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Pride and Prejudice Austen 9 10+ 

Prince and the Pauper, The       Twain   5 7+ 

Prince Caspian         Lewis   5 5+ 

Princess and Curdie, The MacDonald   5 6+ 

Princess and the Goblin, The       MacDonald   3 6+ 

Prisoner of Zenda, The        Hope    6 8+ 

Prisoners of the Sea Kingsley   11 5+ 

Probable Sons LeFeuvre 2 3 

Pudd'nhead Wilson        Twain   15 8+ 

Pushcart War, The Merrill 4 4 

Puzzling Pair, A LeFeuvre 3 3+ 

Quiet Little Woman, The Alcott  1.5 4 

Rabbit Hill (1945 Newbery)       Lawson   2 6+ 

Racketty-Packetty House and Other Stories Burnett    3 4 

Railway Children, The Nesbit 6 5+ 

Rascal          North    4 4 

Rasco and the Rats of NIMH   Conley 2 5 

Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm       Wiggin   6 3+ 

Red Badge of Courage         Crane   6 4+ 

Red Keep, The French 7 6+ 

Red Pony, The         Steinbeck   3 8+ 

Red Rooney: Or, the Last of the Crew Ballantyne 9 6+ 

Redwall (and sequels) Jacques 10 5+ 

Reluctant Dragon, The        Grahame   1 6+ 

Rescuers, The (and sequels) Margery 

Sharp 

3 3 

Return of Sherlock Holmes, The      Doyle    10 5+ 



Return of the King, The        Tolkien   13 6+ 

Riders of the Purple Sage (and others)     Grey    6 7+ 

Rifles for Watie (1958 Newbery)      Keith    7 6+ 

Rip van Winkle         Irving   1 6+ 

Robbers' Cave, The A.L.O.E. 3 4+ 

Robe, The          Douglas   18 9+ 

Robinson Crusoe         Defoe   15 6+ 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (1977 Newbery)  Taylor   6 5+ 

The Roman Mysteries Assassins of Rome Lawrence 2 3 

The Roman Mysteries The Pirates of Pompeii Lawrence 2 3 

The Roman Mysteries The Secrets of Vesuvius Lawrence 2 3 

The Roman Mysteries The Thieves of Ostia Lawrence 2 3 

Rose in Bloom Alcott 7 4+ 

Sacagawea’s Son Rinling 1  

Saint George and the Dragon Hodges 1 4 

Sarah, Plain and Tall (1986 Newbery)     MacLachlan  1 3+ 

Saturdays, The Enright 2 5+ 

Saved at Sea Walton 2 4 

Saved By Love Leslie 2 4 

Scarlet Pimpernel, The (& series)    Orczy   6 8+ 

Schmid's Tales   The Unexpected Guest and Others Schmid 2 4+ 

Scottish Seas Jones 2  

Screwtape Letters         Lewis   5 10+ 

Seabird Holling 2 4+ 

Sea Star Henry   4 5+ 

Sea Wolf , The        London   8 8+ 

Seaman Karwaski 2 6 

Secret Garden, The        Burnett    6 5+ 

Self-Raised Southworth 14 7+ 

Seven Day Magic Eager 3 4 

Shadow of a Bull Wojciechowska 2 5+ 

Shakespeare's Individual Plays (unabridged)       Shakespeare  6 11+ 

Shipwrecked But Not Lost Dundas 3 5 

Sign of the Beaver        Speare   3 4+ 

Silas Marner         Eliot    6 9+ 

Silmarillion Tolkien 13 8 

Silver Chair, The         Lewis   5 4+ 

Silver Chief, Dog of the North (and others)     O'Brien   4 4+ 

Sir Gibbie          MacDonald   6 6+ 

Sir Knight of the Splendid Way Cule 4 6+ 

Sir Launcelot and His Companions      Pyle    15 3+ 

Sketch Book Irving   10 7 

Smoky, The Cow Horse (1927 Newbery)    James   7 6+ 

Snow Dog Kjelgaard   4 5+ 

Song of Hiawatha        Longfellow   2 6+ 

Song of Roland         Unknown   15 10+ 

Songs of Childhood       de LaMare   3 5+ 

Sophie in the Saddle King-Smith 1 3+ 

Sophie’s Lucky King-Smith 1 3+ 

Sophie is Seven King-Smith 1 3+ 

Sophie is Six King-Smith 1 3+ 

Sophie’s Snail King-Smith 1 3+ 

Sophie’s Tom King-Smith 1 3+ 

Sounder (1970 Newbery) Armstrong 2 5+ 

Soup Newton-Peck 1 3+ 

Soup and Me Newton-Peck 2 4+ 



Soup on Fire Newton-Peck 1 5+ 

Soup on Ice Newton-Peck 1 4+ 

Soup on Wheels Newton-Peck 1 3+ 

Spanish Brothers, The Alcock 10 6 

Squanto: Friend of the Pilgrims Bulla 1 3 

Stephen   A Soldier of the Cross Kingsley   8 6 

Stepping Heavenward Prentiss 8 7 

Stick to the Raft Gladstone 2 4+ 

Stone Fox Gardiner 0.5 4 

Stormy, Misty's Foal Henry   4 5+ 

Story of a Bad Boy Aldrich 5 5+ 

Story of Dr. Dolittle Lofting 3 5+ 

Story of Holly and Ivy, The Godden 1 3 

Story of Liberty, The Coffin 16 8 

Story of Rolf and the Viking Bow, The French 6 8 

Story of the Treasure Seeks, The Nesbit 5 7+ 

Stranger at Home Sherwood 3 6 

Strawberry Girl (1946 Newbery)      Lenski   3 4+ 

Stray, The King-Smith 2 4 

    

Stuart Little         White   2 4+ 

Summer of the Monkeys       Rawls   6 4+ 

Summer of the Swans (1971 Newbery)      Byars    3 4+ 

Superfudge Blume 2 3+ 

Sweet Land of Liberty Coffin 14 8 

Swiftly Tilting Planet, A       L'Engle   5 5+ 

Swiss Family Robinson, The       Wyss    8 3+ 

Sword in the Tree, The Gilelad 0.5 3+ 

Tale of Despereaux, The DiCamillo 3 3-5 

Tale of Troy, The Green 3 8+ 

Tale of Two Cities        Dickens   12 9+ 

Tales from Moominvalley, The Janssen 2 5+ 

Tales from Shakespeare (each play)      Lamb    1 6+ 

Tales from the Odyssey (and Volumes 1-6) Osborne 0.5 3 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Blume 2 3+ 

Tales of Peter Parley About America     Goodrich   2 3+ 

Tanglewood Tales        Hawthorne   4 7+ 

Tarzan (and sequels)        Burroughs   5 9+ 

Taste of Blackberries, A Smith 2 4 

Teddy's Button LeFeuvre 3 4 

The Terrible Trins King-Smith 2 4 

That Hideous Strength Lewis 16 10 

That Printer of Udell's Wright 8 5 

Theater Shoes Streatfeild 5 5+ 

These Happy Golden Years Wilder   5 3+ 

Thimble Summer Enright 4 5+ 

Thirty-Nine Steps, The         Buchan    3 6 

Three Musketeers, The        Dumas   15 11+ 

Three Tales of My Father’s Dragon Gannett 2 5+ 

Three Weavers, The Johnston 1 5+ 

Through Gates of Splendor Elliot    7 9+ 

Through the Looking Glass       Carroll    3 5+ 

Time Cat Alexander 2 4+ 

The Time Garden Eager 3 4 

Time Machine, The         Wells   3 7+ 

Titus: A Comrade of the Cross Kingsley   6 6 



To Kill a Mockingbird (1961 Pulitzer Prize)    Lee    7 7+ 

Toby Tyler          Otis    5 4+ 

Tom Brown at Oxford        Hughes   18 6+ 

Tom Brown's School Days       Hughes   7 6+ 

Tom Gillies Gladstone 3 4 

Tom’s Midnight Garden Pearce 3 6+ 

Tomorrow Edgeworth 2 5 

Tom Sawyer   (The Adventures of)      Twain   7 6+ 

Tom Watkins' Mistake Leslie 2 3 

Treasure Island         Stevenson   5 5+ 

Treasure Seekers, The Nesbit 5 5+ 

Tree in the Trail Holling 2 4+ 

True Stories of Great Americans for Young Americans Hamby 7 3+ 

Trumpet of the Swan        White   3 4+ 

Trumpeter of Krakow, The (1929 Newbery)    Kelly    5 7+ 

Tuck Everlasting Babbitt 2 5 

Twenty-one Balloons, The (1948 Newbery)    du Bois   2 3+ 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea      Verne   12 10+ 

Two Ends of a Rope Kyles 2 5 

Two Little Knights of Kentucky Johnston 3 5+ 

Two Little Savages        Seton    11 3+ 

Two Towers, The         Tolkien   13 6+ 

Uncle Remus         Harris   6 3+ 

Uncle Tom's Cabin        Stowe   14 9+ 

Understood Betsy Fisher 4 5 

Under the Lilacs Alcott 8 8+ 

Unfinished Tales Tolkien 14 6+ 

Ungava Ballantyne 10 6+ 

Up a Road Slowly Hunt 2 6+ 

Velveteen Rabbit, The        Williams   1 3+ 

Venture and Valour Hamby 3 5 

Visit to William Blake's Inn, A (1982 Newbery)  Willard   2 3+ 

Voyage of the Dawn Treader, The      Lewis   5 4+ 

Voyages of Dr. Doolittle (1923 Newbery)    Lofting   6 5+ 

Wanderings of Clare Skymer, The      MacDonald   4 6+ 

War of the Worlds, The         Wells   5 9+ 

Water Babies         Kingsley   3 6+ 

Water Horse, The King-Smith 1 5+ 

Watership Down Adams 14 8 

Watsons go to Birmingham, The Curtis 1 3-4 

Well Wishers,The Eager 3 4 

Westward Ho         Kingsley   17 8+ 

What Happened to Paul Revere? Fritz 0.5 5+ 

What Is Her Name? Edersheim 3 5 

What Katy Did Coolidge 5 6+ 

Wheel on the School (1955 Newbery)     De Jong   6 4+ 

When We Were Very Young      Milne   2 4+ 

Where the Red Fern Grows       Rawls   6 4+ 

Whipping Boy, The Fleischman 1 3+ 

White Dove, The Schmid 1 4 

White Fang          London   6 7+ 

White Knights, The Cule 3 5 

White Stallion of Lipizza Henry   3 4+ 

Wide Wide World, The   Volume I Warner 11 5+ 

Wide Wide World, The   Volume II Warner 10 5+ 

Wild Trek Kjelgaard   4 5+ 



Will James Cowboy Book, The        James   3 4+ 

Wind in the Door, A        L'Engle   4 5+ 

Wind in the Willows, The       Grahame   5 8+ 

Winnie the Pooh         Milne   3 4+ 

Winter Danger         Steele   2 3+ 

Winter of Red Snow Gregory 2 5+ 

Winter's Folly Walton 3 4 

Witch of Blackbird Pond, The (1959 Newbery) Speare   5 5+ 

Wizard of Oz, The Baum 3 4 

Wonder Book, A         Hawthorne   4 6+ 

Wrestler of Philippi, The Newberry 8 6 

Wrinkle in Time, A (1963 Newbery)     L'Engle   4 4+ 

Wuthering Heights Bronte    9 11+ 

The Xanadu Adventure Lloyd 

Alexander 

2 5 

Yearling, The         Rawlings   12 7+ 

Young Fur Traders, The: A Tale of the Far North Ballantyne   11 6+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 

 

Book Pts. Book Pts. Book Pts. 

Genesis 6 2 Chronicles 3 Matthew 4 

Exodus 5 Ezra 1 Mark 2 

Leviticus 3 Nehemiah-Esther 2 Luke 3 

Numbers 4 Job 3 John 3 

Deuteronomy 4 Psalms 6 Acts 4 

Joshua 2 Proverbs 2 Romans 2 

Judges-Ruth 3 Ecclesiastes-Song of 

Songs 

1 1 Corinthians 2 

1 Samuel 3 Isaiah 5 2 Corinthians 1 

2 Samuel 3 Jeremiah-Lamentations 6 Galatians-Philemon 4 

1 Kings 3 Ezekiel 5 Hebrews-James 2 

2 Kings 3 Daniel 2 1 Peter-2 Peter 1 

1 Chronicles 3 Hosea-Malachi 5 1 John-Jude 1 

    Revelation 2 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Adam of the Road               Gray  7 pts.           6+ RL 

 

Set in thirteenth-century England, this is the tale of eleven-year old Adam and his father.  The two travel 

together as minstrels until Adam’s dog, Nick, is stolen and Adam is separated from his father.  Adam must face 

many hardships and dangers on his long search for his dog and his father. 

 

 

Adventures of Pinocchio, The   Collodi   4 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Once upon a time, a lonely old woodcutter crafts a puppet named Pinocchio.  He is quite a mischievous puppet, 

and he soon pays for his foolish actions.  Pinocchio must endure the consequences for telling lies and having 

bad companions.  He will have to reform if his wish to be a real boy can ever be granted. 

 

 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes     Doyle  10 pts.  5+ RL 

 

This book contains a collection of murder mysteries recounted by Holmes’s invaluable colleague, Dr. Watson.  

Each episode is a baffling set of circumstances as Holmes’s brilliant reasoning methodically solves the crimes. 

 

 

Adventures of the Greek Heroes   McLean 3 pts.  3+ RL 

 

Two fine storytellers retell classic Greek myths.  First narrated by the Greek poets at Olympia, these tales of 

Greek heroes include Hercules doing battle with a nine-headed monster and a three-headed man, Perseus’s 

encounter with Medusa, Orpheus’s descent into the underworld and Jason’s search for the Golden Fleece. 

 

 

Aesop’s Fables     Aesop  4 pts.  2+ RL 

 



Aesop’s short, witty tales range from the well-known stories of The Boy Who Cried Wolf and The Grasshopper 

and the Ants to the more rarely heard ones of such as Mountebank and the Farmer and Two Pots.  Applications 

are given at the end of each fable. 

 

 

*Alice in Wonderland    Carroll   3 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Alice’s incredible adventures begin when she chases the white rabbit down his hole and into Wonderland.  Her 

experiences are extraordinary:  She meets two characters known as Tweedledee and Tweedledum, talks with a 

Cheshire cat who disappears leaving behind his grin, and plays croquet with the Queen of Hearts.  Alice is 

hardly surprised to find that the croquet players use live hedgehogs as balls and flamingoes as mallets. 

 

All Creatures Great and Small   Herriott 11pts.  6+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

The heart-warming adventures of an English vet.  James Herriot and his partners care for animals of all kinds as 

they run a busy practice in the Yorkshire Dales.  The other four titles in this series are All Things Bright and 

Beautiful, All Things Wise and Wonderful, The Lord God Made Them All, and Every Living Thing. 



Always in His Keeping    **Hamby 2pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This book is based on a true story of two children, abducted at infancy and age 2, and brought up amongst 

gypsies.  Though never taught about the Father by their “family,” God reveals Himself to them, and they realize 

that though something has gone amiss, they were “always in His keeping.” 

 

 

Amish Adventure     Smucker 4 pts.  5+ RL 

 

When the car he is riding in collides with a horse and buggy, 12-year-old Ian has to spend the night with an 

Amish family and finds he prefers the “uncivilized” rural life to the modern society of Toronto. 

 

 

Amy and Her Brothers    **Hamby 2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Being the oldest sibling, Amy is in charge of the Howe household after the death of her parents.  She is blessed 

by a brother, Will, who seeks to live righteously and encourages her in her faith, but is challenged by her little 

sister, Harriet and eldest brother, Pick, who stray from godly living.  There is no doubt that the Heavenly 

Father’s eyes are always upon the young orphans. 

 

 

Andersen’s Fairy Tales    Andersen 9 pts.  4+ RL 

(Treasury of Fairy Tales) 

 

A collection of fairy tales about such unforgettable characters as an emperor who refuses to admit the naked 

truth about his pride, a self-sacrificing mermaid, and a one-legged tin soldier who never forgets to do his duty. 

 

 

*Animal Farm     Orwell         3pts.   7+RL 

 

Orwell creates a clever political satire, in which a corral of foolish farm animals overthrow their brutal master, 

Mr. Jones, and establish a model community in which all animals are equal.  However, the animals are soon 

taught that some animals are “more equal than others.”  They also discover that one tyrant is swiftly replaced by 

another; instead of Mr. Jones they are now dictated by a pig with a whip.   

 

 

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl     Frank  6pts.     9+RL 

 

This is an insightful journal that is a fitting memorial to the gifted Jewish teenager who died at Bergen-Belsen, 

Germany in 1945.  Anne Frank received a blank diary on her 13th birthday, just weeks before she and her family 

went into hiding in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam.  Her marvelously detailed, engagingly personal entries chronicle 

25 trying months of claustrophobic, quarrelsome intimacy with her parents, sister, a second family, and a 

middle-aged dentist who has little tolerance for Anne’s vivacity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Anne of Green Gables    Montgomery  9 pts.  4+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert have decided to adopt a boy from the orphanage to help with the farm work at 

Green Gables.  When the boy turns out to be a girl neither of them knows quite what to do with her.  Anne 

Shirley has carrot-red pigtails and an active imagination to match.  Before long, Anne has transformed life at 

Green Gables.  Other titles in this series:  Anne of Avonlea, Anne of the Island, Anne of Windy Poplars, Anne’s 

House of Dreams, Anne of Ingleside, Chronicles of Avonlea, Further Chronicles of Avonlea. 

 

 

Arabian Nights     Houseman 6 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Tales of mystery and magic set in the heart of Arabia.  One tale tells what happens when a fisherman uncorks an 

ancient vessel hoping to find treasure.  But instead of finding jewels or gold coins, he is astonished to see a 

thick column of black smoke fill the air and form an enormous human shape.  He tricks the Genie into leading 

him to a great fortune.  This is just one of the many amazing stories in this collection.   

 

 

*Around the World in Eighty Days   Verne  5 pts.  9+ RL 

 

Eccentric Phileas Fogg bets ₤20,000 that he can travel around the world in eighty days.  Fogg and his faithful 

servant travel by all sorts of unconventional means, including an elephant, a sled, and a balloon.  An English 

detective suspects Fogg is a bank robber on the run and trails him everywhere.  In addition to the detective, 

other obstacles threaten to thwart Fogg as he races against the clock to complete his extraordinary journey 

around the world. 

 

 

At the Back of the North Wind   MacDonald   4 pts.  6+ RL 

 

Diamond, a young boy living in nineteenth-century London, has many adventures as he travels with the 

beautiful lady North Wind and comes to know the many facets of her protective and violent temper. 

 

 

Ballet Shoes      Streatfeild    5pts.  5+RL 

 

Pauline, Petrova, and Posy, three orphan friends, vow to make a name for themselves.  With the help of a kindly 

benefactress, they launch themselves into the world of show business.  As they experience the glare of 

footlights and practice, practice, practice, each girl soon finds her own special talent.   

 

 

Bambi       Salten  3 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Bambi’s life in the woods begins happily with a forest full of animals to play with.  But winter comes, and 

Bambi learns that the woods hold danger – and things he doesn’t understand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Basket of Flowers, The    Schmid 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Mary, the 15-year-old daughter of the king’s gardener, is taught and mentored by her father with lessons from 

the Bible and from his flowers.  Her heart is pure and she strives for godliness.  However, she is falsely accused 

of stealing from the king’s palace and endures great hardship because of it.  Even when it might benefit her to 

do otherwise, she never falters from speaking the truth. 

 

 

*Bear Called Paddington, A    Bond           2 pts.  4+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

The Brown family finds a stow-away bear named Paddington at a railway station.  He is a gruff sort of bear, but 

generous servings of marmalade help to bring out his smile and kind nature.  Though Paddington is unceasingly 

making messes and getting lost, the Brown family adopts him, loves him, and gives him pocket money.  After 

all, “It’s nice having a bear about the house.” 

 

 

Beautiful Joe      Saunders  6 pts.  4+ RL 

 

A dog describes the hardship of being mistreated by a cruel master and the joy of later being taken in by a kind 

family. 

 

 

Beezus and Ramona     Cleary  2 pts.  3+ RL 

(& others) 

 

Beezus Quimby’s four-year-old sister, Ramona, is exasperating.  Ramona always manages to get her way.  Poor 

Beezus, she must be the only ten-year-old in the world with such a pest for a sister.  How can she learn to love 

and accept this four-year-old terror? 

 

 

*Ben Hur      Wallace 15 pts.  6+ RL 

 

A historical romance set at the time of Christ.  Judah Ben-Hur is a nobleman of Jewish blood whose bitter 

enemy is Messala, a Roman.  Ben-Hur kills a Roman official in a freak accident.  Messala arrests the whole 

family and seizes his home.  Ben-Hur plots to overthrow the Roman rule and recruits an army to follow Christ. 

 

 

Betsy (series)      Haywood  2pts.  3+RL 

 

The adventures of a young girl named Betsy.  In Back to School with Betsy, she decides to join together with her 

friends, Ellen and Billy to buy a grand wedding present for her favorite teacher.  Then she discovers that Billy 

has some strange gift ideas.  

 

 

Betsy and Tacy books (#1-#3 in the series)  Lovelace 2 pts.  3+ RL 

 

When Tacy moves into the house next door, Betsy’s dreams for a best friend are finally fulfilled. The two girls 

do everything together:  color Easter eggs, play dress up, and sit beside each other in school.   Upon meeting 

Tib, they find a third companion for their world of imaginary games and adventure. Books in the series include: 

Betsy and Tacy; Betsy, Tacy and Tib; and Betsy and Tacy Go Over the Big Hill. 



 

Betsy and Tacy Go Downtown (#4 in series) Lovelace 3 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Betsy, Tacy & Tib are now old enough to do a lot of things, such as going bobsledding and venturing into town 

on their own. They discover the joys of the public library, riding in a horseless carriage, and the theater. And as 

if it weren’t enough to see a real play, they find themselves acting in one. They find a new friend, Mrs. Poppy, 

whose husband is the manager of the theatre. 

 

 

Betsy and Tacy books (#5-#10 in series)  Lovelace 5pts.  4 RL 

 

When Maud Hart Lovelace first wrote the “Betsy-Tacy” series, she little expected how well-loved her books 

would become.  The series has at least one book that individuals of any age can relate to. Maud has a way of 

capturing real feelings and experiences---even bad ones—and turning them into works of art. Books in the 

series include: Heaven to Betsy; Betsy in Spite of Herself; Betsy Was a Junior; Betsy and Joe; Betsy and the 

Great World; and Betsy’s Wedding. 

 

 

Big Red      Kjelgaard 4 pts.  5RL 

 

Danny Pickett and Red are inseparable.  After being given charge of his wealthy neighbor’s Irish Setter, Danny 

trains Red to become the best game dog ever, and the two of them have hair-raising adventures. 

 

 

 

Billy Budd      Melville 2 pts.           10+ RL 

 

Billy’s innocence and good heart make it easy for his crewmates to like him.  But the jealous petty officer, 

Claggart, hates the young, good-looking sailor.  Claggart falsely accuses Billy of attempted mutiny, and Billy’s 

outrage results in a tragic destiny for the young seaman.  Melville’s short story is fodder for good discussion on 

arbitrary fate, free will, and Divine Sovereignty. 

 

 

Bird’s Christmas Carol, The   Wiggin 2 pts.  4+ RL 

 

The Bird family receives a precious Christmas gift when a baby girl is born into the family on Christmas day.  

Named Carol -- Christmas Carol, she is a joyful, generous child. Before she is ten years old, however, Carol is 

confined to bed with sickness. Despite her situation, she hosts an spectacular Christmas feast for some children 

who live near by. 

 

 

Bird’s Nest, The     Schmid 2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This book is a collection of four short stories in which the main characters are children tested by various life 

circumstances.  The storyteller demonstrates how the children’s wise choices regarding honesty, kindness, and 

loyalty affect not only their lives, but also those of strangers in their midst.  These delightful tales remind us that 

God is faithful to those who keep His principles, and that goodness always prevails. 

 



Black Arrow, The     Stevenson 7 pts.  9+ RL 

 

In 15th-century England, when his guardian is revealed to be his father’s murderer, 17 year old Richard Shelton 

joins the fellowship of the Black Arrow in avenging the death, rescuing the woman he loves, and participating 

in the struggle between the Yorks and Lancasters in the War of the Roses.   

 

 

Black Beauty      Sewell  5 pts.  7+RL 

 

The horse Black Beauty narrates his story.  His life begins well in the home of a good master who loves him.  

But because of several adverse circumstances, he is sold time and time again.  He endures a harsh time as a cab 

horse and is subjected to much cruelty and abuse.  In the end, however, he finds himself in the hands of his 

original master and enjoys years of care and happiness. 

 

 

Black Gold      Henry  4pts.  5+RL 

 

Though most see no potential in Black Gold because he is so small, Jaydee feels differently.  He thinks the 

horse would be great if he was the rider.  Jaydee gets the chance to train Black Gold, and eventually they face 

the most important race in America. This inspirational story demonstrates the power of love and dedication! 

 

 

Black Stallion , The     Farley  5 pts.  6+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

Alec Ramsey meets a magnificent, unbroken black stallion on a ship voyage from India to New York.  The ship 

sinks in a severe storm, and Alec and the stallion both battle for their lives in the giant waves.  They are finally 

both cast onto the shore of a deserted island and are the deepest of friends by the time they are rescued.  They 

return to the States where together they face challenges on and off the racetrack. 

 

 

Blue Fairy Book, The    Lang  14 pts.  6+ RL 

 

The first volume of Lang’s acclaimed 12-volume collection of fairy tales, published in 1889.  These are stories 

from around the world:  Sleeping Beauty, Rumpelstiltskin, Cinderella, The Arabian Nights, and 33 more. 

 

 

Blue Lights      Ballantyne 9pts  5+RL 

 

Miles Milton is a prodigal.  He joins the British army for the war in the Sudan, thinking he will experience the 

good life of adventure.  But all is not as he expected, and Miles must face the consequences of his youthful 

folly. 

 

 

*Blue Willow      Gates  4 pts.  6+ RL 

 

As long as Janey Larkin can remember her family has had to move every month or so, to wherever work can be 

found.  All Janey has to lift her spirits during a long, hot summer, in a shack in the flat countryside, is her blue 

willow plate and her imagination.  When she finds a friend living near, she hopes that her family will be able to 

stay a while.  The summer brings many surprises, both bad and good, for the Larkin family. 

 

 



Book of Greek Myths    d’Aulaires 6 pts.  8+ RL 

 

This is a collection of the Greek myths.  Some of the characters are heroic; many aren’t.  There is Hermes the 

mischievous messenger god and Poseidon the ever-angry Earthshaker.  There is foolish King Midas, who wears 

donkey’s ears, and Narcissus, who falls in love with himself! 

 

 

Book of Pirates      Pyle  6 pts.  4+ RL 

 

This book contains tales recounting the rip-roaring adventures of swash-buckling pirates and buccaneers of the 

Spanish Main.  Includes “The Ghost of Captain Brand,” “Tom Chist and the Treasure Box,” “Jack Ballisters 

Fortunes,” “The Ruby of Kishmoor,” and other short stories.  Includes historical information that would go on 

to inspire every pirate to be!   

 

 

Book of Three, The       Alexander 4 pts.  5+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

This is a classic story of high adventure and conflict between good and evil in the mythical land of Prydain.  

Taran, assistant pig keeper, grumbles with frustration at home in the hamlet Caer Dallben; he yearns to go into 

battle like his hero, Prince Gwydion.  The story follows Taran as he journeys from his familiar home to the very 

heart of evil, trying to retrieve his oracular pig Hen-Wen before she comes into the clutches of the evil “Horned 

King”.  Other titles in the series include The Black Cauldron, The Castle of Llyr, Taran Wanderer, and The 

High King. 

 

 

Born to Trot      Henry  4pts.  5+RL 

 

Young Gib White dreams of some day having his own filly become a champion trotter, able to run in the 

greatest horse race of all, the Hambletonian. 

 

 

 Borrowers, The       Norton 4 pts.  4+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

The author creates a make-believe world in which tiny people live hidden from humankind beneath the 

floorboards of a quiet country house in England.  The tiny Clock family outfit their subterranean quarters with 

the tidbits and trinkets they’ve “borrowed” from “human beans,” using matchboxes for storage and postage 

stamps for paintings.  The persistent pilfering goes undetected until a boy with a ferret comes to live in the 

country house.   

 

 

Boxcar Children, The     Warner 2 pts.  3+ RL 

(series) 

 

Four young orphans run away from a grandfather they have never even met.  They make their home in an 

abandoned red boxcar they discover in the woods.  Henry, the oldest, goes to town to earn money and buy food 

and supplies.  Ambitious and resourceful, the plucky children make a happy life for themselves—until Violet 

gets too sick for her brothers and sister to care for her. 

 

 

 



Boyhood of Ranald Bannerman, The  MacDonald 4 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Ranald Bannerman, his brothers and friends roam the heather hills of the Scotland countryside by day looking 

for new adventures and excitement.  The boys expose a thief, rescue one of their own from a wandering wild 

man, and battle a cruel bully.  He learns many important lessons about life and God from his father.  Ranald 

realizes what it means to love — and what true love really costs as his boyhood ends. 

 

 

Boy of Mount Rhigi     Sedgwick 4pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Harry and Clapham are two teenage boys who love to fish together in the beautiful woods of Massachusetts.  

Harry comes from a peaceful, godly family while Clap has to endure beatings from a drunken father and is 

forced by him to perform illegal activities.  Clapham longs to get away from his own family and loves to spend 

time with Harry and his family.  He wants to be a “new creature” and have “old things pass away.”  Will it ever 

happen for Clapham? 

 

 

Boy Who Never Lost a Chance, The  Lyster  2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Roger has learned to never “miss a chance.”  He takes every opportunity given to him to better himself and his 

situation.  Something is missing in his life, however, until his friend, Jack shows him that “where your treasure 

lies, there will your heart be also.” 

 

 

Boys of ’76, The     Coffin  11 pts.  8 RL 

 

In this modern era of historical dishonesty, the work of Charles Coffin stands strong. His fear of God, his love 

for his country and his respect for historical truth all combine to give us a faithful, passionate and accurate story 

of our nation’s fight for liberty.  

 

 

Boys of Grit Who Became Men of Honor  Wallace 2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

These tales will motivate both boys and girls to dig in their heels and face their difficulties, as they read of such 

men as George Matheson, James Flanaghan, Booker T. Washington, and Josiah Wedgewood, who overcame 

many obstacles and achieved great successes. 

 

 

Boys of Grit Who Changed the World  Wallace 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This book is a compilation of inspirational stories about men who worked diligently, overcame huge obstacles, 

and persevered to a variety of significant ends.  Timothy Eaton, Walter Scott, Samuel Morse, and Hans 

Andersen are a few of the featured heroes. 



Boys of Grit Who Never Gave Up   Wallace 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Sure to inspire, these tales are about seemingly ordinary boys who persevered in a variety of ways and 

eventually achieved great things.  Among those included are Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Carnegie, D. L. 

Moody, and William Carey. 

 

 

Brighty of the Grand Canyon   Henry  4pts.  5+RL 

 

Long ago a lone little burro roamed the high cliffs of the Grand Canyon and touched the hearts of all who knew 

him.  Named Brighty, by the prospector who befriended him, he was a free spirit at heart, but when a ruthless 

claim-jumper murders the dear old prospector, loyal Brighty risks everything to bring the killer to justice. 

 

 

*Bronze Bow, The     Speare  5 pts.  5+ RL 

(1962 Newbery) 

 

Daniel is a Jewish boy who lives in Palestine during the time of Christ.  His one consuming passion is his hatred 

of the Romans who killed his parents.  He meets Jesus and hears the Savior preach about victory achieved not 

by force but by love.  He remains skeptical for a long time and suffers greatly before he realizes that his real 

enemy is not the Romans, but the hatred festering in his own heart. 

 

 

Buried in the Snow     Hoffman 3pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This true story takes place in the Jura mountain range of Europe during the 1800’s.  Jacque and his grandfather 

leave their valley to make a late autumn trek up the mountain to check on Jacque’s father, who was to have 

returned home after taking the family herd of cattle up the mountain for the summer.  The pair face trials that 

test their physical endurance, mental strength, and faith in God, as they endure hunger, endless hours of 

darkness, and harsh snowstorms.  Literally buried alive in a little chalet, days turn into weeks and months, and 

they wonder if they will ever be rescued, or if they will meet their death in the dark and lonely place. 

 

 

By the Shores of Silver Lake   Wilder 5pts.  3+RL 

 

The Ingalls family moves again—this time to Dakota Territory where Pa hopes for a good job with the railroad. 

The Ingalls are one of the first families in town.  There are many adjustments to be made, but Laura loves her 

new home, until one night when she and Carrie come face to face with a huge prairie wolf! 

 

 

Caddie Woodlawn     Brink  4 pts.  5+ RL 

(1936 Newbery) 

 

Caddie Woodlawn is a tomboy who always gets into scrapes.  Based on the experiences of the author’s 

grandmother, the story tells of Caddie’s bravery in Wisconsin during Civil War era pioneer days.  Caddie 

defends the Indians when rumors begin to spread about an Indian massacre.  Because of her courage, Caddie 

helps to heal the tension between the pioneers and the Indians.   

 

 

 



Caddie Woodlawn’s Family    Brink  2 pts.  5+ RL 

 

This book contains fourteen tales relating the further adventures of ten-year-old Caddie and her six siblings, 

living on the Wisconsin frontier in the 1860’s.  They wash sheep, help build a neighbor’s house, and adopt baby 

animals in this sequel to the Newbery Medal book, Caddie Woodlawn. 

 

 

*Call It Courage     Sperry  2 pts.  6+ RL 

(1941 Newbery) 

 

This is the legend of Mafatu, the Polynesian boy who is afraid of the sea.  In response to other boys’ taunts, 

Mafatu sets out to sea in a canoe to conquer his fear and prove that he is not a coward.  He becomes very 

resourceful when a storm breaks up his canoe and lands him on a desert island. 

 

 

Call of the Wild, The     London 4 pts.  8+ RL 

 

Buck, a husky dog, is stolen from his master and suffers many trials.  He is sold and becomes part of a dog sled 

team in Alaska.  After being sold a second time to cruel owners, Buck falls into the hands of a wonderfully kind 

man.  When this new owner’s life comes to a tragic end, he finally leaves to respond to “the call of the wild.” 

 

 

Cannibal Islands, The and Fighting the Whales  Ballantyne 5 pts 5+RL 

 

Join Captain James Cook as he faces a heathen people who are so addicted to the eating of human flesh that 

their homelands are called The Cannibal Islands.  The difficulties faced in this adventure are sure to evoke great 

appreciation for the brave leadership of men like Captain Cook. 

 

 

Captains Courageous    Kipling 4 pts.  8+ RL 

 

Harvey Cheyne is a spoiled, rich teenager, who has not worked a day of manual labor in his life.  That is until 

he falls overboard a ship and is rescued by a fisherman.  Harvey must learn to work if he is going to earn his 

keep and cooperate with his rescuers.  Life with the fishing crew changes Harvey’s attitude and values forever. 

 

 

Captive, The      Schmid 1pt.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Anselmo, a teenaged Italian boy, is captured and sold into slavery in a foreign country.  His Muslim owners 

come to love him and try to convert him to their faith.  However, God has a purpose for Anselmo which makes 

his capture and enslavement worth it all! 

 

 

Carry On, Mr. Bowditch    Latham 6 pts.  4+ RL 

(1956 Newbery) 

 

Everyone said Nathaniel Bowditch was too small to be a ship’s captain.  But Nathaniel, longing to take up his 

father’s career, manages to become apprenticed to a ship merchant.  He studies astronomy and the sea 

unceasingly, until he begins to amaze everyone with his ability to navigate.  He can even steer a ship through 

thick fog.  Nathaniel finally writes a book on navigation which seamen still use today as a textbook at the U.S. 

Naval Academy.   



*Cautionary Verses     Belloc  2 pts.  2+ RL 

 

This is a hilarious collection of poems that tell what happens to children who are naughty and disobedient.     

 

 

Cay, The      Taylor  3 pts.  5+ RL 

 

In April 1942, following the torpedo blast that sinks his Virginia-bound ship, eleven-year-old Phillip Enright is 

left blinded and stranded on a saltwater cay with a fearsome West Indian native, Timothy, and a cat.  He soon 

grows to trust—and ultimately love—the patient and generous Timothy.   

 

 

Centerburg Tales     McCloskey 4 pts.               5+ RL 

 

The further adventures of Homer Price, including those in which a juke box sets the whole town singing against 

its will and a mad scientist develops weeds that overrun the town.   

 

 

Champions of the Round Table, The  Pyle  12 pts.  3+ RL 

 

This is one of many books on the Medieval Myths and Legends written by Pyle.  They are tales of chivalry, of 

valor and of those willing to stand and fight for what they believe. 

 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory    Dahl  2 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Young Charlie Bucket finds one of five Golden Tickets in a chocolate bar for a private tour of Willy Wonka’s 

chocolate factory.   The very next day, Charlie, along with his unworthy fellow winners Mike Teavee, Veruca 

Salt, Violet Beauregarde, and Augustus Gloop, step through the factory gates to discover whether or not the 

rumors surrounding the Chocolate Factory and its mysterious owner are true.  For Charlie, life will never be the 

same! 

 

 

*Charlotte’s Web     White  3 pts.  3+ RL 

 

Fern Arable must persuade her father that Wilbur, the runt of a litter of pigs, should not be turned into bacon for 

the breakfast table.  There seems to be no hope for little Wilbur until he finds a friend in a cunning spider, 

Charlotte.  Charlotte, with the help of rat Templeton, spins a web above Wilbur that not only saves him from an 

untimely death, but also wins him the admiration and wonder of the entire county. 

 

 

Chester Cricket’s New Home Selden 3pts.  4+RL 

 

When two rather stout ladies sit on Chester Cricket’s home in the Old Meadow, the worm-eaten stump collapses 

and Chester, aided by his friends, is forced to look for a new home.  Chester is forced to move in with one 

neighbor after another in Tucker’s Countryside.  Nothing works out quite right – John Robin throws loud all-

night parties, Henry and Emily Chipmunk are too tidy, and Donald Dragonfly’s twig is much too small for both 

of them.  Even Chester’s good pal  

Walter Water Snake can’t help joking about Chester’s predicament.  Every one of Chester’s friends has found a 

happy home.  Will Chester ever have a place to call his own? 

 

 



Children of Cloverly     Stretton 5pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

The power of a mother’s love for God is passed on to her daughter, who transforms the hearts of those in a 

village, thousands of miles away.  Brother and sister, Ben and Annie Bakewell, are sent from their home in 

America to live in England with their cousins after their mother dies and their father is called upon to fight in 

the Civil War.  During her short time on earth, Annie is loved by all, as her desire to always do God’s will 

influences the people of Cloverly, from the common coal field workers to the wealthiest inhabitants of the 

village. 

 

 

*Children’s Homer, The Colum 6pts.  7+RL 

 

This is a retelling of Homer’s Odyssey and Iliad.  Odysseus’s son goes on a voyage in search of his father who 

is away fighting the Trojan War.  The Trojans are defeated, so Odysseus wanders for ten years and experiences 

amazing adventures.  The hero must subdue a one-eyed Cyclops, evade Circe the Enchantress, and sail 

precariously between a fierce whirlpool called Charybdis and a six-headed monster called Scylia who eats 

passing sailors for snacks. 

 

 

Children’s War, The Taylor 3pts.  5+RL 

 

This is the story of twelve-year-old Dory Scofield, who loved life in the little Alaskan settlement of Sedluk.  

However, when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and the U.S. entered World War II, Dory’s live began to 

change. 

 

 

Child’s Garden of Verses, A Stevenson 2pts.  5+RL 

 

This beautiful collection of poems by Robert Louis Stevenson contains pieces about the joy and magic of 

childhood.  They reflect a simpler time in the past and celebrate both children and nature. 

 

 

Christie’s Old Organ    Walton 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is the story of a child who searches out the way to heaven for the sake of an old dying friend.  In doing so, 

Christie has discovered the treasure for himself, as well. 

 

 

 

Christie, the King’s Servant    Walton 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is a continuation of Christie’s story, who is now a pastor in a small fishing village in Runswick Bay.  Jack, 

a weary and depleted artist, chooses the village as a get-away, feeling lost after the death of the aunt who raised 

him.  He is taken in by a dear fisherman and his family, and God uses them, along with Christie, to help Jack 

face his need for Christ. 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Carol, A Dickens 3pts.  4+RL 

 

When the carolers on the street wish Ebenezer Scrooge a merry Christmas, all he can say is “Bah, Humbug!”  

The miserly old businessman thinks of nothing but his money.  And he treats his poor employee, Bob Cratchit, 

terribly.  But one night three spirits transport Scrooge to his past, present, and futures lives until Scrooge stands 

gaping in horror at the edge of his own grave.  What will Scrooge do with the perspective he now has? 

 

 

Christy Marshall 14pts.    6+RL 

 

Only nineteen, Christy leaves her wealthy home to teach school at a mission in the Smoky Mountains.  It is 

more difficult than she ever expected:  the Appalachians dislike strangers, homes are filthy, and modern 

conveniences are unheard of.  Yet as she struggles to show love to the people of the community, she learns 

much about herself.   She also discovers that their hearts yearn for things which she is able to give to them. 

 

 

Clean Your Boots, Sir?    **Hamby 2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

A godly little shoe shiner, Robert Rightheart, chooses one act of honesty which brings about many opportunities 

for him to prosper throughout his lifetime. 

 

 

*Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, A    Twain 7pts.  9+RL 

 

A Yankee from Connecticut is knocked out in a fight and awakes to find himself at King Arthur’s court in 

Camelot where he is sentenced to death.  The ingenious Yankee escapes by posing as a magician and correctly 

foretelling an eclipse.  The book continues with his humorous adventures as “Sir Boss,” Arthur’s right-hand 

man, who annoys Arthur’s other magician, Merlin.  After Merlin is imprisoned, “Sir Boss” decides to 

modernize medieval England. 

 

 

Conspiracy of Pontiac, The Parkman 15pts.  7+ RL 

 

This book portrays the fierce conflict that began along the Great Lakes after the Seven Years’ War and 

chronicles the defeats in which both the eastern Indians and their forest “received their final doom.” 

 

 

Coral Island, The: A Tale of the Pacific Ocean Ballantyne 9 pts.  5+RL 

 

Probably the most popular and thrilling story by R.M. Ballantyne, The Coral Island is a breathtaking account of 

narrow escapes, harrowing trials while stranded in the south Pacific, the very real need of the savages for the 

light of the Gospel, and the courage of three young adventurers. 

 

 

*Count of Monte Cristo, The  Dumas  15pts.   9+RL 

(abridged) 

 

Set in the Napoleonic era, this is a drama of intrigue and suspense.  Count Edmond Dantes is condemned to life 

imprisonment on a false charge.  After incarceration for fourteen years, Dantes makes an amazing escape, finds 

hidden treasure, and becomes very wealthy.  He then sets out to plot the ruin of his old enemies.  

 



  

*Courage of Sarah Noble, The Dalgliesh   2pts.    6+RL 

 

This is based on a true story about Sarah Noble’s difficult journey into the Connecticut wilderness in the early 

eighteenth century.  While her father builds a home for his family, Sarah overcomes her fears of wolves and 

savage Indians. 

 

 

Courtship of Miles Standish Longfellow    1pt.    7+RL 

 

This is a poem about the settlement of the Pilgrims at Plymouth on the coast of Massachusetts.  All the 

characters in the poem are real persons who lived in the Plymouth colony. 

 

 

*Cricket in Times Square Selden   3pts.    4+RL 

 

Chester is a Connecticut cricket who belongs to a boy named Mario Bellini.  Mario’s parents own a newsstand 

in New York City, at the subway station in Times Square.  Chester has many adventures with his two friends, 

Tucker (a mouse) and Harry (a cat).  Mario loves Chester, but his parents are not so thrilled with this unusual 

pet, until they discover that Chester can chirp opera.  

 

 

Cricket on the Hearth Dickens     3pts.     4+RL 

 

This is a story about John Peerybingle and his much younger wife Dot, who have a cricket that acts as a 

barometer for their life at home.  When all is well, the cricket chirps; when there is sorrow, the cricket is silent.  

Tackleton, a jealous old man tells lies about Dot, but the cricket restores John’s confidence. 

 

 

Cross Triumphant, The    Kingsley 7pts.  6RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This story follows a young Nazarite boy to adulthood as he struggles to decide who Jesus really was and 

witnesses the horrors of the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. 

 

 

Cry, the Beloved Country Paton   8pts.    6+RL 

 

The deeply moving story of the Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo and his son, Absalom, set against the background 

of a land and a people where racial injustice is the norm.  The story is set in South Africa which is a black 

man’s country under white man’s law.  This is a classic work of love and hope, courage and endurance. 

 

 

*Dancing Shoes Streatfeild    5pts.      5+RL 

 

After Rachel’s mother dies, she and her adopted sister Hilary go to live with Rachel’s Aunt Cora.  Aunt Cora 

runs a dancing school called “Mrs. Wintle’s Little Wonders,” and their spoiled cousin Dulcie has long been the 

star of the show.  Hilary is a spunky little girl and shrugs off Dulcie’s proud airs, but shy Rachel is daunted by 

the expectation that she must now learn to be a Little Wonder.  Other books in the series include Ballet Shoes 

and Theater Shoes 

 

 



Dangerous Journey Bunyan  4pts.  10+RL 

 

This is a modern re-telling of the story of Pilgrim’s Progress.  An adventure story with settings and characters 

that reflect the best and worst of all things experienced within a lifetime. This book contains all kinds of 

characters such as dragons, demons, giants, dark woods, and angels. 

 

 

Daring Deeds      Wallace 3pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is a compilation of exciting, true adventures of early missionaries in the 1700’s and 1800’s who encounter 

savages and cannibals and endure extreme conditions in order to spread the gospel in remote villages where no 

white man has ever been.  The passion of these young men who risked all to reach the unsaved is encouraging 

as well as convicting. 

 

 

*David Copperfield Dickens 24pts.  8+RL 

 

At a young age, David has to work at a factory.  In London, he meets all kinds of odd characters including Mr. 

Micawber, an easygoing spendthrift, and Uriah Heep, an oily lawyer’s clerk whose fingers make clammy tracks 

along the page like a snail.  Other characters include Betsy Trotwood, David’s eccentric aunt, who has a heart of 

gold beneath her formidable exterior; Barkis, who courts his girl via a single message, “Barkis is willing”; and 

Mr. Creakle, a headmaster whose chief interest in education is flogging his students. 

 

 

Deep Down:  A Tale of the Cornish Mines Ballantyne 9 pts. 5+RL 

 

In this heart-warming tale of love, life, laughter, and tragedy (with some smuggling thrown in), travel back in 

time to explore life set amongst the people living near the tin and copper mines of St. Just, Cornwall, in the mid-

nineteenth century. 

 

 

Doctor Dolittle’s Caravan Lofting 6 pts.         5+ RL 

 

This book is a follow-up to Doctor Dolittle’s Circus, and the Doctor is still operating his circus, but ultimately 

creates an opera using canaries and other birds, which becomes an overwhelming success in London. 

 

 

Doctor Dolittle’s Circus Lofting 6 pts. 5+RL 

 

In order to pay off his voyage to Africa, Doctor Dolittle joins the circus with the pushmi-pullyu as his attraction.  

Many adventures follow. 

 

 

Doctor Dolittle’s Garden Lofting 5 pts. 5+ RL 

 

Doctor Dolittle has learned the languages of insects and hears ancient tales of a giant race of insects.  Intrigued 

by this, he plans a voyage to search for them, but before he leaves, one arrives in his garden. 

 

 

 

 



Doctor Dolittle in the Moon Lofting 4 pts. 5+RL 

 

Doctor Dolittle lands on the moon, and each day brings new adventure.  The animals of the moon flock to him 

and he learns to communicate with the moon plants.  Will they ever let him leave? 

 

 

Doctor Dolittle’s Return Lofting 4 pts. 5+RL 

 

Tommy Stubbins waits anxiously for Doctor Dolittle to return from the moon.  When he does, he wants to do 

nothing but write about all he has experienced.  This proves to be more difficult than expected, so the Doctor 

attempts to be put into jail so that he will be free of all responsibilities and will be able to write his book. 

 

 

Doctor Dolittle’s Zoo Lofting 5 pts. 5+RL 

 

Doctor Dolittle returns from his voyages and attempts to set his house in order.  This includes expanding his zoo 

to include a home for crossbred dogs and a club for rodents.  He also takes time to solve a mystery with the help 

of Kling, the dog detective. 

 

 

Dog Crusoe, The Ballantyne 8 pts. 5+RL 

 

Little did Dick Varley know when he rescued a pup from an Indian's cooking fire preparations, that the dog 

would return the favor ten times over throughout the course of his life and would prove himself to be the 

standard-bearer for the title of  "Man's best friend." 

 

 

Door in the Wall, The De Angeli 3pts.  5+RL 

 

This story is set in medieval England.  Robin is left at home alone when his parents go to serve the king and 

queen.  He becomes very ill, and a kind monk rescues him.  Robin becomes crippled, but the monk teaches him 

to read and write and even swim.  Robin serves as a page at the castle of Sir Peter de Lindsay, but because of his 

disability, he worries that he will never be a good page or a brave knight in the service of the king.  However, 

Robin’s courage is soon put to the test. 

 

 

Eddie Series Haywood 2pts.  3+RL 

 

This delightful series, authored by Carolyn Haywood, is centered on Eddie Wilson, who always has a new idea 

or challenge to pursue.  It is comparable to Haywood’s “Betsy” books. 

 

 

*Eight Cousins Alcott 6pts.  4+RL 

 

After Rose’s father dies, she finds herself orphaned and alone.  She must go to live in the enormous house of 

Aunt Plenty and Aunt Peace.  Rose has just about resigned herself to a lonely life when she meets the serving 

maid, Phoebe, who whistles the songs of birds.  Rose also discovers that her days will be anything but lonely 

when seven cousins, all boys, suddenly tumble into her life.  At first Rose is horrified at having to cope with so 

many horrid boys, but she quickly learns to love their jolly ways. 

 

 

 



Elsie Dinsmore (original series) Finley 7pts.  6+RL 

 

This series chronicles the life of Elsie Dinsmore, beginning at age eight, as she struggles to acquire a 

meaningful relationship with her father, her mother having died when she was a baby.  Each book follows her 

growth, both physically and spiritually, as she comes to know her Heavenly Father in a phenomenal way, 

looking to Him daily throughout life’s many trials. 

 

 

Encyclopedia Brown Mysteries Sobol 2pts.  3RL 

 

These mystery stories involve Encyclopedia Brown who is a boy detective who lives in Idaville, Florida, a 

typical American town.  He is aided in his investigations by his best friend, Sally.  The perennial villain in many 

of the stories is Bugs Meany.  The clues to the mysteries are pretty fair and quite numerous, and well distributed 

through each story.  The plots are inventive and full of 

jokes and metaphors.   The solutions to the mysteries are at the back of each book. 

 

 

Enoch Roden’s Training    Stretton 3pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Enoch, a fatherless young boy in England, goes through a series of severe trials…almost more than even the 

reader will be able to bear!  He questions God’s presence and care throughout the 

ordeal, but comes to a truly amazing realization in the end. 

 

 

*Escape from Warsaw Serraillier 4pts.  5+RL 

 

Ruth, Edek, and Bronia are separated from their parents when they escape from war-torn Warsaw moments 

after their house is bombed by Nazi soldiers during World War II.  Edek is captured by the secret police and 

contracts tuberculosis.  Joined by a mischievous street urchin, the children make the long journey to Switzerland 

hoping to find and rejoin their parents.  Edek travels part of the way hanging on to the axles of a train.  With 

them they carry a little silver sword, which becomes a symbol of hope that their parents are still alive. 

 

 

Evangeline  Longfellow   2pts.    7+RL 

 

This classic epic features Gabriel and Evangeline, two Acadians separated in 1755, during the British expulsion 

of the French settlers from Nova Scotia.  Their strong love for each other forces them to patiently search for 

each other.  Sadly, Gabriel is unknowingly, always just one step ahead of Evangeline. 

 

Fables LaFontaigne    2pt.              5+RL 

 

This classic collection of fables will both teach and delight as lessons are learned through stories of animals that 

can talk. 

 

 

Farmer Boy Wilder     6pts.  3+RL 

 

While Laura Ingalls grows up in a little house on the western prairie, Almanzo Wilder is living on a big farm in 

New York State, where he and his brother and sisters work at their chores from dawn to dinner most days—no 

matter what the weather.  Almanzo finds time for fun, though, especially with the horses, which he loves more 

than anything. 



 

 

Father Brown Mysteries Chesterton    7pts.      10+RL 

 

The quiet, inconspicuous Roman Catholic Priest, Father Brown, serves souls and, on the side, solves mysteries.  

Father Brown ably solves bizarre murders and strange mysteries.  He uses his distinctive style of deduction to 

solve the seemingly unsolvable. 

 

 

Fellowship of the Ring Tolkien    14pts.      6+RL 

 

This book continues the adventures begun in The Hobbit.  When a dangerous and powerful magic ring falls into 

his hands, a hobbit named Frodo gets caught up in an adventure.  The mighty wizard Gandolf and a daring band 

of elves, dwarfs and warriors defend their enchanted land from the wicked sorcerer who would see it destroyed. 

 

 

Fighting the Flames Ballantyne 9 pts.  5+RL 

 

As Frank Wilders, of the London Fire Brigade rises in distinguished heroism, his proud younger brother Willie 

learns what the heart of a hero is made of.  Through daring rescues, valiant hard work, plots of arson, attempted 

murder and winning the worthy hearts of virtuous young women, the best and worst of mid-nineteenth century 

London is exposed. 

 

 

Fire in the Sky     Schmid 2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

The infant son of a count and countess in Germany is kidnapped from his castle and raised in an underground 

cavern by robbers.  Years later, young Henry escapes the cavern and is in awe of the creation he beholds, fully 

convinced that the wonders he sees must be the result of a Creator. 

 

 

Fireside Readings  (Volume I)   **Hamby  3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This collection of stories will inspire and motivate readers to godliness.  Curl up and enjoy!! 

 

 

Fireside Readings  (Volume II)   **Hamby  3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

As with the stories in volume one, readers will surely be inspired by these tales, which particularly cause us to 

reflect on the consequences of obedience vs. disobedience, contentment vs. covetousness, jealousy, and 

honesty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Four Years Wilder 2pts.  3+RL 

 

This is the story which follows These Happy Golden years in the series of books which tell of the life of Laura 

Ingalls Wilder.  It depicts the difficult early years of Laura and Almanzo’s marriage and includes the birth of 

their daughter, Rose.   

 

 

*Five Little Peppers and How They Grew Sidney    5pts.      3+RL 

 

Mrs. Pepper and her five children, Ben, Polly, Joel, Davie, and Phronsie, all live together in the Little Brown 

House.  Ever since Mr. Pepper died, Mrs. Pepper has struggled to feed and clothe her children.  But even though 

they have a daily breakfast of mush and molasses, and the old black stove has a hole in it, and there never seems 

to be quite enough of anything to go around, the Little Brown House is always filled with laughter. 

 

 

Flaming Arrows  (1960 William Allen White) Steele   3pts.       3+RL 

 

An Indian attack on a fort in the Tennessee wilderness makes young Chad Rabun realize that it is wrong to 

condemn one person for the misdeeds of another. 

 

 

Frankenstein Shelley    7pts.       9+RL 

 

A monster assembled by a scientist from parts of dead bodies develops a mind of his own as he learns to loathe 

himself and hate his creator. 

 

 

Freckles Stratton-Porter     7pts.       7+RL 

 

Orphaned and maimed, Freckles’ bitterness about his fate is lessened when he is hired to guard a stretch of 

lumber in the wild Limberlost and, after meeting the beautiful “Swamp Angel,” he determines to find out about 

his past. 

 

 

Frightful’s Mountain    George    4 pts.  5+RL 

 

Sam Gribley has been told that it is illegal to harbor an endangered bird, so when his beloved falcon, Frightful, 

comes home, he has to let her go. But Frightful doesn’t know how to live alone in the wild. She can’t feed 

herself, mate, brood chicks, or migrate. Frightful struggles to survive and learns to enjoy her new freedom. But 

she feels a bond with Sam that can never be broken, and more than anything else, she wants to return to him. 

 

 

From Earth to Moon       Verne    4 pts.  6+ RL 

 

The War of the Rebellion is over—and the members of the American Gun Club, bored with inactivity, look 

around for a new project. At last they have it: “We will build the greatest projectile the world has ever seen—

and make the moon our 38th state!” When this book was published in 1865, it was regarded as pure fantasy. 

Who could imagine a rocket that would carry men and animals through space?  

 

 

 

 



From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E.              Konigsburg        3pts.          4+RL 

 Frankweiler  

 

Claudia decides that her parents do not appreciate her enough, so she needs to teach them a lesson.  She plans 

very carefully and saves her money and decides to live at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  She takes her 

brother Jamie with her, knowing he will have money.  Claudia finds a statue at the Museum so beautiful that she 

can not go home until she discovers its maker, 

whom even the experts do not know.   

 

 

G.A. Henty historical fiction novels   Henty   12pts.  7+RL 

 

G.A. Henty was a renowned storyteller, who began the telling stories he later published, to his own children.   

He was a Christian, and wrote seventy-two historical fiction books, with boys in mind as his readers.  Our 

library contains two copies of The Boys’ Guide to the Historical Adventures of G.A. Henty, which provides a 

plot summary and the historical background for each of the novels. 

 

Garland for Girls, A   Alcott   7pts.  4+RL 

 

This book contains seven delightful stories, of special interest to girls.  Each one is somehow tied to a flower, 

thus the title, A Garland for Girls.  It is a rich and wonderful read. 

 

Gascoyne Ballantyne 9 pts.   5+RL 

 

A colony of settlers receives a visit from a mysterious man known as the Sandal Wood trader.  While battling 

the hostile pagan natives and mounting rescues for kidnapped friends, they will find out if this man will destroy 

them or if his assistance is necessary for the survival of the colony. 

 

Genius of Willie MacMichael, The MacDonald    4pts.  6+RL 

 

Willie MacMichael, a mechanical genius who masters every trade and skill he sets his hand to, finally learns to 

use his talents to serve other people. 

 

 

*Gentle Ben Morey    4pts.   4+RL 

 

Mark Anderson has an unusual pet, a tame brown bear named Ben.  Fog Benson keeps him chained up and 

starving each day in a shed.  On the way home from school every day, Mark unchains Ben and sits with his pet 

feeding him his lunch.  One day, Mark hears that Fog plans to sell the bear.  Mark tries to help Ben escape, but 

the bear is too fond of Mark to leave him.  When Mr. Anderson finds the pair asleep in a field, he understands 

the bond between them and buys Ben for his son.  It is all wonderful, until one day, the Andersons realize that 

Ben may not always be gentle. 

 

 

Giant Killer, The        A.L.O.E. 4pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

A godly and insightful mother reads to four children a tale of Knight Fides, who encounters and, after a series of 

struggles, slays various giants.  She watches as each child takes the lessons which he or she most needs and 

applies them to his or her life.  The giants encountered are Giant Sloth, Giant Selfishness, Giant Untruth, Giant 

Hate, Giant Conscience, and Giant Pride. 

 



 

Giant of the North, The: Pokings Aroung the Pole   Ballantyne 9 pts.  5+RL 

 

This is the tale of a giant Eskimo, Screekinbroot, also called Chingatok.  Journey with our young heroes into the 

frozen tundra and icy waters of the North Pole regions for encounters with Eskimo peoples and to learn about 

Arctic Life. 

 

 

Giant Scissors, The Johnston 3pts.  6+RL 

 

Twelve-year-old Joyce travels to France for one year as a companion to her older cousin Kate.  Sick with 

loneliness for her home and family, she soon finds happiness and fulfillment as she “rescues” a young boy and 

an elderly woman from their distresses. 

 

 

Ginger Pye             Estes  4 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Who can resist the Pyes? There is Mrs. Pye, the youngest mother in the town of Canbury; Mr. Pye, a famous 

bird man; Rachel and Jerry, who see the world through fresh eyes and sometimes react surprisingly; Gramma 

and Grampa, and many delightful friends. And there is Ginger, a puppy whom Jerry and Rachel buy with a 

hard-earned dollar. With the coming of Ginger, a mysterious stranger, wearing a mustard yellow hat, enters the 

children’s lives. 

 

 

*Girl of the Limberlost, A Stratton-Porter  11pts.  9+RL 

 

Near a swampy forest in Indiana called the Limberlost lives a girl named Elnora Comstock.  Her father dies in 

the swamp, causing her mother to grieve for years and ignore her daughter.  Elnora is determined to get an 

education, but her mother will not pay for it.  So she cleverly raises money for books and tuition by selling rare 

moths she finds in the Limberlost.  She eventually discovers a terrible secret about her dead father and meets a 

handsome boy who is engaged to a pampered socialite.  The boy must decide who he truly loves, the socialite or 

Elnora. 

 

 

*Golden Key, The MacDonald 1pt.  5+RL 

 

A boy makes an amazing discovery when he finds a golden key at the end of the rainbow.  Together with a girl 

named Tangle, Mossy begins his journey that will take years to complete.  They come across strange creatures 

such as flying fish, and they meet people like the Old Man of the Sea and the Old Man of the Earth.  But in the 

end, they unlock the mystery of the golden key. 

 

 

Golden Thread, The     Macleod 1pt.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Prince Phillip gets lost in the woods and is captured by a band of evil robbers.  He lets go of the golden thread 

which would have kept him safe.  Through his adventure, Phillip learns some lessons about respecting 

boundaries and avoiding temptation as well as the lesson of the golden thread: “Hold on to truth, mercy, faith, 

and love and you shall never fail.” 

 

 

 



Goodbye, Mr. Chips Hilton 2pts.    6+RL 

 

Mr. Chips is a well-loved teacher at an English boarding school who has taught for years.  He reminisces about 

all the heartache and fun of his years of teaching.  As he grows old, someone mentions that it is sad that he has 

never had any children.  His reply to that is that he has had hundreds of children, and all of them were boys! 

 

 

Gorilla Hunters: A Tale of the Wilds of Africa   Ballantyne 8 pts.               5+RL 

 

In this exciting sequel to The Coral Island, R.M. Ballantyne continues the story of Ralph Rover, Jack Martin, and 

Peterkin Gay who, after their  return to England for rest following their South Seas adventures, are now intent on 

joining the great hunters in Africa for a journey into the interior of the Dark Continent.    

 

 

*Great Divorce, The Lewis   3pts.             8+RL 

 

Several souls take a bus ride when they have been temporarily released from a very dreary hell to visit a very 

beautiful heaven.  The group released is a touchy, quarrelsome bunch, who cling tenaciously to their own pet 

peeves.  When they get to heaven, they do nothing but complain.  The author shows us the chilling effects of 

holding stubbornly to our sinful nature.  The alternative to repentance and eternal life in heaven is a bus ride 

back to hell. 

 

 

*Great Expectations Dickens 16pts.            9+RL 

 

A young boy is visiting his parents’ grave when suddenly a convict grabs the boy by the throat, and threatens to 

cut out his heart and liver unless he returns with a file and some “vittles.”  This is a scary task for Pip since he 

lives with his shrewish sister.  Through an extraordinary set of circumstances, Pip finds that he is a young man 

of great expectations and soon becomes an insufferable snob.  This book is full of mystery and suspense. 

 

 

Gulliver’s Travels Swift 9pts.       11+RL 

 

Gulliver is a ship’s captain from Nottinghamshire, England who has some exciting voyages.  He is shipwrecked 

on the coast of Lilliput, a country of people only six inches tall.  They call him a Man-mountain.  After many 

exciting adventures with these little people, he sails to Brobdingnag, land of giants, where he becomes the toy 

of the king and queen. 

 

 

*Hans Brinker, or the Silver Skates     Dodge 8pts.      6+RL 

 

Hans Brinker and his sister Gretel live with their crippled father and hard-working mother in a shabby little 

house.  It is the middle of a Dutch winter when all the canals are frozen and everyone travels on ice-skates.  

There is a competition-an open ice-skating race-where the winner can win a beautiful pair of silver skates.  Both 

Hans and Gretel long to enter the race, but neither owns a pair of good skates.  They have to be content with 

patched clothing, meager food, and wooden skates.  They have more on their minds than themselves.  However, 

they desperately want their father to be restored to health.  Many amazing events happen and bring joy to their 

home. 

 

 

 

 



Hardy Boys (original only-#1-#58)     Dixon  3pts.      3+RL 

 

This series of mystery stories features brothers Frank and Joe Hardy working together to solve the perplexing 

mysteries that come their way.  They were written by Edward Stratemeyer, using the pen name Franklin W. 

Dixon, and have been a favorite series for boys for decades.   

 

 

Harry Cat’s Pet Puppy Selden 3pts.  4+RL 

 

Harry Cat and Tucker Mouse try to find a permanent home for a young stray puppy they have befriended. 

 

 

Hedge of Thorns, The    Hatchard 2pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This true story chronicles the life of John Carrol who, as a young boy, struggles to resist going through the 

hedge of thorns, which he has been told he must never do.  With many difficult lessons learned, Carrol 

discovers the blessings of boundaries in his life. 

 

 

*Heidi Spyri   7pts.   3+RL 

 

Heidi must go live with a gruff old man who lives at the top of the mountain who is feared throughout the 

valley.  However, Heidi is not afraid and soon begins to love her new home.  They become fast friends.  Then 

Heidi is taken away to be a companion of Klara, a sick little girl in Frankfort.  Even though the city holds new 

friends, she longs for the mountains, the goats and most of all the dear old man. 

 

 

Helen’s Temper     Gladstone          2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This story contrasts the character of two sisters.  Betty has a heart full of compassion, while Helen is self-

centered and wicked.  It demonstrates the great things that come from caring as well as the devastating things 

that result from cruelty. 

 

Henry Huggins Cleary    2pts.   3+RL 

(& sequels) 

 

Henry adopts a mutt, names him Ribsy, and many humorous adventures follow. 

 

Henry Reed, Inc.                                 Robertson   4pts.   4RL 

Henry Reed keeps a journal of his summer activities which include setting up a research firm and embarking on 

a series of usually profitable projects with the help of his friend and neighbor Midge. 

 

 

Henry Reed’s Babysitting Service           Robertson 4 pts.  4 RL 

 

An intelligent person like Henry should have no problem riding herd on the town’s toddlers. But Henry’s never 

tangled with such monster as daredevil Danny, whose stunts keep Henry on his toes—when he’s not ducking 

the toys Danny hurls at his head. There’s also Bernice, the amazing disappearing five-year-old, the always 

obnoxious Sebastiens and Henry’s old friend, Midge, able to outwit any fiendish five-year-old. Would be 

babysitters will delight in Henry Reed’s sly account of the horrors of summer babysitting. 



 

 

Hidden Hand, The     Southworth 17pts.  7+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Nearly impossible to summarize, this mystery is full of adventure as the daring young Capitola, who seemingly 

fears nothing, goes about shocking and challenging Old Hurricane, the gruff, elderly man who takes her in.  

This wonderful book is hard to put down! 

 

 

Hiding Place, The  Ten Boom     5pts.       6+RL 

 

The story of Corrie Ten Boom and her family who follow their Christian faith and risk their lives by providing 

refuge to Jews who were being sought out by Nazi forces occupying the Netherlands during World War II. 

 

 

Highland Chairman, The and Hans the Crucified    Schmid 1pt.  4+RL  
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

In the first story Duncan Campbell, a Scottish Highlander, seeks to move his family members to better their 

circumstances.  Little does he know that his poor choices will lead to dire consequences for his son.  They learn 

from the Psalms that “the choices they make will fix their doom, for this is Heaven’s decree.” 

 

The second story concerns Hans, who lived in Germany during the time of a terrible war with the Turks.  He 

was captured and tortured, but never lost his faith.  Dwelling on the words of a special hymn, “O Lamb of 

God,” saved him.  This true story will inspire you! 

 

 

*Hinds’ Feet on High Places                                     Hurnard           6 pts          7+ RL 

 

Much-Afraid, who works for the Chief Shepherd, has two terrible handicaps: She is lame and full of fears.  Her 

family members, the Fearings, are enemies of the Chief Shepherd and try to force her to marry Craven-Fear.  

Then the Chief Shepherd tells Much-Afraid to travel to the High Places, but in order to make such a journey, 

she must develop hinds’ feet and change her timid ways.  The story describes her travels and the dangerous 

places she must journey through and the enemies she must overcome before she arrives at her destination. 

 

 

*Hobbit, The                                                                Tolkien             7 pts.         6+ RL 

 

This is the first of Tolkien’s adventure fantasies set in Middle-earth and is a prelude to The Lord of the Rings 

trilogy.  The Hobbit tells the story of Bilbo Baggins, who loves nothing more than to curl up after a delicious 

meal and go to sleep.  Despite his sedentary inclinations, however, Bilbo is bustled off against his will by 

thirteen grubby dwarfs and a wizard on a grand adventure.  Their journeys take them into great danger, 

including the menace of orcs, wolves, and dragons.  Bilbo discovers the Ring of Power, which belongs to an 

evil force and corrupts anyone who attempts to utilize its power.  In bringing the Ring back to his country, Bilbo 

precipitates the wrath of the Enemy.  Thus begins the War of the Rings chronicled in The Lord of the Rings 

trilogy. 

 

 

 

 

 



Homer Price                                                                   McCloskey      3 pts. 4+RL 

 

Six episodes in the life of Homer Price including one in which he and his pet skunk capture four bandits and 

another about a donut machine on the rampage. 

 

 

Hoosier Schoolmaster, The                                           Eggleston   6 pts. 4+ RL 

 

A first-year schoolmaster is the hero of this tale.  He is educated, knowledgeable, and clever, and though 

winning over his students is a challenge, he meets and conquers all classroom-related obstacles with intelligence 

and cunning.  He is not so lucky with the rest of the community, however.  A band of thieves led by respected 

members of Flat Creek try to shift the blame for their crimes onto the schoolmaster, whose combined status as 

an educated man and a stranger make him a likely target for community suspicions.  It takes the persistent 

efforts of one of his students on his behalf to save him. 

 

 

Horse and His Boy, The                                               Lewis               5 pts. 4+ RL 

 

Narnia...where horses talk and hermits like company, where evil men turn into donkeys, where boys go into 

battle...and where the adventure begins.  During the Golden Age of Narnia, when Peter is High King, a boy 

named Shasta discovers he is not the son of Arsheesh, the Calormene fisherman, and decides to run far away to 

the North–to Narnia.  When he is mistaken for another runaway, Shasta is led to discover who he really is and 

even finds his real father.  The Horse and His Boy was the fifth book written about Narnia, and it deals with 

events that take place directly after The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 

 

Hound of Baskervilles                                                 Doyle                 5 pts. 5+ RL 

 

At Baskerville Hall on the grim moors of Devonshire, a legendary curse has apparently claimed one more 

victim.  Sir Charles Baskerville has been found dead.  There are no signs of violence, but his face is hideously 

distorted with terror.  Years earlier, a hound-like beast with blazing eyes and dripping jaws was reported to have 

torn out the throat of Hugo Baskerville.  Has the spectral destroyer struck again?  More important, is Sir Henry 

Baskerville, young heir to the estate, now in danger?  Enter Sherlock Holmes, summoned to protect Sir Henry 

from the fate that has threatened the Baskerville family.  As Holmes and Watson begin to investigate, a blood-

chilling howl from the fog-shrouded edges of the great Grimpen Mire signals that the legendary hound of the 

Baskervilles is poised for yet another murderous attack. 

 

House at Pooh Corner, The                                          Milne                3 pts. 4+ RL 

 

Ten adventures of Pooh, Eeyore, Tigger, Piglet, Owl, and other friends of Christopher Robin.  Tigger finds his 

way to the Hundred Acre Wood and Pooh and his friends meet the bounciest creature they’ve ever seen.  He can 

climb trees (but not down), and sometimes his bounce lands gloomy donkeys in the water.  Will the others 

succeed in “un-bouncing” him? 

 

House of Love     Cheney 6pts.  6RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Aurelia is a spoiled, selfish little girl who is treated like a princess by her mother.  One day she is given a 

servant girl named Doris, simply for her own pleasure. Doris is mistreated but believes that she can dwell in the 

house of the Lord and responds to all that happens accordingly.  This is a wonderful story of pride, jealousy, 

and bitterness, along with one little girl’s answer to hate.  Lives are changed forever by the “House of Love” 

and the little girl who lives in it. 

 



 

House of Seven Gables, The                                    Hawthorne      8 pts.         11+ RL 

 

Hawthornes’s take about the brooding hold of the past over the present is a complex one, twisting and turning 

its way back through many generations of a venerable New England family, one of whose members was 

accused of witchcraft in 17th century Salem.  More than 200 years later, we meet the family in its decaying, 

gabled mansions, still haunted by the presence of dead ancestors. 

 

 

House of Sixty Fathers, The                                    DeJong            4 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Tien Pao is all alone in enemy territory.  Only a few days before, his family had escaped from the Japanese 

army, fleeing down river by boat.  Then comes the terrible rainstorm.  Tien Pao was fast asleep in the little 

sampan when the boat broke loose from its moorings and drifted right back to the Japanese soldiers.  With only 

his lucky pig for company, Tien Pao must begin a long and dangerous journey in search of his home and family. 

 

 

Household Stories                                                     Grimm           9 pts.             4+ RL 

 

This is a classic collection of fifty-three stories including Rumpelstiltskin, Rapunzel, Hansel and Gretel, The 

Fisherman and his Wife, Snow White, Tom Thumb, Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella. 

 

 

Huckleberry Finn                                                      Twain             6 pts. 6+ RL 

 

Floating down the Mississippi on their raft, Huckleberry Finn and Jim, a runaway slave, find life filled with 

excitement and the spirit of adventure.  Join Huck and Jim and their old friend Tom Sawyer as they come up 

against low-down thieves and murderers, whilst being chased by Huck’s evil father who is after Huck’s 

treasure. 

 

 

Hunchback of Notre Dame, The                                Hugo            14 pts.           11+ RL 

 

The Hunchback of Notre Dame tells the story of the beautiful gypsy Esmeralda, condemned as a witch by the 

tormented archdeacon Claude Frollo.  Quasimodo, the deformed bell ringer of Notre Dame Cathedral, has fallen 

in love with the kindhearted Esmeralda and tries to save her by hiding her in the cathedral’s tower.  When a 

crowd of Parisian peasants, misunderstanding Quasimodo’s motives, attacks the church in an attempt to liberate 

her, the story ends in tragedy. 

 

 

Hundred and One Dalmatians, The   Smith  4 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Pongo the Dalmatian and his wife Missis undertake a daring expedition to rescue their 15 puppies from the 

clutches of the vicious Cruella de Vil, a fur-fancying fashion plate with designs on the Dalmatians’ spotted 

coats.  When the puppies are stolen from the Dearly home, and even Scotland Yard is unable to find them, 

Pongo and Missis know they must take matters into their own paws! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hundred Dresses, The                                                          Estes               1 pt. 3+ RL 

 

Wanda Petronski definitely stands out in Room 13–she lives in a poor part of town and has only one faded blue 

dress to wear to school.  To defend herself against her classmates’ taunts, she brags that she has one hundred 

beautiful dresses in her closet. 

 

 

Hunted and Harried:  A Tale of the Scottish Covenanters  Ballantyne   4 pts.   5+RL 

 

In the mid-1600's, the King of England's soldiers were regularly given the names of Scottish Covenanters by 

local Scottish curates.  The soldiers then hunted down the Covenanters and persecuted them.  This story begins 

with Will Wallace, searching for Andrew Black, a defiant Protestant. 

 

 

I Am David (see North to Freedom) 

 

 

Idylls of the King                                                      Tennyson          13 pts.        9+RL 

 

“Idylls of the King” is a poem reflective of Tennyson’s lifelong interest in Arthurian themes.  His 

personification of Arthur, the highest ideal of manhood and leadership, is achieved through a delicacy of phrase 

and metrical effect that are unmatched. 

 

Island Queen, The     Ballantyne 5 pts.  5+RL 

 

Set in the South Pacific, Paulina, Dominick, and Otto Rigonda manage to escape in a lifeboat to an uninhabited 

coral reef island after their ship is destroyed at sea.  Thankful to be alive, they begin to explore the many 

interesting areas on their new island home and learn the skills they need to survive. 

 

*Iliad, The                                                                    Homer           10 pts. 9+RL 

 

The Trojan War has been going on for nine years when Greece’s bravest warrior, Achilles, refuses to fight any 

longer because of a foolish quarrel he has with King Agamemnon.  The fighting continues, and the Greeks are 

almost defeated by the mighty Trojans.  But when the most valiant Trojan warrior, Hector, kills Achilles’ best 

friend Patroclus, Achilles gets good and mad–mad enough to come out of his tent where he’s been sulking and 

reenter the battle in order to avenge his friend. 

 

*Incredible Journey, The                                              Burnford       3 pts. 7+ RL 

 

This is the amazing story of two dogs and a Siamese cat who make their way across 250 miles of Canadian 

wilderness.  The three animals band together to protect and encourage one another.  They overcome great 

dangers, such as bears, rushing rapids, and thunderstorms.  Their courage never fails as they make their 

incredible journey. 

 

Indian Captive     Lenski  6 pts.  5+RL 

 

Twelve-year-old Mary Jemison took her peaceful days on her family’s farm in Pennsylvania for granted. But on 

a spring day in 1758, something happened that changed her life forever. A band of warriors invaded the house 

and took the Jemison family captive. Mary was separated from her parents and brothers and sister. She traveled 

with the Indians to southern Ohio and later to a Seneca village on the Genesee River. Based on a true story, here 

is the unforgettable tale of the legendary “White Woman of the Genesee.” 

 



 

In His Steps                                                             Sheldon            6 pts. 7+RL 

 

This classic presents people seeking to change their community by pledging themselves to experiment for a 

whole year with the question, "What would Jesus do?" The penetrating and provocative question "What would 

Jesus do?" in all of life's complex situations is the central theme of this book. It is the soul-stirring novel of men 

and women torn between their faith and the demands, compulsions, and temptations of life. 

 

 

Inheritance and Other Stories, The   Schmid 2pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

A virtuous family gives of themselves sacrificially, despite their own desperate need, and watches with awe as 

God miraculously rewards them. 

 

 

*Invisible Man, The                                                  Wells               3 pts. 7+ RL 

 

This is a spine-chilling mystery.  When a curious stranger arrives at an English inn, his head covered in 

bandages, odd things begin to happen in the village.  The innkeeper issues a warrant for his arrest, and the 

stranger finally tears off his bandages to reveal what is underneath–nothing!  He is invisible.  From then on, the 

situation deteriorates rapidly.  A series of mysterious thefts is followed by a desperate fight during which the 

Invisible Man terrorizes the entire village.  Then the murders begin. 

 

 

Ishmael      Southworth 17pts.  7+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This incredible story depicts the overcoming efforts of a young boy who struggles to do all that is right and 

good, despite his lowly birth and poor reputation.  His passion to succeed and to honor God is inspiring!  This is 

a hard book to put down! 

 

 

Island of the Blue Dolphins                                        O’Dell            3 pts. 5+ RL 

 

Left alone on a beautiful but isolated island off the coast of California, a young Indian girl spends eighteen 

years, not only merely surviving through her enormous courage and self-reliance, but also finding a measure of 

happiness in her solitary life. 

 

 

It’s Like This, Cat                                                        Neville           3 pts. 4+ RL 

 

Dave Mitchell and his father disagree on almost everything: Dave's music, his hair, even what makes a better 

pet, a dog or a cat. Dave's father thinks that a dog could be very educational. So Dave gets Cat. Cat is a strong-

willed tomcat who loves adventure almost as much as Dave does. With Cat around, Dave meets lots of new 

people.  As things change, Dave starts to understand his father a little better. They still don't see eye-to-eye on a 

lot of things, but there is one thing they can both agree on: having a cat can be very educational. 

 

Ivanhoe                                                                          Scott             12 pts.        11+R L 

 



A stirring romantic tale of peril and rescue, chivalry and pageantry, Ivanhoe is the captivating tale of Sir 

Wilfred of Ivanhoe, a knight returning from the Crusades who finds himself disinherited and thwarted in the 

pursuit of the lady Rowena. 

 

 

Jack and Jill                                                                  Alcott              7 pts. 4+ RL 

 

Two inseparable friends, Jack and Jill's bond is tested by a serious sledding accident. But with the 

encouragement of friends and family, they resolve not to let the misfortune ruin the holiday season.  

 

 

Jackanapes                                                                     Ewing              1 pt. 4+ RL 

 

Jackanapes is a story about a boy whose father is killed at the battle of Waterloo—a boy who grows up to die on 

some unspecified battlefield, while saving the life of a friend. 

 

 

James and the Giant Peach                                            Dahl               2 pts. 3+ RL 

 

When poor James Henry Trotter loses his parents in a horrible rhinoceros accident, he is forced to live with his 

two wicked aunts, Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker. After three years he becomes "the saddest and loneliest boy 

you could find." Then one day, a wizened old man in a dark-green suit gives James a bag of magic crystals that 

promise to reverse his misery forever. When James accidentally spills the crystals on his aunts' withered peach 

tree, he sets the adventure in motion. From the old tree a single peach grows, and grows, and grows some more, 

until finally James climbs inside the giant fruit and rolls away from his despicable aunts to a whole new life. 

 

 

*Jane Eyre                                                                       Bronte            14 pts. 7+ RL 

 

Jane, an impoverished orphan, spends her loveless childhood in the home of a hateful aunt.  Her school days are 

punctuated with grief (the death of a close friend) and hardship (the cruel punishments meted out by a 

hypocritical superintendent).  As an adult, Jane falls in love with her employer who is tormented by a terrible 

secret about his past.  She is compelled to leave him but can never forget the mysterious Mr. Rochester.  In 

additions to its romantic plot, this suspenseful novel includes madness, attempted murder, and all the trappings 

of the true gothic tale. 

 

 

Jessica’s First Prayer    Stretton 1pt.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

Jessica, a young neglected girl, makes her own way on the streets of London.  She meets and changes the life of 

the operator of a coffee stall in a London Railway station.  Her life is forever changed as well, as she learns of 

God and His great love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica’s Mother Comes Home   Stretton 2pts.   4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 



 

This book is a sequel to Jessica’s First Prayer.  In it, we find Jessica happily living with Daniel, whose life has 

been changed by his newly found faith. Jessica’s alcoholic mother, who earlier abandoned her, reappears on the 

scene looking for a way in which she could benefit herself from Jessica’s situation.  Daniel is mortified at the 

thought of losing Jessica and struggles to discover what Jesus would do in his shoes. 

 

 

Jill’s Red Bag      LeFeuvre 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is the story of three children and their governess, who introduces them to the ways of God.  They are 

typical, ornery children, but Jill in particular strives to walk in the ways of the Lord.  When she learns about 

“the tenth,” she shares the principle enthusiastically with everyone around her, and God works to bring about a 

great result!   

 

 

Joel:  A Boy of Galilee    Johnston 4pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This story, which takes place during the time of Christ tells of a young boy, crippled by a bully, who has his 

heart and life transformed when he meets Jesus.   

 

 

*Johnny Tremain                                                      Forbes             6 pts. 5+ RL 

 

This is an exciting historical novel about a young man who lives in Boston and gets caught up in the stirring 

events prior to the Revolutionary War.  Johnny Tremain is apprenticed to a silversmith when a tragic accident 

changes his life forever and causes him to become a dispatch rider for the committee of public safety, a job that 

brings him into contact with men such as Samuel Adams, John Hancock, and other Boston patriots.  He 

witnesses the events that lead to the Boston Tea Party and the Battle of Levington, while fighting a personal 

battle of his own. 

 

 

John Ploughman’s Talk    Spurgeon 4pts.  5+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

As Spurgeon’s sub-title states, this book is full of plain advice for plain people.  Spurgeon uses the name 

Ploughman because, as he says, “Every minister has put his hand to the plough: and it is his business to break 

up the fallow ground.”  He expounds on a variety of topics such as gossip, debt, seizing opportunities, and men 

with two faces, speaking plainly and often, with humor. 

 

Jo’s Boys                                                                    Alcott               9 pts.            4+ RL 

 

This sequel to Louisa May Alcott's Little Women and Little Men chronicles the return of the classmates of 

Plumfield, Jo's school for boys. Ten years after the events of Little Men, readers reencounter Nat, the orphaned 

street musician, now a conservatory student, restless Dan, back from the gold mines of California, business-

minded Tom, a reluctant medical student, sailor Emil, home from the sea, and other old friends. 

 

 

 

Journey to the Center of the Earth   Verne  6 pts.  7+ RL 

 



When Axel deciphers an old parchment that describes a secret passage through a volcano to the center of the 

earth, nothing will stop his eccentric Uncle Lidenbrock from setting out at once. So, with silent Hans the guide, 

the two men embark on a perilous, astonishing, terrifying journey through the subterranean world - the most 

incredible voyage ever!  

 

 

*Jungle Book, The                                                      Kipling           6 pts. 7+ RL 

 

This is the story of Mowgli, the boy brought up by wolves in the Indian jungle.  Mowgli has some unlikely 

friends: Bagheera, a cunning black panther, and Baloo, a sleepy old brown bear who teaches him the lore of the 

jungle.  But he also has a deadly enemy: Shere Khan the tiger, who is determined to kill Mowgli.  Mowgli has 

many exciting adventures. 

 

 

Justin Morgan Had a Horse    Henry  4pts.   5+ RL 

 

This is the story of a runt--- a special colt named Little Bub, who eventually becomes the father of the world-

famous breed of American horses, the Morgan Horse. 

 

 

*Just So Stories                                                          Kipling           2 pts. 4+ RL 

 

Young people have loved these animal stories ever since Kipling wrote them one hundred years ago.  You will 

learn how the Camel got his hump, which will teach you not to be lazy; how the Rhinoceros got his skin, which 

will teach you not to be selfish; how the Whale got his throat, which will teach you not to be greedy; and how 

the Elephant got his trunk, which will teach you not to be too curious. 

 

 

*Kidnapped                                                                Stevenson        7 pts. 7+ RL 

 

In this exciting historical novel set in the 1700's, David Balfour’s Uncle Ebenezer wants to steal his nephew’s 

inheritance and won’t even stop at murder.  Ebenezer kidnaps David and stows him away on a ship where he is 

bound for slavery in America.  David lives in wretched conditions and hears about a gruesome murder before he 

befriends Alan Breck Stewart, a Scottish Highlander and anti-royalist with a price on his head.  Together, David 

and Alan experience shipwreck and another mysterious murder.  They hide out in the Highlands, knowing that 

is they are caught, they both will hang. 

 

 

Kim                                                                               Kipling             7 pts. 7+ RL 

 

Kim (1901) is Rudyard Kipling's story of an orphan born in colonial India and torn between love for his native 

India and the demands of Imperial loyalty to his Irish-English heritage and to the British Secret Service.  

 

 

King Arthur and His Knights                                    Malory/Pyle       13 pts. 6+ RL 

 

Here recounts the tales of King Arthur and his knights, from the early prophecies of Merlin and Arthur's birth to 

the destruction of Camelot.  An enthralling story that has delighted generations of readers fascinated by 

chivalry, magic, and the unforgettable drama of medieval times. 

 

*King of the Golden River                                          Ruski                    1 pt. 5+ RL 

 



This is the story of three brothers.  The two older brothers are very ugly and so mean that they work their 
servants until they can’t work any more and then get rid of them without paying them any wages.  The youngest 
brother is very handsome and kind.  Because of the meanness of the two brothers, all three of them become 
impoverished and set off independently to find the treasures of the Golden River. 
 
 

King of the Wind                                                         Henry                  4 pts. 5+ RL 

 

He was named 'Sham' for the sun, this golden red stallion born in the Sultan of Morocco's stone stables.  Upon 

his heel was a small white spot, the symbol of speed.  But on his chest was the symbol of misfortune.  Although 

he was as swift as the desert winds, Sham's proud pedigree would be scorned all his life by cruel masters and 

owners. This is the classic story of Sham and his friend, the stable boy, Agba.  Sham, the renowned Godolphin 

Arabian, whose blood flows through the veins of almost every superior Thoroughbred, has become legendary.  

 

 

 King Solomon’s Mines    Haggard 5 pts.  6+ RL 

 

King Solomon’s Mines follows the explorations of Allan Quartermain, a fortune hunter who travels to Africa in 

search of ancient treasures and a lost fellow explorer.  Written as an adventure story, the novel is also a late 

Victorian imperial romance that illuminates the politics of British imperialist capitalism in 1870's and 1880's 

South Africa. 

 

 

*Lad, A Dog                                                             Terhune           6 pts. 3+ RL 

 

Lad is a thoroughbred collie who loves his family, the Master and the Mistress of The Place.  He is as 

courageous a dog as you’ll ever meet.  No other dog would so valiantly hurl himself between a baby and a 

copperhead so that the snake’s deadly fangs sink deep into the dog not the child.  And when Lad is accidentally 

thrown out of a car and lost in dense traffic in the middle of New York City, his incredible instinct saves his life 

and brings him home after a terrifying thirty-mile journey.  

 

 

Laird’s Inheritance, The                                          MacDonald       13 pts. 8+ RL 

 

Cosmo Warlock is the last in a long line of landowning “lairds” of the Castle Warlock.  Though his family was 

once wealthy, Cosmo grows up in poverty as piece after piece of the laird’s land is sold or mortgaged away to 

keep the creditors at bay.  A mysterious death, legends surrounding the castle, a puzzling old poem, and 

unexpected romance combine in this unforgettable story.  Are love and trust strong enough to withstand the 

forces? 

 

 

Lamplighter, The     Cummins    9pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

A neglected little orphan girl finds hope and healing as the town lamplighter takes her in to care for her.  

Despite all odds, she grows to be a virtuous woman of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Landmark and We Were There                              (authors vary)    3 pts. 3+ RL 

 (historical fiction books) 



 

Each of these is a book that brings to life a great event or personality in our nation’s past.  Each is designed to 

be rich, rewarding reading, capable of stirring the heart as well as the mind.  Each is intended to arouse in the 

reader not only an interest in the course of history, but also an understanding of how the democracy that is our 

heritage was forged. 

 

 

*Lassie Come Home                                                    Knight               5 pts. 5+ RL 

 

Lassie is a beautiful collie whose unemployed owner Joe has to sell her to put food on his table.  Time and time 

again, Lassie escapes from his new owner, the Duke of Rudley, to return to her original master.  The duke gets 

angry and takes Lassie off to the Scottish Highlands, four hundred miles away from Joe.  One day, however, 

Lassie escapes and begins what turns out to be a thousand-mile trek home.  During this desperate trip, Lassie 

must face such terrible dangers as gun shots, wild animals, and–perhaps worst of all–dogcatchers! 

 

 

Last Battle, The                                                            Lewis                5 pts. 4+ RL 

 

Narnia. . .where dwarfs are loyal and tough and strong——or are they?. . .where you must say goodbye. . .and 

where the adventure begins again.  The Unicorn says that humans are brought to Narnia when Narnia is stirred 

and upset.  And Narnia is in trouble now: a false Aslan roams the land.  Narnia's only hope is that Eustace and 

Jill, old friends to Narnia, will be able to find the true Aslan and restore peace to the land.  Their task is a 

difficult one because, as the Centaur says, "The stars never lie, but Men and Beasts do." Who is the real Aslan 

and who is the imposter?  In the conclusion of the saga that began with The Magician's Nephew, The Last Battle 

is the greatest of all, and the final struggle between good and evil, played out on the hilltops of Narnia. 

 

 

*Legend of Sleepy Hollow, The                                   Irving                 2 pts.  6+ RL 

 

Ichabod Crane is a lanky schoolteacher of Sleepy Hollow in love with blooming Katrina Van Tassel.  But he 

has a rival, a prankster named Brom Bones.  This formidable adversary carries out all kinds of pranks on 

Ichabod, which culminate in the strange affair of the Headless Horseman. 

 

 

Legend of the Easter Egg, The   Schmid 1pt.  3+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This story begins with a beautiful woman of high standing in society fleeing from danger with her two children.  

She comes to a small village where the people, despite their meager means, generously take the three in, as if 

their own.  To express her gratitude, she shares chickens and eggs obtained by a servant, with the community.  

The villagers have never seen chickens or eggs!  The woman teaches them much about the egg, and she plans a 

special Easter festival for the children.  Because nothing else is available, she uses eggs as the featured “treat,” 

coloring them and writing valuable verses on them.  One of the eggs is instrumental in her eventual rescue and 

return to her husband! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Les Miserables (abridged)                                       Hugo            15 pts.            10+ RL 

 



Jean Valjean is a social outcast, an ex-convict imprisoned for nineteen years for attempting to steal bread for his 

sister and her starving children.  A saintly bishop takes pity on Valjean and inspires him to live a life of 

integrity.  Valjean spends the rest of his days helping others and saving lives, while he is constantly pursued by 

a ruthless police inspector who believes he is a dangerous criminal.  Always on the run, Valjean rescues and 

raises up a motherless child, Cosette.  Despite Valjean’s dedication to sacrifice for the sake of others, he seems 

destined to meet constant rejections and persecution. 

 

 

Let the Circle Be Unbroken                                        Taylor           6 pts. 5+ RL 

 

The year was 1935.  Four black children growing up in rural Mississippi during the Depression experience 

racial antagonisms and hard times but learn from their parents the pride and self-respect they need to survive. 

 

 

*Light in the Forest, The                                            Richter           3 pts. 5+ RL 

 

True Son is a white boy captured by Indians and raised by a great Indian warrior.  He grows up to think, feel, 

and act like an Indian.  Then True Son’s real father captures him and takes him home, where True Son is forced 

to live with people who think that Indians are brutal savages.  All True Son can think about is escaping back to 

the mountains and his Indian friends.  When war breaks out, True Son must take sides and decide where his 

loyalty lies. 

 

 

*Light Princess, The                                                    MacDonald      5 pts. 6+ RL 

 

From her birth, Princess Makemnoit has had a weight problem: she has no gravity.  Imagine how frustrating it 

would be for a baby to be continually bobbing around the ceiling and floating away from nurses!  Well, this is 

the situation of the Light Princess.  The Princess herself doesn’t seem to mind her condition in the least. On the 

contrary, she is the most joyful baby; in fact, it is because she cannot cry that she weighs so little.  She is 

entirely too light-hearted.  The baby princess soon grows into a lady princess, very beautiful except that she 

can’t stand on her own two feet.  It is only through a set of extraordinary circumstances that she comes down to 

reality, hitting the earth with a loud thump! 

 

 

*Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, The                  Lewis             5 pts.          4+ RL 

 

When Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy go to spend their holidays in the old house of a peculiar Professor, they 

make an amazing discovery: a wardrobe that becomes the doorway to Narnia.  This mystical land has been 

under a long-standing curse, the spell of the evil White Witch.  She has usurped control of Narnia and placed 

the land in everlasting winter.  The forces of the White Witch are strong and fearsome.  She is determined to 

destroy Aslan the great Lion as well as the children and to establish her evil empire forever.  But, in fact, Aslan 

has called the four children to do battle between good and evil and to assume their thrones in the great castle, 

Cair Paravel. 

 

 

Little Colonel, The                                                          Johnston         3 pts. 5+ RL 

 

A spunky little girl who lives on her grandfather's farm in Kentucky reunites a fragmented family after the Civil 

War.  This is the first of a wonderful series about the delightful Lloyd Sherman! 

 

Little Colonel at Boarding School, The  Johnston 5 pts.  5+RL 

 



In this story, the Little Colonel experiences life in a boarding school, as her mother is tending to a sick relative.  

She meets many new friends and starts a special club to raise money for the poor. 

 

 

Little Colonel in Arizona, The   Johnston 5pts.  5+RL 

 

The Little Colonel ventures off to visit dear family friends in the desert area of Arizona and experiences many 

adventures as she lives with them in their wigwam, including her first romance. 

 

 

Little Colonel: Maid of Honor, The  Johnston 5pts   5+RL 

 

Mrs. Sherman plans a second house party, six years after the first, inviting the same guests.  However, this time 

Eugenia comes as a bride.  The wedding takes place at Locust, with Lloyd being the maid of honor. 

 

 

Little Colonel’s Christmas Vacation, The  Johnston 6pts.   5+RL 

 

A new year at Warwick Hall brings new students and friends into the picture.  A pre-Christmas illness threatens 

to spoil Lloyd’s plans for the holiday, but she drains all energy to complete the term and her Christmas 

preparations.  Betty returns home with her for the vacation, and delightful times are had by all.  Heartbreak 

results, however, when the Little Colonel is not strong and healthy enough to return to school for the next term.  

As always, growth of character is the result of her disappointment. 

 

 

Little Colonel’s Hero, The    Johnston 5pts.  5+RL 

 

Lloyd travels to Europe and meets a special man and his incredible St. Bernard named Hero, who is a rescue 

dog trained by the Red Cross.  She forms a strong bond with both during their time together. 

 

 

Little Colonel’s Holidays, The   Johnston 4pts.  5+RL 

 

After an exciting summer and house party with dear friends, Lloyd is lonely as fall begins.  She tries 

volunteering at a children’s hospital and learns much from a little girl who is dying . 

 

 

Little Colonel’s House Party, The   Johnston 4pts.  5+RL 

 

The Little Colonel is allowed to invite three special friends for an extended summer visit in which they 

experience delightful adventures and growth of character.  This is a favorite in the Little Colonel series! 

 

 

Little Colonel’s Knight Comes Riding  Johnston 6pts  5+RL 

 

The Little Colonel’s childish adventures come to an end as she returns home to Lloydsboro, Kentucky, to find 

the former young boys she grew up with have become wonderful young men.  She receives a proposal from 

one, and her life is never the same! 

 

 

Little House in the Big Woods   Wilder 5pts. 3+RL 

 



Wolves and panthers roamed the woods in the 1870’s.  In those same woods, Laura Ingalls lived with her Pa 

and Ma, and her sisters, Mary and Baby Carrie, in a snug little house built of logs.  Pa hunted and trapped.  Ma 

made her own cheese and maple sugar.  All night long, the wind howled lonesome, but Pa played his fiddle and 

sang, keeping the family safe and cozy. 

 

 

Little House on the Prairie                                        Wilder             5 pts.   3+RL 

 

Long, long ago, a little girl named Laura Ingalls headed west toward the prairie with her Pa, her Ma, her sisters 

Mary and Carrie, and their good old bulldog, Jack.  They traveled far each day in their covered wagon, driving 

through tall grass until they found just the right spot for their new home.  With the help of their kind neighbor, 

Mr. Edwards, Pa built a snug little house for the family in the middle of the wide-open prairie. 

 

 

Little King Davie     Hellis  2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Little Davie is a poor street sweeper who, upon hearing a preacher’s sermon, becomes entranced with his words.  

What did it mean that he could be a “king unto God?”  After a horrible accident, he discovers what being a king 

means and how the best kings serve others.  Davie will touch your heart just as he touched those around him!  

 

 

Little Lamb, The     Schmid 2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Ten-year-old Christina chooses to do the right thing, searching for the rightful owner of a lamb she finds during 

a storm.  This begins a chain of events in which God is obviously at work, ultimately blessing the entire village 

with the lesson that God used a “lamb” to restore and bless His people. 

 

 

Little Lame Prince, The                                           Craik              7 pts. 8RL 

 

Written in 1875, this lovely children's story about a very special prince who has amazing adventures on a 

magical traveling cloak has captivated generations with its charm and beauty. 

 

 

*Little Lord Fauntleroy                                          Burnett            5 pts. 8+ RL 

 

Cedric Errol was born in America.  His father, the youngest son of an English earl, died when Cedric was very 

young.  Cedric and his mother live by themselves, poor but happy that they have each other, and the little boy 

cheers his mother a great deal.  One day, a man comes to tell them that Cedric is the only heir to a great fortune 

and that he is to be the next Earl of Dorincourt.  Cedric and his mother are whisked away to England.  His 

grandfather, the grand Earl, is a fierce old man who sends the boy’s mother away.  But Cedric, now little Lord 

Fauntleroy, eventually charms everyone, including his stern grandfather. 

 

 

Little Men                                                                 Alcott              8 pts. 4+ RL 

 

Jo March, the tomboy heroine of Little Women, has grown up!  She returns in this beloved sequel as a young 

woman with a family of her own.  Jo and her husband, Professor Bhaer, open their hearts (and their home) to 

educate and care for a handful of rowdy yet well-meaning youngsters. With tales ranging from tearful to 



cheerful, this heart-warming classic promises young readers an exciting and fun-filled visit to nineteenth-

century America. 

 

 

Little Prince, The                                                     deSaint Exupery   2 pts. 5 + RL 

 

The narrator is a downed pilot in the Sahara Desert, frantically trying to repair his wrecked plane. His efforts are 

interrupted one day by the apparition of a little prince.  The Little Prince describes his journey from planet to 

planet, each tiny world populated by a single adult. He also relates his adventures in seeking the secret of what 

is important in life. 

 

 

*Little Princess, A                                                    Burnett                  5 pts. 7RL 

 

Captain Crewe and his daughter Sara, the best of friends, have always lived and played together.  But because 

India is not the best climate for little girls, Sara must go to a boarding school in England.  At school, Sara 

quickly becomes the envy of all the other girls; she has so many pretty dresses and playthings.  However, Sara 

has something much more valuable than toys–imagination.  When Sara’s father tragically dies, leaving her 

penniless, she is left in the hands of a cruel teacher.  She must leave her beautiful room to live in a cold attic.  

Sara’s trials bring her near starvation and she must rely upon a few faithful friends and the world of her 

imagination. 

 

 

Little Sir Galahad     Holmes 2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

Young David’s life changed dramatically after “the sad thing happened,” but becoming lame causes him to 

grow immensely in character and he begins to see God’s hand clearly in the little things of life. 

 

 

Little Threads     Prentiss 3pts.  3+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Two little girls, referred to as “Tangle Thread” and “Golden Thread” by their mothers, are born into very 

different families, the first being wealthy, and the second living in poverty.  Like a tangled thread woven into 

the middle of a fine piece of fabric, Tangle Thread is a difficult and disagreeable child most of the time, unlike 

her kind and generous mother, who spends many hours with God and in service to the poor.  Golden Thread, 

like a beautiful strand woven into a rough, drab fabric, is a sweet and gracious child.  She was born to a single 

woman who eventually lost her eyesight due to an accident at work.  She became so weak and ill that the two 

were destitute.  The lives of these two families become interwoven, and the lessons they learn about humility, 

gratefulness, obedience, and having a servant’s heart, no matter what life’s circumstances are, makes it a great 

story to reflect on Christ’s attributes. 

 

 

Little Town on the Prairie    Wilder 5pts.                3+RL 

 

After the long hard winter in De Smet, South Dakota, the Ingalls are ready for some happy times!  They begin 

to socialize again, and go to church socials, dances, and “literaries.”  Laura begins a job sewing, despite her 

dislike for domestic tasks, in order to help Mary go to a college for the blind.  Almanzo Wilder enters the 

picture, and romance blooms! 

 

 

*Little Women                                                          Alcott             14 pts. 4 + RL 



 

While Mr. March is away fighting in the Civil War, the March women–four sisters and their mother–must fend 

for themselves.  Even though they are poor, they never lack laughter.  Energetic and inventive, Meg, Jo, Amy, 

and Beth get into all sorts of scrapes and adventures.  The family’s poverty teaches the girls to fight temptation 

and envy, and everyone pitches in to do her part.  Jo, even sells her hair in order to make money for her beloved 

family. 

 

 

Littles, The                                                              Peterson               1 pt. 2+ RL 

(series) 

  

Only a few inches tall, the members of the Little family encounter a myriad of dangers, especially when the 

house cat comes their way.  

 

 

Log of a Cowboy, The                                            Adams                   8 pts. 6+ RL 

 

What are the connections between cattle branding and Christian salvation, between cattle rustling and making of 

spurs and horsehair bridles in prison, between children’s coloring books and cowboy poetry as it is practiced 

today?  The Cowboy uses literary, historical, folkloric, and pop and cultural sources to document ways in which 

cowboys address religion, gender, economics, and literature. 

 

 

Lonely Island, The     Ballantyne 5pts.  5+RL 

 

This story is a follow-up to what happened to the escaped mutineers of the famous H.M.S. Bounty.  Join them as 

they seek an uninhabited island hideaway where they can end their days in solitude. 

 

 

Long Winter, The     Wilder 5pts.  3+ RL 

 

The Ingalls family experiences a record-breaking, sub-zero winter while in the Dakota Territory, which they 

almost don’t survive.  The first blizzard came in October, and it was still snowing the following April.  Trains 

were unable to get food and coal to their community, but as always, this strong family perseveres! 

 

 

Lorna Doone      Blackmore 15 pts.        10 + RL 

 

Lorna Doone is the story of John Ridd, an unsophisticated farmer, who falls in love with the beautiful and 

aristocratic Lorna Doone, who was kidnapped as a child by the outlaw Doones on Exmoor. The novel is multi-

faceted: it is a romance, a historical novel set at the time of the Monmouth Rebellion in the seventeenth century, 

and a new development in the pastoral tradition. Underneath an idyllic evocation of rural bliss and a tale of love 

and high adventure, lies a solid defense of Victorian social values and a problematic image of a “manly hero” 

(John Ridd) whose inward doubt prompts him constantly to prove his own masculinity to himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Clue, The     Walton 6pts.  4+RL 



   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This mystery is a delight to read, as we watch two people of integrity go through difficult times but cling to the 

higher road.  Captain Fortesque, a man of high standing in society, finds the course of his life, and 

consequently, the life of young Marjorie, changed at the death of his father and in reading the note which was to 

be opened only after his father’s death.  

 

 

Lost Horizon      Hilton  5 pts.  9 + RL 

 

Here is a fantastic tale of adventure by the English novelist, James Hilton. Four Europeans traveling in the Far 

East find themselves stranded in a lost world when their plane goes off course near Nepal and is forced to land 

in a mysterious kingdom called Shangri-La. One of the four, a young Englishman named Conway, narrates the 

tale of their experiences, which become more incredible and dreamlike as the story progresses.  In this still 

timely tale, the foreigners find their dreams and then lose them in the harsh glare of reality. The tale is a 

metaphor for our lost innocence and the end of paradise. 

 

 

Lost Ruby and The Lost Child, The  Schmid 2pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

In The Lost Ruby, Lieutenant Wildberg gives in to the temptation of stealing a dazzling ruby.  He believes the 

theft is for a good cause, but his lies only bring grief to those he loves.  He learns the important truth found in 

Proverbs: “Buy the truth and sell it not.” 

The second story in this volume depicts the trials of little Augustus as he wanders off and boards a boat.  The 

sailors set sail, unaware of his presence.  His distraught mother learns that negligence can bring great heartache, 

but that “all God does is in wisdom and in love.” 

 

 

*Magical Melons     Brink  4 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Caddie and her two rascally brothers, Tom and Warren, are at it again, scooping up fun, getting into mischief, 

and doing a very poor job of keeping their clothes clean. Imagine their delight when they find a secret hoard of 

delicious watermelons in their barn. Do you think they tell anyone about their mysterious find or quietly dispose 

of the treasure? This episode begins a series of escapades involving the seven Woodlawn children who live in 

Wisconsin in 1860. 

 

 

Magician’s Nephew, The    Lewis  5 pts.  4+ RL 

 

The secret passage to the house next door leads to a fascinating adventure---Narnia, where the woods are thick 

and cool, where Talking Beasts are called to life…..a new world where the adventure begins. This is the story 

that C.S. Lewis intended to be the first in his landmark series, The Chronicles of Narnia. Here we are introduced 

to Polly and Digory, who are tricked by Digory’s uncle Andrew, who thinks he’s a magician, into becoming 

part of an experiment that transports them into the adventure of a lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magnificent Obsession    Douglas 6 pts.  9 + RL 



 

When Robert Merrick’s life is saved at the expense of the life of an eccentric but adored surgeon, the carefree 

playboy is forced to reevaluate his own path. Merrick embarks on a course of anonymous philanthropy, inspired 

by reading the doctor’s private papers. An engaging and dramatic story of personal redemption and private 

sacrifice, this spiritual tale has served as an inspiration for both stage and screen. 

 

Main-Travelled Roads    Garland 7 pts.  6+ RL 

 

Main-Travelled Roads contains eleven stories in this expanded and revised 1922 edition of an undisputed 

American classic. “Under the Lion’s Paw” shows an honest, hard-working farmer victimized by a greedy 

landlord. Equally powerful is the semi-autobiographical “Up the Cooly”, concerning a successful son who 

returns from the East to find his mother and brother trapped on a poor farm, defeated in spite of their best 

efforts. Although Garland paints no pretty pictures, he offers exhilarating moments in the lives of these farm 

people and never ignores the strength of individual will. 

 

 

Man in the Iron Mask, The    Dumas 12 pts.            11+ RL 

 

Louis XIII had to be a Solomon; his queen produced twin male heirs—two sons of equal age with equal 

pretensions. Louis feared for France. One prince is peace and safety for the state; two is civil war and anarchy. 

One son had to go. Louis could not kill him—but he could hide him—in an iron mask. Such is the quality of 

paternal mercy.  

 

 

Mansion, The       Van Dyke 1pt.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

John Weightman is a self-made man who seemingly does everything right.  He is admired and respected by all.  

His son Harold, however, wonders about his father’s motivation for doing some of the things he does.  Is he 

trying to score points with God?  Maybe Harold knows something that his father does not. 

 

 

Man Who Was Thursday, The   Chesterton 6 pts.            10+ RL 

 

This is an intriguing story about a group of anarchists and one man’s endeavor to uncover their nefarious plot. 

Part mystery and part social commentary, this is a delightfully funny foray into turn of the century (19th) 

London that is as relevant today as it was in 1908, when it was first published. Bizarre, hilarious and a real page 

turner, this is one of those books to add to your list of books to have with you should you ever be stranded on a 

desert island, for with every reading you will ferret out more elements of the mystery, as well as the nuances of 

Chesterton’s social and political commentaries that run as an unobtrusive commentary throughout this unique 

and deceptively complex novel. 

 

 

Many Waters      L’Engle 6 pts.  5 RL 

 

A touch of the computer keys, a blast of heat, and suddenly the Murry twins, Sandy and Dennys, are gasping in 

a shimmering desert. If only the brothers had normal parents, not a scientist mother and a father who 

experiments with travel in space and time. If only the twins had noticed the note on the door of their mother’s 

lab: EXPERIMENT IN PROGRESS. PLEASE KEEP OUT. But it’s too late for regrets. At last it’s Sandy and 

Dennys’s turn for an adventure—an adventure that becomes serious when they discover that “many waters” are 

coming to flood the desert. 

 



Martian Chronicles, The    Bradbury 5 pts.  6+ RL 

 

Have you ever wanted to go to space? No matter what your answer is, Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles 

will make you want to go. Triumph, failure, and a sense of exploration are all aspects of this wonderfully 

intense book. At some points, you are amazed with wonder, while others, your heart has fear dwelling in it. 

Once you pick up this book, however, you won’t put it down until you’ve read every last word on every page. 

The story depicts a tried and failed attempt of Americans to colonize Mars, begin new lives and to create 

another Earth. The exciting plot pulls you into such a fantastic world that you feel as though, when you look out 

your window, you’ll see Martian landscape stretching across the land. This book will surprise and shock you 

while keeping you immensely entertained! 

 

 

Martin Rattler: Adventures in the Forests of Brazil    Ballantyne     6pts.      5+RL 

 

This is the story of a mischievous young boy with a good heart.  By mistake, he winds up on the ship Firefly 

with his friend Barney O'Flannagan, headed to the South Seas.  Escaping and surviving a shipwreck, the two 

explore South America in one adventure after another. 

 

 

Mary Jones and Her Bible    **Hamby 2 pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This true story follows Mary Jones, a poor but content child, as she grows up in Wales in the late 1700’s.  

Mary’s heart’s desire, from the young age of eight, is to obtain a Bible of her very own.  She makes a plan to 

save every coin she can, doing odd jobs for neighbors in between her chores at home and her schoolwork.  After 

six years of saving, Mary finally has enough money and sets out for another village, a fifty-mile round-trip 

walk, to find Mr. Charles, a man known to be able to obtain Bibles from London.  Although all the Bibles he 

has are spoken for, the man has compassion on Mary.  Mr. Charles is so touched and troubled by the difficulty 

Mary faced, that he later became instrumental in the formation of the British and Foreign Bible Society, an 

organization that eventually distributed millions of Bibles in hundreds of languages to the needy all over the 

world.  This story is a testimony that God works through ordinary people like Mary Jones to achieve great 

things! 

 

 

Mary Poppins       Travers 4 pts.   5+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

The wind brings two English children a new nanny who introduces them to some delightful people and 

experiences. Mary Poppins is prim and strict and never tells anybody anything. Arriving mysteriously with the 

east wind one day, Mary becomes nanny to Jane, Michael, and the twins, John and Barbara Banks. Life in that 

family is suddenly filled with wonderful magical adventures that burst on the unsuspecting children and, 

although the seemingly cold and conceited Mary Poppins always denies the magic every happened, the children 

always find proof that it did.  

 

 

Mary Ware   The Little Colonel’s Chum  Johnston 5pts.  5+RL 

 

Mary Ware, the Little Colonel’s humble friend from Arizona becomes the center of this new series, in which 

she attends the same boarding school as did Lloyd.  She is matched with a very uppity high- society girl from 

Chicago as her roommate.  Though the girls are very different, they find themselves helping to shape each 

other’s character as they grow and mature. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Mary Ware in Texas     Johnston 6pts.  5+RL 

 

Mary leaves school to help care for her brother, Jack, who is crippled by a mining accident.  In need of a milder 

climate, Mary, Norman, and Mrs. Ware take him to San Antonio, Texas, where Mary is entranced by high-

society city life.  They experience many adventures and make some very special friends during their stay. 

 

 

Mary Ware’s Promised Land   Johnston 6pts.  5+RL 

 

Jack has recovered from his injuries so the family leaves Texas to return to Lone-Rock, where Mrs. Ware is 

expecting that Jack will work to support them all.  Mary, however, is ready to venture out and live her own life.  

Surely there is some high destiny in store for her! 

 

 

*Matchlock Gun, The    Edmonds 1 pt.  5+ RL 

 

Edward Van Alstyne is fascinated by his great-grandfather’s matchlock gun which hangs over the fireplace. It is 

a magnificent gun with beautiful brass bindings, but when Edward’s father leaves for militia duty, he always 

takes his musket and leaves the matchlock. Mr. Van Alstyne explains to Edward that the musket is easier to 

handle and to fire, but Edward still admires the old matchlock gun. One day, Mr. Van Alstyne gets into his blue 

militia coat and goes to ward off the French and Indians who are fighting the Dutch settlers. He leaves his wife, 

Edward, and the little Trudy alone in the house. That night, Edward gets his chance to use the old matchlock 

gun. 

 

 

Me and Nobbles     LeFeuvre 4pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Bobby is left to live with his cold, and uncaring grandmother after his mother’s death, while his father is 

traveling in an unknown country.  He eagerly expects his father’s arrival each and every day, although the 

family has not heard from him in years.  Bobby’s best friend and source of comfort is Nobbles, a walking stick 

with a head, with whom he confides every thought, desire, and dream.  As the story unfolds, Bobby’s strong and 

unrelenting faith is rewarded. 

 

 

*Meet the Austins     L’Engle  4 pts.   3+ RL 

 

The Austins are a happy family until Maggy Hamilton comes into their lives. Maggy is a spoiled, selfish girl 

whose father has just died. They can’t feel very sorry for her, however, and they certainly don’t like her very 

much because she is rude, thoughtless, and keeps getting the other children into trouble. All kinds of adventures 

happen to the Austin family before Maggy becomes loved and accepted by this close-knit, fun-loving family. 

 

 

 

Melody   The Story of a Child   Richards 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 



A young orphan girl, blind since birth, is dearly loved by the whole village in which she lives.  She is kidnapped 

by a man who hears her angelic voice, hoping to use her to prosper himself, and the whole community grieves 

and suffers.  Melody changes the lives of them all, along with her greedy captors!   

 

 

Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes     Doyle    8 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This book contains a collection of murder mysteries recounted by Holmes’s invaluable colleague, Dr. Watson.  

Each episode is a baffling set of circumstances as Holmes’s brilliant reasoning methodically solves the crimes. 

 

 

Men of Iron      Pyle  8 pts.  9 RL 

 

The pomp and pageantry of the Middle Ages were especially impressed upon the mind of Howard Pyle and 

many of his stories of chivalry, adventure and achievement are still popular today, but none more so than Men 

of Iron. The youthful hero, Myles Farworth, is the son of a lord unjustly condemned for treason in the days 

when King Henry IV was bringing England under firm rule following the weak and corrupt reign of Richard II. 

How Myles grew in knightly prowess and virtue until his finally vindicated his father and won the favor of the 

King is told with vigor, enthusiasm, and moral purpose that bring the history of those stirring times vividly 

before the eyes of the reader. 

 

 

*Merry Adventure of Robin Hood, The  Pyle  9 pts.   5+ RL 

 

This is an entertaining and beautifully illustrated collection of tales about Robin Hood and his merry men---

Little John, Allan a Dale, Friar Tuck, Will Scarlet, and the rest of his stout yeomen. Over and over again, the 

Sheriff of Nottingham tries to capture the bold outlaw, but Robin always outwits him, often to the Sheriff’s 

acute embarrassment. Robin and his men get the best of the villains and administer their own brand of justice. 

Robin’s fame attracts the admiration of the queen and the wrath of the king. Now all of the king’s men, aided by 

Robin’s enemy, the Sheriff of Nottingham, pursue the merry outlaw. 

 

 

Michael O’Halloran     Stratton-Porter  11 pts.  9 RL 

 

Michael O’Halloran chronicles the adventures of an orphaned newspaper boy in his “hand-to-hand scuffle” 

with life in a Midwestern metropolis. Young Mickey O’Halloran lives alone in a tenement in Multiopolis until 

he stumbles upon another orphan, a crippled little girl named Lily Peaches. Mickey takes her under his wing, 

determined to make a home in the face of their poverty. They touch the lives of various men and women of the 

city, people whose own values are strengthened through the example of these two plucky children. 

 

 

Midshipman Easy     Marryat 7 pts.  9+ RL 

 

A rollicking sea adventure set in the time of the Napoleonic Wars, Midshipman Easy follows the escapades of a 

young midshipman who enters the King’s service with some ideas that ran badly afoul of the standards of naval 

discipline. Marryat offers contemporary readers plenty of cannon fire, battle strategy, peril and passion---

liberally sprinkled with wit and fine turns of phrase. Packed with humor and controversy, Midshipman Easy is a 

can’t miss adventure! 

 

 

Milly-Molly-Mandy Storybook, The  Brisley3pts.  3+RL 

 



Enjoy the many childhood adventures of Millicent Margaret Amanda, known as Milly-Molly-Mandy, along 

with her companions, Little-friend-Susan and Billy Blunt.  This delightful collection of stories has been shared 

for generations! 

 

 

Minn of the Mississippi    Holling 3 pts.   4+ RL 

 

The adventures of a three-legged snapping turtle as she travels from the headwaters to the mouth of the 

Mississippi River illustrate the life cycle of the turtle and the geography, history, geology and climate of the 

river. The history of the Mississippi River valley is told in text and pictures by Minn, a snapping turtle, as she 

travels downstream. 

 

 

Minute Boys of Bunker Hill, The   Stratemeyer 4 pts.   4 RL 

 

The second book in a three-part series, The Minute Boys of Bunker Hill is an exciting historical tale for boys and 

girls which chronicles the events of the American Revolution through the experiences of a young patriot named 

Roger Morse. Boys and girls who read this story will be entertained by escape into exciting historical adventure. 

They will be informed not only of American Revolutionary War history but also of the importance of such 

virtues as love of liberty, bravery in the face of tyranny, courage against overwhelming odds, fierce 

determination and loyalty to country, family and friends. 

 

 

Minute Boys of Lexington, The   Stratemeyer 4 pts.   4 RL 

 

The year was 1775. The Colonies teetered on the brink of war with Britain. The brave patriots of Lexington and 

Concord stood ready. In this world, sixteen-year-old Roger Morse grew up before his time. The Minute Boys of 

Lexington is the first book in the series for young people detailing the events of the American Revolution. 

Written in the late 19th century, it is the kind of adventure story missing from the ranks of today’s children’s 

books. The rousing story of Roger Morse will transport the reader back to another time—a time when the future 

of our country was at stake.  

 

 

Miracles on Maple Hill    Sorensen 5 pts.   4+ RL 

 

Imagine living in the countryside where miracles happen! Would you like that, even if you had to leave the city 

where all your old friends and school are? This novel takes the reader on an adventure to see where miracles 

happen on Maple Hill. The main characters Marly and Joe are very believable, and their family shares many 

adventures when they move from the city to Grandma’s old house on Maple Hill. 

 

 

Misty of Chincoteague    Henry  4pts.  5+ RL 

 

This is the true story of two children who helped their grandparents raise ponies for years on Chincoteague 

Island.  One year, Paul is permitted to herd wild horses on Assateague Island with other villagers on Pony 

Penning Day.  He has high hopes of capturing the mighty Phantom, too wild to have ever been caught before.  

He actually rides straight to the coveted horse after arriving at the island but finds an unexpected bonus beside 

him!!! 

 

 

Misty’s Twilight     Henry  4pts.  5+ RL 

 



Captivated by the story of Misty of Chincoteague, a woman with a horse farm in Florida raises one of Misty’s 

descendants to become a champion show horse.  

 

 

 

Moby Dick      Melville 15 pts.            10+ RL 

 

Moby Dick is generally regarded as its author’s masterpiece and one of the greatest American novels. The basic 

plot is very simple—the narrator (who asks to be called “Ishmael”) tells of the last voyage of the ship Pequod 

out of New Bedford, Massachusetts. Captain Ahab is obsessed with the pursuit of the white whale, Moby Dick, 

which finally kills him. On that level, the work is an intense, superbly authentic narrative. Its theme and central 

figure, however, are reminiscent of Job in his search for justice and of Oedipus in his search for truth. 

 

 

Moffats, The       Estes  4 pts.   5 + RL 

(& sequels) 

 

Who else but a member of the Moffat family could, during kindergarten recess, accidentally hitch a ride out of 

town on a boxcar? Or wind up trapped in the breadbox outside the delicatessen store? The Moffats is an 

example of old-fashioned family fun. Four children and a hard-working widowed mother live together on New 

Dollar Street in the village of Cranbury. Their seemingly quiet lives are studded with almost daily unexpected 

adventures, with droll results. 

 

 

Mothers of Famous Men    Wallace 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This volume is a unique compilation of stories about the mothers of such men as Augustine, John Ashworth, 

King Edward VII, Lord Haldane, Sir James Barrie, George Washington, Benjamin West, Abraham Lincoln, and 

others.  The women’s lives vary greatly, but their repertoires of character qualities have many commonalities.  

They are sure to interest and inspire the reader!  

 

 

Mountains of Spices     Hurnard 6pts.  7+RL 

 

This story is the sequel to Hinds’ Feet on High Places in which Grace and Glory, formerly Much-Afraid, 

returns to the Valley of Humiliation to encourage her friends, as well as her enemies there, to follow the Chief 

Shepherd.  They are amazed at the transformation that the Shepherd as made in the life of Much-Afraid. 

 

 

Mouse and the Motorcycle, The   Cleary  2 pts.   3+ RL 

 

“Pb-pb-b-b-b Pb-pb-b-b-b.” With these magic vocables, Ralph the mouse revs up a dream come true—his very 

own motorcycle. Living in a knothole in a hotel room, young Ralph has seen plenty of families come and go, 

some more generous with their crumbs than others. When Ralph makes friends with a boy in room 215 of the 

Mountain View hotel, he discovers the joys of motorcycling and the subsequent situations which Ralph motors 

into require quick thinking and grownup-sized courage. 

 

 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins    Atwater 2 pts.  5+ RL 

 



Poor Mr. Popper isn’t unhappy, he just wishes he had seen something of the world before meeting Mrs. Popper 

and settling down. Most of all, he wishes he had seen the Poles, and spends his spare time between house-

painting jobs reading all about polar expeditions. Admiral Drake, in response to Mr. Popper’s fan letter, sends 

him a penguin and life at 432 Proudfoot Avenue is never the same again. 

 

 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH   O’Brien 5pts.  5 + RL 

 

There’s something very strange about the rats living under the rosebush at the Fitzgibbon farm. But Mrs. Frisby, 

a widowed mouse with a sick child, is in dire straits and must turn to there exceptional creatures for assistance. 

Soon she finds herself flying on the back of a crow, slipping sleeping powder into a ferocious cat’s dinner and 

helping 108 brilliant, laboratory-enhanced rats escape to a utopian civilization of their own design. This unusual 

novel snags the reader on page one and reels in steadily all the way through to the exhilarating conclusion. 

 

 

Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle      MacDonald 2 pts.  3+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle lives in an upside-down house and smells like cookies. She was even married to a pirate 

once. Most of all, she knows everything about children. She can cure them of any ailment. Patsy hates baths, 

Hubert never puts anything away. Allen eats v-e-r-y slowly. Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle has a treatment for all of them. 

The incomparable Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle loves children –good or bad and never scolds but has positive cures for 

all the boys and girls with strange habits. 

 

 

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch   Rice  4 pts.  7+ RL 

 

This is a story about a poor family led by a very eccentric matriarch. The children’s adventures will delight 

young readers. Adults will shed some tears, because the story deals (in a compassionate and hilarious way) with 

serious themes---poverty, equality, social responsibility, family ties, and loss. The book inspires young minds to 

creatively and compassionately respond to life’s challenges, as well as encouraging them to get more involved 

in reading. 

 

 

Mustang, Wild Spirit of the West   Henry  4pts.  5+RL 

 

This book is based on the true story of Wild Horse Annie’s crusade to save the spirited wild mustangs which 

roamed freely throughout the West, from greedy cattlemen who were rounding them up to slaughter them for 

dog food. 

 

 

Mutiny on the Bounty    Nordhoff 9 pts.  8+RL 

 

The events that took place aboard the Bounty on April 28, 1789, center on the characters of two men, William 

Bligh and Fletcher Christian. It is based on actual events and is a fantastic depiction of a classical ocean 

journey. The book is exciting, full of action and a great sea-faring adventure. 

 

 

*My Friend Flicka     O’Hara 8 pts.   6+ RL 

 



Ken constantly frustrates his dad because he is irresponsible, he daydreams, he flunks fifth grade, and all he can 

think about is owning his own colt. His father makes a bargain with him: Ken gets his colt, but he must learn 

responsibility. Ken chooses a wild yearling filly and names her Flicka.  

 

 

 

 

 

*My Side of the Mountain    George 3 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Sam Gribley runs away from his New York City home to survive in the Catskill Mountains. Sam learns to make 

fire with flint and steel and catches animals in homemade traps for his meat supply. In fact, there’s no end to 

this boy’s resourcefulness. He trains a baby falcon to hunt, sews a deerskin suit when his clothes wear out and 

makes friends with a raccoon and a weasel. 

 

 

Mysterious Island, The    Verne  15 pts.  8+ RL 

 

The Mysterious Island follows the adventures of a group of castaways who use their survivalist savvy to create a 

functional community on an uncharted island. A hot air balloon carrying five passengers and a dog escapes 

from Richmond, Virginia, during the American Civil War. The balloon is blown off course and deposited near 

an obscure island. The group is helped by the reclusive Captain Nemo (first introduced in Verne’s Twenty 

Thousand Leagues Under the Sea) and is eventually saved by a passing ship. 

 

 

Mythology      Hamilton 10 pts.  8+ RL 

 

Edith Hamilton approached mythology with the education of a classicist and the passion of a writer in love with 

her subject. Her legendary book reflects this and is both knowledgeable and easy to read. The introduction of 

this book helps to place the Greek and Roman myths into perspective and also contains a brief discussion of the 

ancient writers who contributed to our understanding of mythology. 

 

 

Nancy Drew      Keene  3 pts.  3 + RL 

(original series #1-#56) 

 

For over 70 years, Nancy Drew has captured our imaginations and our spirit for mystery as we have read and 

collected the many treasured volumes of the Nancy Drew Mystery Stories. Whether it is her instinctive talent for 

sleuthing, her compassion for those in need of help, or her strong determination to succeed in solving the most 

baffling mysteries, Carolyn Keene’s books have that enduring timeless quality that keeps us turning the pages. 

 

 

National Velvet     Bagnold 6 pts.   5 + RL 

 

Since its publication in 1935, Bagnold’s book has captured the hearts of millions of children and horse lovers 

around the world. Set in rural England, this story focuses on the equestrian dreams of 14-year-old, boyish 

Velvet Brown—one of four blonde daughters of a butcher. At first glance, hers seems an unlikely household to 

encourage fantasy, with her serious father and taciturn, mountainous mother. But Mrs. Brown was an English 

Channel swimmer in her day and she understands goal setting and overcoming obstacles in the pursuit of a 

personal quest. 

 

 



Nobody Loves Me     Walton 2 pts.  3+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Old Grumpy is appropriately nicknamed, as she loves nobody, and is sure that nobody loves her.  This changes, 

however, when a newly orphaned girl enters her world and teaches her to love and understand the love of the 

Savior. 

 

 

Norsemen in the West    Ballantyne 9 pts.  5+RL 

 

Before Columbus, there was Leif Ericsson and the seafaring Norsemen.  Learn of exploration and adventure 

surrounding their travels from Greenland to the first European groundbreaking in America. 

 

 

*North to Freedom (recently retitled I Am David) Holm  5 pts.   5+ RL 

 

David is a twelve-year-old boy who escapes from an east European concentration camp. All he has is some 

water, bread, a compass, matches, and a piece of soap. He is in constant fear of being captured and returned to 

the hateful prison; he faces many dangers as he journeys north toward Denmark and freedom. 

 

 

Now We Are Six     Milne  2 pts.  4+ RL 

 

“King John was not a good man—he had his little ways. And sometimes no one spoke to him for days and 

days…”.  The stories in these poems-- of King John and his big, red, India-rubber ball, of Christopher Robin’s 

sneezles, of Alexander Beetle, of Berryman and Baxter, of Prettiboy and Penn-- are all old favorites.  

 

 

Number the Stars     Lowry  2 pts.  4 + RL 

 

Number the Stars is a heart rushing book that will make you want to never put it down. Written about the 

conflict between the Nazis and the Jews, the book focuses on three sisters, Ellen, Kristi, and AnnMarie who, 

along with their father and mother, are in hiding from the Nazis. The book takes place in Denmark and is the 

story of this Jewish family and their struggles through this time of terror.  

 

 

Odyssey, The      Homer 10 pts.           10 + RL 

 

The greatest adventure story of all time, this epic work chronicles Odysseus’s return from the Trojan War and 

the trials he endures on his journey home. It is a sweeping story of a great warrior who wanders the world, but 

also an intensely domestic tale of a loving husband’s struggle to protect an enduring union with his faithful 

wife. It is filled with magic, mystery and an assortment of gods and goddesses who meddle freely in the affairs 

of men. 

 

 

Old Fashioned Girl, An    Alcott  6 pts.  4 + RL 

 

When twelve-year-old Polly leaves her country home to visit her friend Fanny and her family in the city, she 

enjoys some of the new experiences, but is uncomfortable with the more worldly values of her city friends. By 

the end of the visit and at a later visit eight years later, Polly learns how to be true to her values and even how to 

use them to help her friends. 

 



 

Old Mother West Wind                    Burgess 2pts.         3+RL 

(& others) 

 

This is a compilation of stories about a delightful group of animals which Burgess 

originally created to tell his son.  Many other books followed about the same endearing creatures. 

 

 

Old Worcester Jug, The    Thorne 3pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Young Maggie becomes an orphan the evening after she and her mother reluctantly sell their only remaining 

valuables to an old china and glassware dealer.  One of the pieces, an old Worcester jug, ends up playing a part 

in connecting the young girl to her family. Despite her bleak circumstances, Maggie’s faith in Christ sustains 

her and draws others to the Savior as well. 

 

 

*Old Yeller      Gipson  3 pts.     5+RL 

 

When his dad leaves fourteen-year-old Travis in charge of his mom and little brother, as well as all the farming 

and hunting, Travis feels mighty big. In his dad’s absence, Travis is called upon to act like a grown man. 

Thankfully, he is not alone. He has the fellowship of his faithful dog, Old Yeller, and the two of them fact many 

hair-raising incidents. Each time, Old Yeller is there to protect them. But the love between the family and this 

dog is never more tested than when Old Yeller must sacrifice his life for theirs. 

 

 

*Oliver Twist      Dickens 13 pts.       11+ RL 

 

Oliver Twist, an orphan, creates a scandal in the poorhouse when, as spokesman for the other starving children, 

he asks for more food. Oliver is confined by the authorities and hastily sold as an apprentice to an undertaker. 

He has to sleep in the room that contains the coffins and the corpses. From then on, his fortunes decline even 

further until he is drawn into a gang of pickpockets supervised by a master criminal, Fagin. 

 

 

On the Banks of Plum Creek   Wilder 5pts.   3+RL 

 

The Ingalls family moves from Kansas to Minnesota, where their first house is made of sod.  Counting on a 

good wheat harvest, Pa buys materials and builds a new, nicer house on Plum Creek.  Disaster strikes as a huge 

plague of grasshoppers invades the area, and the wheat crop disappears. 

 

 

On the Far Side of the Mountain   George 3 pts.   5+RL 

 

Two years after Sam Gribley first ran away to live off the land, he is still on his own with his falcon, Frightful. 

His independent young sister, Alice, lives in a tree house of her own nearby.   Sam’s peaceful life is suddenly 

shattered when Frightful is confiscated by a conservation officer and Alice disappears. To find them, he must 

leave his mountain refuge and track Alice across the Catskills as only he can do. The trail to the far side of the 

mountain may lead Sam to the two beings that matter most to him—or it may lead him into grave danger. 

 

 

On the Way Home     Wilder 2pts.   3+RL 

 



This is the diary written by Laura Ingalls Wilder on her trip from South Dakota to Mansfield, Missouri, in the 

year 1894.  Husband, Almanzo and daughter, Rose accompanied her and shared in the adventures as they left 

the dry desolate prairie in search of a better place to live. 

 

 

 

 

 

*On to Oregon!     Morrow 4 pts.  4 RL 

 

John Sager is one tough lad. At age thirteen, he thinks that he is ready to face just about any danger that comes 

his way as the Sager family makes the journey west to Oregon and pioneer country. But John quickly learns that 

he has a lot of growing up to do. He resents adults, especially his parents, giving him orders, but he learns that 

angry feelings get him nowhere. Very soon, John faces more responsibility that he ever dreamed possible. 

 

 

Oregon Trail, The     Parkman 12 pts.  6 + RL 

 

Francis Parkman set out west from St. Louis in order to see the prairie for himself and “to observe the Indian 

character”. Along the way, he encountered some “unexpected impediments” to this aim. In fact, Parkman’s 

whole journey seems full of misadventures, which he describes with dry good humor and a charming ability to 

laugh at himself. The series of minor disasters makes The Oregon Trail entertaining, but it is also a valuable 

narrative of life on the prairie and has some wonderfully detailed descriptions of Indian villages and customs. 

The book remains a classic tale of the pioneer spirit found in nineteenth-century America. 

 

 

*Otto of the Silver Hand    Pyle  6 pts.   3+ RL 

 

Otto is brought up in a monastery during the days of the savage robber barons. His father is involved in a long-

standing, bitter feud with another baron, and their conflict finally causes Otto to be cruelly and permanently 

injured. The boy is imprisoned and left to die in a dank dungeon, but his father’s faithful servant, one-eyed 

Hans, attempts a daring rescue. This is an exciting story about a young boy who suffers greatly and learns that 

men are conquered not by force, but by mercy and love. 

 

 

*Out of the Silent Planet    Lewis  7 pts.  7+ RL 

 

Lewis’s famous space trilogy will open up new worlds to you. In this exciting series of stories, Dr. Ransom 

visits far away planets, where he encounters incredible geological formations and space creatures that snap 

vicious jaws. Here Ransom experiences worlds free from sin and creatures tempted to rebel against their 

Creator. All the books in the trilogy emphasize the intense battle waged between the Bent (or Evil) One and the 

Lord and Ruler of all. 

 

 

*Owls in the Family     Mowat 2 pts.     5RL 

 

A group of boys in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, are the proud owners of some very strange pets—rats, snakes, 

gophers, pigeons, and best of all, Wol, an owl. Wol doesn’t get on too well with the other pets and is very 

lonely until the boys come home with a second owl, Weeps (he whimpers a lot). The two owls have some crazy 

adventures. One day, the boys enter their pets in a Pet Parade. They dress the owls in dolls’ clothes and enter a 

surprise pet—a rattlesnake—that creates the biggest ruckus Saskatoon has seen in one hundred years. 

 



 

Paddle-to-the-Sea     Holling 2 pts.   4+ RL 

 

Paddle-to-the-Sea tells the story of a young Indian boy who lives in Nipigon and the toy he carved from wood. 

The small figurine, named “Paddle”, depicts an Indian seated in a canoe and is made so that it will carry out the 

adventures that the boy would not be able to have. When a great ice storm melts in his hometown, a river of 

melted snow and ice flow down to Lake Superior and carries the small toy with it. The tales describes the 

encounters that Paddle has with different places and the animals in them. 

Pagoo       Holling 3 pts.  4+ RL 

 

From the moment of his birth, Pagoo the hermit crab learns to rely on his “instinct” in order to survive to 

adulthood in his tide pool home. The book details the life cycle of the ocean hermit crab and teaches about 

responsible behavior without being preachy. There is a wealth of scientific information and the illustrations are 

simply beautiful. 

 

 

Peep Behind the Scenes, A     Walton 5pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Rosalie travels from fair to fair with her parents in a theatrical caravan.  She learns first hand that flashy, glittery 

appearances on the outside do not always reflect reality.  She comes to know the Good Shepherd, and He carries 

her through many dark valleys, caring for her as only He can. 

 

 

Penrod      Tarkington 4 pts.  5+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

Penrod Schofield was neither overwhelmingly bad nor the complete little gentleman. He was an ordinary 

twelve-year-old boy growing up in early twentieth-century America: mischievous, adventurous, and irreverent. 

In the Penrod stories, Tarkington creates realistic boys’ stories, not unlike the adventures of Tom Sawyer. 

 

 

Perelandra      Lewis  7 pts.  9 + RL 

 

The second book in C.S. Lewis’s acclaimed Space Trilogy, which also includes Out of the Silent Planet and 

That Hideous Strength, Pelelandra continues the adventures of the extraordinary Dr. Ransom. Pitted against the 

most destructive of human weaknesses, temptation, the great man must battle evil on a new planet—

Perelandra—when it is invaded by a dark force.  

 

 

Peter Pan      Barrie  5 pts.  6 RL 

 

Never-Never Land is the amazing land where the Lost Boys live. Led by their fearless and happy-go-lucky 

leader, Peter Pan, the Lost Boys have all sorts of larks, but they desperately want a mother. That’s why Peter 

pleads with Wendy to take care of them and read them bedtime stories. Wendy and her two brothers take an 

amazing journey, but little do they know what dangers lay ahead—worst of all, Captain Hook! 

 

 

Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens   Barrie  3 pts.  6 + RL 

 

Peter Pan, the boy who refuses to grow up, is one of the immortals of literature. Drawing on his own story-

telling experiences with small children during afternoon walks in a London park, J. M. Barrie first created Peter 



Pan as a baby, living a wild and secret life with birds and fairies in the middle of London. This book portrays 

the adventures of Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Rabbit (Complete Adventures of)  Potter  12 pts.  3 RL 

 

This is a collection of twenty-three stories relating all the adventures of Peter Rabbit, his mischievous cousin, 

Benjamin Bunny and others. Most readers are familiar with the inquisitive Peter and his narrow escape from 

Mr. McGregor. The other tales bring further predicaments and excitement!  

 

 

Peter Rabbit (individual tales of)   Potter  0.5 pts. 3 RL 

 

See the description above.  

 

 

Phantom Tollbooth, The    Juster  5 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This ingenious fantasy centers around Milo, a bored ten-year-old who comes home to find a large toy tollbooth 

sitting in his room. Joining forces with a watchdog named Tock, Milo drives through the tollbooth’s gates and 

begins a memorable journey. He meets such characters as the foolish, yet lovable Humbug, the Mathemagician 

and the not-so-wicked “Which,” Faintly Macabre, who gives Milo the “impossible” mission of returning two 

princesses to the Kingdom of Wisdom. 

 

 

Pickwick Papers, The    Dickens 23 pts.  8+ RL 

 

Charles Dickens’s satirical masterpiece, The Pickwick Papers, catapulted the young writer into literary fame 

when it was first serialized in 1836. It recounts the rollicking adventures of the members of the Pickwick Club 

as they travel about England getting into all sorts of mischief. Laugh-out-loud funny and endlessly entertaining, 

the book also reveals Dickens’s burgeoning interest in the parliamentary system, lawyers, the Poor Laws, and 

the ills of debtors’ prison. 

 

 

*Pied Piper of Hamelin, The   Browning 1 pt.  4 RL 

 

Hamelin Town is a pleasant, prosperous town with one major problem: rats. The rodents bother the Hamelin 

babies, squeak through the Hamelin houses, and eat the Hamelin cheeses. The well-fed Mayor and his 

councilors wring their hands, but they cannot get rid of the pests. The Pied Piper promises to get rid of the rats 

and is as good as his word. But after the town is rid of the rats, the Mayor refuses to pay the Piper. So, the Piper 

then leads all the children of Hamelin in a dance, all the way out of town. 

 

 

*Pilgrim’s Progress     Bunyan 9 pts.  10 RL 

 

This is the story of Christian’s journey through life, from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. He has to 

deal with the kinds of temptations all Christians face as he travels through the Slough of the Despond, Vanity 

Fair, Doubting Castle, and the Dark River. Christian must overcome these and other obstacles before he arrives 



at his heavenly home, but he is encouraged along the way by two friends, Faithful and Hopeful. This story is 

filled with unforgettable characters like Worldly Wiseman, Talkative, and Ignorance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrim’s Regress     Lewis  6 pts.  8 +RL 

 

The first book written by C.S. Lewis after his conversion, The Pilgrim’s Regress, is, in a sense, the record of 

Lewis’s own search for meaning and spiritual satisfaction—a search that eventually led him to Christianity. 

Here is the story of the pilgrim, John, and his odyssey to an enchanting island which has created in him an 

intense longing—a mysterious, sweet desire. John’s pursuit of his desire takes him through many adventures 

and Lewis’s allegory allows him to say simply and through fantasy what would otherwise have demanded a 

full-length philosophy of religion. 

 

 

Pillar of Fire, The     Ingraham  8pts.  7RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This collection of letters reveals the story of Rameses Moses, raised as an Egyptian by Queen Amense.  As 

Prince of Egypt, he befriends the visiting Prince of Tyre, and together they discover Rameses’ true identity as a 

Hebrew.  In realizing who he really is, Rameses feels he must flee Egypt and not accept the crown.  His passion 

to know the one true God grows.  He rejects all his prior Egyptian teaching and feels led to intercede on behalf 

of the enslaved Hebrew people. 

 

 

Pioneers, The and Fast in the Ice  Ballantyne  5pts.  5+RL 

 

Follow a stalwart and colorful band of pioneer discoverers on their journeys "by water and wood" across the far 

north of the American continent as they penetrate its inclement regions, meet its men, beasts, and physical 

elements, and venture across the Rockies to the Pacific Ocean and on to the Polar Sea. 

 

 

Pippi Longstocking & others   Lindgren  2 pts.      3RL 

(except Pippi on the Run---1 pt) 

 

This is an absurd and rollicking story of Pippi, who lives without any grownups in a little house at the edge of 

the village. Not that she lives alone-- Mr. Nilsson, the monkey, and Horse live there too; and Tommy and 

Annika from next door spend as much time with her as possible. And who wouldn’t, for with Pippi around you 

just never can tell what may happen next. The matter-of-fact way in which her absurd adventures are related is 

one of the chief charms of these stories; they are full of the kind of hilarity that appeals to children.  

 

 

Pirate City, The:  An Algerian Tale  Ballantyne  8pts.    5+RL         

 

This is the story of Algerian pirates who were the scourge of the Mediterranean Sea during the early to mid-

1800's. 

 

 

Plain Girl     Sorenson  2 pts.  3 + RL 



 

Ten-year-old Esther is a Plain Girl, but a pretty girl too! At school, she loves the bright pretty dresses she sees 

on the other girls. But Esther knows a Plain Girl can never wear such clothes! The Pennsylvania “Plain People”, 

like her mother and father, do not believe in wearing bright colors. Then the chance comes to wear a bright 

dress—“beautiful as a pink cloud!” Now Esther must decide—does she dare to wear it, or will she always be a 

“Plain Girl”? 

 

 

*Pollyanna      Porter  5 pts.  5 RL 

 

When her father dies, Pollyanna Whittier goes to live with her stern Aunt Polly. Pollyanna is blessed with a 

happy and kind disposition, no matter what happens to her. She longs for a doll, but when she is given a pair of 

crutches instead, she is glad because she doesn’t need crutches!  Pollyanna’s cross aunt has her sleep in an 

airless attic bedroom, bare of furnishings or pictures.  Pollyanna falls in love with the view from the window!  

She has the unique ability to look on the bright side of every situation! 

 

 

Post Haste     Ballantyne  9pts  5+RL 

 

In this fun adventure, you will journey back to the early days of the General Post Office of England and learn 

about the founding of the mail system.  Put on your sleuthing hat when six important letters go missing! 

 

 

*Pride and Prejudice   Austen              9pts.    10+RL 

 

One of the most popular of Austen’s books, this novel portrays two self-willed protagonists, proud Mr. Darcy 

and prejudiced Elizabeth Bennet, whose courtship is hampered by their persistent misunderstanding of each 

other’s actions and personalities. In this novel, Austen examines the strengths and weaknesses of human beings 

against a background of refined eighteenth-century society. The book is filled with unforgettable characters: 

foolish Mrs. Bennet who is preoccupied with marrying off her five daughters, a formidable dowager aunt who 

dominates everyone except Elizabeth, and a ridiculously conceited clergyman who rehearses his speeches to 

young ladies before making them. The book contains a lively plot, much dry humor and great insights into the 

genteel English society of Austen’s day. 

 

 

*Prince and the Pauper, The   Twain  5 pts.  7 + RL 

  

Two boys who look very much alike, Prince Edward (later King Edward VI) and the son of a beggar, Tom 

Cantry, exchange clothes and roles in life with amusing results. Tom, as prince commits, many social blunders, 

such as eating with his fingers and greedily filling his pockets with nuts. However, Tom does a great deal to 

help the English poor by ending harsh punishments---for instance, boiling criminals in oil. The Prince 

masquerading as a pauper does not fare so well. He is tormented, beaten, jailed and almost stabbed to death. 

Both boys find it difficult to reveal their true identities because everyone they confide in thinks they are crazy! 

 

 

Prince Caspian     Lewis  5 pts.  5+ RL 

 

This is C.S. Lewis’s fourth book in The Chronicles of Narnia.  Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy are suddenly 

pulled into Narnia from their own land of England by a distress call from Prince Caspian.  Most of the Talking 

Beasts and enchanted creatures that once lived there in peace have been killed or frightened into hiding.  Only 

Caspian and the rulers of Old Narnia, with the help of the great Aslan, can liberate Narnia and make it safe for 

its rightful inhabitants. 



 

 

Princess and Curdie, The    MacDonald 5 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This is the classic sequel to The Princess and the Goblin, continuing the adventures of Curdie and Princess 

Irene.  With the help of a mysterious fairy queen who provides monstrous but gentle creatures to aid him, a 

miner’s son takes on the dangerous task of helping the king and princess confound their enemies and save the 

kingdom.  

*Princess and the Goblin, The   MacDonald 3 pts.  6+ RL 

 

The story begins as Princess Irene gets lost in her enormous castle and stumbles upon a little room at the very 

top where a beautiful old woman sits spinning.  She is her great-great-grandmother Irene.  The princess then 

meets another new friend, a brave young miner named Curdie.  Irene is fortunate to have such wise and loyal 

friends because all sorts of evil Goblins and other Uglies threaten her very life.  Her great-great-grandmother 

gives her a magic ring and an invisible ball of thread that will always lead her home. 

 

 

Prisoner of Zenda, The    Hope  6 pts.  8+ RL 

 

This is a popular late-Victorian adventure novel. Rudolph Rassendyl’s quiet life is interrupted by his 

unexpected and personal involvement in the affairs of Ruritania, while traveling through the town of Zenda.  He 

finds himself engaged in plans to rescue the imprisoned king. 

 

 

Prisoners of the Sea     Kingsley 11pts.  5+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This tale of adventure, piracy, and mystery takes place during the time of King Louis XIV.  The ending brings 

to sharp focus an unexpected historical tie-in, which will make you want to do a little research to know more 

about the legendary “Man in the Iron Mask.” 

 

 

Probable Sons      LeFeuvre 2pts.      3RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Precious little Milly is orphaned and sent to live with her bachelor uncle.  She lives in the presence of God and 

affects everyone that comes into contact with her.  Fascinated by the story of the “probable” son, as Milly 

pronounces it, she longs for every prodigal to return, and has a part in the return of three such sons, through her 

love and child-like faith. 

 

 

Pudd’nhead Wilson     Twain  15 pts.  8+ RL 

 

In Pudd’nhead Wilson, Mark Twain returns to the idyllic river community of his childhood.  The flashes of 

farce and general comic exuberance which enlivened Huckleberry Finn are sustained in this later work; but the 

mood is altogether more restless and critical.  Twain uses certain stock characters and devices, such as the 

sardonic cracker-barrel philosopher, the scoundrel unmasked, and the substitution of babies, to build up a 

complex, ironical and morally disturbing account of human nature under slavery.   

 

 

Pushcart War, The     Merrill 4 pts.  4 RL 

 



The pushcarts have declared war! New York City’s streets are clogged with huge, rude trucks that park where 

they want, hold up traffic, and bulldoze into anything that gets in their way. The pushcart peddlers are 

determined to get rid of them.  But the trucks are just as determined to get rid of the pushcarts, and the result is 

chaos. The pushcarts have come up with a brilliant strategy that will surely let the hot air out of their enemies: 

the secret weapon—a peashooter armed with a pen. The pushcarts have won one battle, but can they win the 

war? 

 

 

Puzzling Pair, A     LeFeuvre 3pts.  3+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Guy and Berry are young twins, intent upon preparing for the second coming of Christ.  Guy is “ready” and 

wants everyone he knows to be “ready,” as well.  He draws a picture of the event and includes every person he 

knows who is also “ready” in the piece of artwork.  The pair goes about boldly, sharing their urgency with the 

many adults who surround them. 

 

 

Quiet Little Woman, The    Alcott  1.5  4RL 

 

This volume contains three Christmas stories, the first of which is about an orphan girl named Patty who is 

taken in by a family as a servant.  A loving friend called Aunt Jane works to help the family see Patty’s value 

and to treat her as a beloved member of the family.  The two shorter stories which follow, “Tilly’s Christmas” 

and “Rosa’s Tale,” are equally delightful! 

 

 

*Rabbit Hill      Lawson 2 pts.  6+ RL 

(1945 Newbery) 

 

The creatures on Rabbit Hill are excited that new folks are moving into the Big House—hopefully farming folks 

who will plant all sorts of vegetables for the animals to eat.  Mother Rabbit worries that the new family might 

bring new dangers such as dogs, cats, shotguns, traps, and boys.  But the new folks turn out to be kind and 

generous and very fond of animals. 

 

 

Racketty-Packetty House and Other Stories Burnett 3 pts.  4 RL 

 

Racketty-Packetty House is a touching tale of a once-elegant dollhouse and its shabby inhabitants, happy 

creatures who love to dance. But the little girl who owns the dolls is tired of them, much preferring her new 

Tidy Castle dollhouse. Children will love finding out what happens to the old house and its ragtag occupants. 

Also included here are “Behind the White Brick”, “The Story of Prince Fairyfoot”, “Sara Crewe” and “The 

Proud Little Grain of Wheat”. Heartwarming and instructive, these charming stories will enthrall anyone with a 

love of make-believe. 

 

 

*Railway Children, The    Nesbit  6 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Roberta, Peter, and Phyllis live in a grand house with two fun-loving parents.  One day, however, a mysterious 

disaster strikes.  Father must leave suddenly, and Mother becomes very sad and worried.   

 

 

*Rascal      North  4 pts.  4 RL 

 



Sterling has all kinds of pets, including skunks that stink up the local Methodist church, and a pet bird called 

Poe the Crow, who yells “What fun!” down the church belfry during services. Wowser, the dog, and a pet 

raccoon named Rascal add to the mix.  Sterling and Rascal eat and sleep together, go to school together, and 

take fishing trips together.  When Rascal develops a taste for sweet corn, the neighbors, whose corn has been 

raided, demand that he be caged.  Then Rascal breaks out of his cage to raid the minister’s hen house, and 

Sterling must make a tough decision about his mischievous little friend. 

 

 

*Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm   Wiggin 6 pts.   3+ RL 

 

Miranda and Jane Sawyer are rather shocked to learn that their niece Rebecca is coming to live with them, for 

Rebecca is anything but the docile, quiet kind of girl whom elderly aunts like to invite into their parlors.  

Rebecca has an active imagination and a restless, impulsive nature, but she soon feels quite at home with her 

aunts.  She loves her new school, where she quickly persuades all the children that her games are the best.  She 

charms old Mr. & Mrs. Cobb with her elaborate poems, and she even persuades a complete stranger to buy three 

hundred bars of soap. 

 

 

*Red Badge of Courage, The   Crane  6 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Henry Fleming rushes to enlist on the Union side during the Civil War, expecting to fight like a hero.  At the 

critical moment, however, he acts like a coward and flees from the enemy.  This is an intense look into war 

from the inside as the emotions and thoughts of a raw recruit are powerfully probed. 

 

 

Red Keep, The     French  7 pts.   6+RL 

 

It is young Conan’s first battle and his first encounter with the Sauval brothers, Odo and Aymar. The 

treacherous pair of robber-barons have fired the Red Keep as the first step in taking over their corner of 

Burgundy. And they have other plans.  Lady Anne d’Arcy is left bereft of home and family and becomes a ward 

of kindly Sir Roger. Whatever the difficulties, Anne remains firmly determined that, with or without Conan’s 

help, the Red Keep will some day again be hers. 

 

 

Red Pony, The     Steinbeck 3 pts.  8+ RL 

 

Young Jody Tiflin is given a red pony by his rancher father.  Jody names the pony Gabilan.  Caught in an 

unexpected rain, Gabilan catches a cold.  Jody loves his pony and is distraught at his inability to control events. 

 

 

Red Rooney:  Or, the Last of the Crew  Ballantyne 9 pts.               5+pts   

 

As Red Rooney embarks on a voyage in the Arctic Circle, his boat is suddenly crushed by ice and sinks.  He is 

left on the ice to perish until an Eskimo named Okiok finds him.     

 

 

Redwall       Jacques 10 pts.  5+ RL 

(& sequels)  

 

As the inhabitants of Redwall Abbey, a beautiful animal village, bask in the glorious Summer of the Late Rose, 

all is quiet and peaceful.  But things are not as they seem.  Cluny the Scourge, the evil one-eyed rat warlord, is 

hell-bent on destroying the tranquility as he prepares to fight a bloody battle for the ownership of Redwall.   



 

 

*Reluctant Dragon, The    Grahame  1 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This is the story of a very different sort of dragon—a poetry-writing beast who is unwilling to fight even when 

faced with his old antagonist, St. George.  “In the old days,” says the dragon, “I always let the other fellows do 

all the fighting.”  In fact, when he first meets his archrival, the dragon talks about the weather!  Only the clever 

schemes of an ingenious boy finally persuade this lazy animal to agree to a fight. 

Return of Sherlock Holmes, The   Doyle  10 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Ten years after the supposed death of Sherlock Holmes at the Reichenbach Falls, Arthur Conan Doyle bowed to 

popular pressure and breathed new life into his creation.  Holmes reappears on Baker Street to embark on a new 

series of adventures. 

 

 

Return of the King, The    Tolkien 13 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This book continues the adventures begun in The Hobbit.  Frodo Baggins, Bilbo’s cousin, carries out the work 

Bilbo has begun by assuming the role of Ring-Bearer.  Frodo’s task is to return the Ring of Power whence it 

came, the land of Mordor, so that it and its evil Power may be destroyed in the fire in which it was forged.  

Follow Frodo and his clan as evil battles with good in this exciting tale. 

 

 

Riders of the Purple Sage    Grey  6 pts.  7+ RL 

(& others) 

 

This is considered the most famous of Zane Grey’s classic Western novels.  The novel is set in the Mormon 

country of southern Utah.  Refusing to marry the grim, brutal Elder Tull, Jane Withersteen is dismayed when 

her Utah ranch and hired hands are targeted in retaliation, and the mysterious gunfighter Lassiter offers Jane 

protection and a chance at love. 

 

 

Rifles for Watie     Keith  7 pts.  6+ RL 

(1958 Newbery) 

 

Jeff Bussey walked briskly up the rutted wagon road toward Fort Leavenworth on his way to join the union 

volunteers.  It was 1861 in Linn County, Kansas, and Jeff was elated at the prospect of fighting for the North at 

last.    In the Indian country south of Kansas there was dread in the air; and the name Stand Watie, was on every 

tongue.  A hero to the rebel, a devil to the Union man, Stand Watie led the Cherokee Indian Nation fearlessly 

and successfully on savage raids behind the Union lines.  Jeff came to know the Watie men only too well.  He 

was probably the only soldier in the West to see the Civil War from both sides and live to tell about it.   

 

 

*Rip Van Winkle     Irving  1 pt.  6+ RL 

 

Read the curious tale of a hen-pecked husband who escapes the scolding of his shrewish wife by wandering into 

the Catskill Mountains.  There he encounters some strange little men playing ninepins.  He drinks their 

intoxicating beverage and falls asleep.  Upon awaking, Rip is amazed to discover that he has slept for twenty 

years. 

 

 

Robbers’ Cave, The     A.L.O.E. 3pts.  4+RL 



   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This thriller illustrates God’s sovereignty clearly as Horace, a self-centered young man, raised to honor the Lord 

but living without a thought of Him, is literally imprisoned in a robbers’ cave.  One special member of the band 

of men makes a huge impact spiritually on young Horace and adventure follows! 

 

 

 

*Robe, The      Douglas 18 pts.  9+ RL 

 

Marcellus Lucan Gallio is one of the Roman soldiers in charge of the crucifixion of Christ.  His legionaries put 

Jesus to death while he sits at the foot of the Cross casting lots for Christ’s garment with the other drunken 

soldiers.  After Marcellus wins the Robe, he is never the same again.  Eventually, Marcellus gives up everything 

he has to follow Jesus. 

 

 

Robinson Crusoe     Defoe  15 pts.  6+ RL 

 

A shipwreck’s sole escapee, Robinson Crusoe endures 28 years of solitude on a Caribbean island and manages 

not only to survive but also to prevail.  The story details his struggle to tolerate his lonely existence, and 

provides lively accounts of his many exploits.  

 

 

 Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry   Taylor  6pts.  5+ RL 

(1977 Newbery) 

 

Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this is the story of one family’s struggle to maintain their 

integrity, pride, and independence in the face of racism and social injustice.  And it is Cassie’s story—Cassie 

Logan, an independent girl who discovers over the course of an important year why having land of their own is 

so crucial to the Logan family, even as she learns to draw strength from her own sense of dignity and self-

respect. 

 

 

Rosa of Linden Castle    Schmid 3pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Rosa is a young girl who witnesses her father’s kidnapping late one night.  Distraught, she attempts to follow 

the group but is unable to keep up with them, as they are on horseback.  She seeks refuge with friends and 

pretends to be a servant girl so she can be admitted into the castle where her father is imprisoned.  This is a 

beautiful story of love, loyalty, and suffering.  Rosa learns what it means to love your enemies and to wait for 

God’s perfect timing. 

 

 

Rose in Bloom     Alcott  7 pts.  4+ RL 

 

This is a sequel to “Eight Cousins.”  Here, a return from a trip around the world brings a newfound young lady 

to her cousins’ attention.  Adventurous Rose Campbell throws herself into a whirlwind of parties, fashions, and 

high society to prove that she has become a capable, independent person in her own right. 

 

 

*Saint George and the Dragon   Hodges 1 pt.  4 RL 

 



The Red Cross knight has been sent by the Queen of the Fairies to slay the most deadly of dragons. This 

dreadful creature has devastated the land, and only Princess Una has courage enough to seek out the knight and 

guide him to the dragon. The encounter is hideous to behold, but the Red Cross Knight is valiant and confronts 

his foe each time with renewed vigor. After he slays the dragon, all the people rejoice and flock around the 

knight admiringly, including the beautiful Princess Una. 

 

 

 

*Sarah, Plain and Tall    MacLachlan 1 pt.  3+ RL 

(1986 Newbery) 

 

Jacob Witting wants a wife and a mother for Anna and Caleb, so he places an advertisement in the newspaper!  

Into their lives strides Sarah, plain and tall.  Jacob and the children like Sarah, but they keep reminding 

themselves that Sarah will not stay because she is from Maine, and she misses the sea.  One day, Sarah hitches 

the horses to the wagon and drives away.  The children wonder if she’ll ever come back. 

 

 

Saved at Sea      Walton 2 pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Alick and his grandfather live on a small island where they are keepers of the lighthouse.  After saving some 

precious cargo from a sinking vessel, they learn the importance of building firm foundations on the Rock of 

Jesus.  They encounter many trials as they realize that without the Rock, they will surely sink into the sand.  

This story will cause you to realize that it is never too late to come to Jesus! 

 

 

Saved By Love     Leslie  2pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Elfie, a naughty child of the street, is noticed and befriended by Susie, who loves her and eventually convinces 

her that nobody is too “bad” to be forgiven by her loving Heavenly Father. 

 

 

*Scarlet Pimpernel, The    Orczy  6 pts.  8+ RL 

(& series) 

 

French peasantry rise up against the aristocrats during the French Revolution and demand blood revenges.  

Many innocent French noblemen fall to the guillotine.  Hope appears in the form of a mysterious crusader 

known only as the Scarlet Pimpernel.  He and his faithful band smuggle the innocent away from their 

executioners.   

 

 

Schmid’s Tales:The Unexpected Guest and Others   Schmid 2 pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

In The Unexpected Guest we meet a most benevolent and wealthy widower whose integrity and godliness are 

admired by all.  When he learns of his last son’s death at sea, his own health quickly deteriorates, and before he 

finishes writing his last will and testament, he himself dies.  Greedy relatives fight over the huge fortune left 

behind, giving to none of the causes and recipients the old man wished to benefit.  All is one big gala until an 

unexpected guest arrives and sets all matters straight.  Other tales follow. 

 

 



Screwtape Letters                Lewis  5 pts.             10+RL 

 

This book is a one-way correspondence from a retired devil to a junior devil just learning his trade.  The master 

devil, Screwtape, advises his nephew Wormwood on the art of devilry and in so doing alerts the reader to many 

of the subtle tricks and temptations that Satan ceaselessly uses against Christians.  Lewis’s approach to this 

serious topic is insightful and hilarious. 

 

 

Seabird      Holling 2 pts.  4+ RL 

 

This is a compilation of short stories about the experiences of several generations of a seafaring family and their 

good luck charm.  The history of America at sea is presented through the travels of Seabird, a carved ivory gull.  

It is a journey from coastal whaling off Nantucket, to Greenland, the Pacific and the Yankee clippers that have 

forged their way into Legend, ending with one of the protagonists and his grandchild on a steamship in the 

1920’s. 

 

 

Sea Star       Henry  4pts.  5+RL 

 

Movie men have come to Chincoteague to film the annual Pony Penning, and Paul and Maureen are thrilled—

until they learn that the producers want to buy their much-adored horse, Misty.  They sadly agree to part with 

their beloved horse, in order to send their uncle to college.  The only thing that helps them heal is finding a wild 

orphan colt, Sea Star, who needs them as much as they need him. 

 

 

Sea Wolf, The     London 8 pts.  8+ RL 

 

This novel is a classic travel adventure for all time.  The story is an example of high adventure and 

misadventure in an age of dependence on the wind and man’s own wiles; the trials and tribulations of 

Humphrey Van Weydon, captured by a seal-hunting ship and now an unwilling sailor under its dreaded captain, 

Wolf Larsen.  It is a story of the cruelty of Wolf Larsen and life on The Ghost, their ship.   

 

 

*Secret Garden, The     Burnett 6 pts.  5+ RL 

 

When pampered Mary Lennox—Mistress Mary Quite Contrary, as some call her—comes to Misselthwaite 

Manor, her face is yellow and her expression sour.  Her misery is understandable because her father has just 

died, leaving her quite alone, and she must now live with strangers in the country.  The mystery begins when 

Mary hears strange cries coming from somewhere in the house, an old English manor on the Yorkshire moors.  

She soon discovers that the house and gardens, and one garden in particular, hold a deep mystery.  Through the 

friendship of a good-hearted Yorkshire boy, Mary unearths the secret of the garden. 

 

 

Self- Raised      Southworth 14 pts.  7+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Ishmael’s story continues and readers will marvel as his character and morals continue to shine.  He teaches 

himself law and becomes a member of the Washington bar.  Claudia’s marriage to another shatters Ishmael’s 

life-long dream, but as he deals with it justly, only good comes his way.  Not so with Claudia! 

 

 

Shakespeare’s Individual Plays   Shakespeare 6pts. each       11+RL 



(unabridged) 

 

Shakespeare’s plays fall into three main categories:  comedies, histories, and tragedies.  Though we won’t 

summarize each one here, interested readers may peruse them in the library. 

 

 

 

 

Shipwrecked, But Not Lost  Dundas 3pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Here is a story of young men who are stranded in the Arctic and pay the consequences of not listening to their 

wise benefactor!  They must fight polar bears and frigid temperatures to survive.  They put their trust in God to 

spare them and show them mercy.  Through this they learn to fear Him and keep His commandments. 

 

 

*Sign of the Beaver     Speare  3 pts.  4+ RL 

 

When Matt’s father leaves him in the wilderness to guard the log cabin they have just built, Matt feels lonesome 

and helpless, especially after a passing stranger steals his gun.  Now he is unable to hunt or even to protect 

himself.  Before long, however, he is saved by an Indian boy named Attean who teaches Matt how to survive in 

the forest in exchange for reading lessons.  The months pass as Matt anxiously waits for his family to return.  

 

 

*Silas Marner     Eliot  6 pts.  9+ RL 

 

Silas Marner, a linen weaver who lives in England during the early years of the nineteenth century, is wrongly 

accused of theft.  Heartbroken by a friend’s treachery, Silas leaves his home in disgrace to become a wretched 

recluse with nothing to live for but the gold he accumulates as payment for his weaving.  When an orphaned 

child mysteriously finds her way into Silas’s cottage, his love of money is transferred to love for the golden-

haired child.  This story, part fairy tale and part realistic fiction, is a gripping story of guilt, betrayal, and love. 

 

 

Silmarillion      Tolkien 13 pts.  8RL 

 

“The Silmarillion” is J.R.R. Tolkien’s tragic, operatic history of the First Age of Middle-Earth, essential 

background material for serious readers of the classic Lord of the Rings saga.  Medieval romances, fierce fairy 

tales and fiercer wars that ring with heraldic fury, it is the epic history of the elves, and the creation story of 

Tolkien’s magical world.  

 

 

Silver Chair, The     Lewis  5 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Through an ordinary doorway Eustace Scrubb and Jill Pole stumble upon Narnia.  But it is not their own wishes 

that bring them to the enchanted land; it is the will of the mighty Aslan.  The noble Lion sends the children on a 

mission to find the lost Prince Rilian, beloved son of Caspian, who was lured away by a mysterious woman ten 

years ago and has been missing ever since.  Book 6 in The Chronicles of Narnia. 

 

 

Silver Chief, Dog of the North    O’Brien 4 pts.  4+ RL 

(& others) 

 



This is the moving story of the bond between a man and a wild dog.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Gibbie      MacDonald 6 pts.  6+ RL 

 

A heart gripping adventure story set in Scotland over a century ago.  It is the tale of a ragged orphan who 

triumphs over hunger and homelessness, murder and misery, with a valiant spirit and a heart full of love.  Mark 

Twain read Sir Gibbie when he was writing Huckleberry Finn and used several of the same incidents and 

details. 

 

 

Sir Knight of the Splendid Way                              Cule                 4pts.  6+RL  
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

With a heart yearning to be in the King’s service, Sir Constant begins his journey of the Splendid Way after an 

awesome encounter with a “Vision of the Face.”  In his many adventures, Sir Constant learns that in order to 

avoid straying from the path or being deceived along the way, one must keep the “Vision of the Face” in focus 

at all times.  Beautiful lessons are learned along the way! 

 

 

Sir Launcelot and His Companions  Pyle  15 pts.  3+ RL 

 

Enchanting tale of chivalry and love recounts the adventures of the most famous knight of King Arthur’s Round 

Table.  The story follows Sir Launcelot of the Round Table as he rescues Queen Guinevere, fights in the 

tournament at Astolat, and pursues other adventures. 

 

 

Sketch Book      Irving  10 pts.  7 RL 

 

This collection of stories from Washington Irving includes some of America’s best-known works of fiction—

such as the famous Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow—as well as lesser-known works as The 

Specter Bridegroom, Westminster Abbey, English Writers of America, Stratford on Avon, The Art of 

Bookmaking, The Mutability of Literature, and The Christmas Quintet. 

 

 

Smoky, The Cow Horse    James  7 pts.  6+ RL 

(1927 Newbery) 

 

In language that truly evokes the Wild West, Smoky the Cowhorse brings to life one horse’s story, from his birth 

on the open range through his “breaking” to Smoky’s “other” lives as an outlaw rodeo star and saddle horse.  

Smoky lived a full horse’s life in cow country in the early 1900’s. 

 

 

Snow Dog      Kjelgaard 4pts.  5+RL 

 

This is a thrilling adventure of an orphaned Husky pup that must battle for survival in the fierce northern 

wilderness. 



 

 

“Song of Hiawatha”      Longfellow 2 pts.  6+ RL 

 

The “Song of Hiawatha” (1855) is Longfellow’s most popular and most recognized poem, the epic life and 

death of a magic American Indian sent by the Great Spirit to guide the nations in the ways of peace.  Hiawatha’s 

marriage to Minnehaha commences a golden age, until mischievous spirits entice Hiawatha into further 

adventures. 

 

Song of Roland     unknown 15 pts.           10+ RL 

 

The Song of Roland is a timeless story of war and vengeance, of Good versus Evil.  And, at the center of this 

heroic epic stands Roland-the supreme embodiment of chivalry and honor. 

 

 

Songs of Childhood      de la Mare 3 pts.  5+RL 

 

Published originally in 1902 (under the pseudonym Walter Ramal) when de la Mare was only 19, this collection 

of 47 lyrics, drenched in an otherworldly mood, captures much of the simplicity of the nursery rhyme and the 

ballad.  The poems are indeed “songs of childhood”; the speaker in many of them is himself as a child, but they 

have endured because they are true poetry with an appeal to readers of any age. 

 

 

*Sounder      Armstrong 2 pts.  5+ RL 

(1970 Newbery) 

 

Sounder is a coon dog that belongs to a sharecropper’s family.  It’s been a hard winter, and crops are few.  

When the father steals meat for the family, he is arrested by a cruel sheriff’s men who shoot Sounder, shattering 

his shoulder and half his head.  Tough times follow for the family. 

 

 

Spanish Brothers, The                                              Alcock            10pts.  6RL  
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This incredible story follows two brothers through the questioning of their Catholic faith to genuine faith in 

Christ during the time of the Spanish Inquisition.  The results of their discovery bring imprisonment and a 

martyr’s death, along with much joy and an unexpected treasure unearthed!  The martyrs’ lives detailed are all 

historically accurate with the exception of the two brothers and their families, which are fictional. 

 

 

Stephen   A Soldier of the Cross                                 Kingsley         8pts.        6RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is a tale in which characters in three different scenarios intertwine.  A blind girl and her brother hiding in 

the desert from slave traders, a desert dweller seeking to find Jesus in Jerusalem, and Stephen, Jesus’ loyal 

follower, all come to know each other in addition to Saul, who is persecuting Christians at the time.  It is an 

exciting story of what could have happened after Jesus’ death.       

 

 

Stepping Heavenward               Prentiss 8pts.  7RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 



In her sixteenth year, Katherine Mortimer begins writing her life story in a journal.  As the years go by, we read 

of her earthly journey full of human ups and downs, as well as her spiritual journey full of doubts and 

convictions, as she strives to live her life in a way that pleases God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stick to the Raft     Gladstone 2pts.  4+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

A recently orphaned boy, Hans Richter, leaves his empty home to find work in a nearby community with a toll 

keeper and his elderly mother.  A lover of Christ, he makes it his goal to stick to the Raft, as his mother once 

taught him---The Lord Jesus Christ, who would carry him through the streams of life.  Young boys in the 

community resent the pure-hearted young man, and plot to do him mischief, and eventually great harm.  In spite 

of it all, Hans sticks to the Raft, and influences one of the boys to join him! 

 

 

Stormy, Misty’s Foal     Henry  4pts.  5+RL 

 

Stormy, the foal of the famous Misty of Chincoteague, is born in the aftermath of a devastating hurricane.  

Together, the horses help raise money to restore the herds of wild ponies on Assateague Island and repair 

damages on Chincoteague. 

 

 

Story of a Bad Boy     Aldrich 5 pts.  5+RL 

 

The timeless boyhood adventures of a mischievous lad in 19th-century New England. 

 

 

Story of Dr. Doolittle    Lofting 3 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Dr. Doolittle is a fine animal doctor, and, with the help of Polynesia the parrot, he learns the animals’ language 

so that he can easily cure their aches and pains.  Dr. Doolittle has many adventures, including a trip to Africa 

where he is pursued by the mean King of Jolliginki and thrown into a dungeon.  

 

  

*Story of Holly and Ivy, The   Godden 1 pt.  3 RL 

 

It is Christmas Eve, and all the dolls in Mr. Blossom’s toy shop, including a doll in a red dress named Holly, 

want desperately to be sold in time for Christmas.  And of course, there are many girls--especially Ivy--who 

would love a new doll.  Ivy lives in an orphanage and longs for a doll of her own, but when she is sent far away 

to live at another orphanage in the country, it seems that Holly and Ivy will never find each other. 

 

 

Story of Liberty, The    Coffin  16 pts.  8 RL 

 

The Story of Liberty is not America’s story alone. It belongs to all those who are enjoying freedom and liberty 

in any part of the world. And it belongs to all the nations that will yet serve Him. As we reach back into the 

records of history to observe the hand of the Great Author of all liberty, we will find direction for the days 

ahead and discover the keys we need to understand and interpret the future. 



 

 

Story of Rolf and the Viking Bow, The  French 6 pts.  8 RL 

 

Rolf is out to prove that his father was unjustly murdered. Set in barbarian-inhabited Iceland, this novel boasts 

an unpredictable plot, dynamic characters, irony and foreshadowing. 

 

 

 

Stranger at Home     Sherwood 3pts.   6RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

In this story Elvira, one of seven children, goes to live with her grandparents until their death.  She is indulged 

by them, and upon returning to the family, finds it hard to submit to her parents’ authority.  In time, her 

rebellion and disobedience cause her father to decide to no longer acknowledge Elvira as their child.  The 

heartbreak of being ignored, a “stranger at home,” affects her so that she eventually repents and appreciates 

more than ever, the place God gave her in the family.  Additional stories along the same theme follow. 

 

 

Strawberry Girl     Lenski  3 pts.  4+ RL 

(1946 Newbery) 

 

Birdie Boyer was a Florida Cracker.  She belonged to a large family who lived on a flat woods farm in the lake 

section of the state.  They raised strawberries for a living.  Through all the hazards of the uncertain crop, Birdie 

dreamed of an education.  In the end she won not only the title of “strawberry girl,” but ” book learning” as 

well.   

 

 

*Stuart Little      White  2 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Stuart is a most unusual mouse.  He has been born into a human family, and because he is only two inches high, 

he wears small clothes and carries miniature dimes made out of foil.  It is sometimes useful to be so small 

because Stuart is able to rescue a ring that has slipped down a drain, un-jam piano keys, and navigate a toy 

sailboat during a boat race.  But sometimes Stuart gets into terrible scrapes! 

 

 

Summer of the Monkeys    Rawls  6 pts.  4+ RL 

 

In the late 1800s, a fourteen-year-old Ozark mountain boy spends the summer trying to catch monkeys escaped 

from a traveling circus.  He learns from his grandfather that the monkeys escaped from a circus and there is a 

big reward for anyone who finds them.  He knows the family needs money, so he is determined to catch the 

monkeys. 

 

 

*Summer of the Swans    Byars  3 pts.  4+ RL 

(1971 Newbery) 

 

Sara just tolerates her bossy aunt and her beautiful sister Wanda, but, above all, Sara loves her little brother 

Charlie, who is mentally retarded.  Sara and Charlie spend a lot of time together watching the swans on the lake.  

At first, Sara is absorbed with her own concerns, especially her appearance, but when Charlie disappears in the 

middle of the night, Sara starts to think about someone else instead. 

 



 

Sweet Land of Liberty    Coffin  14 pts.  8 RL 

 

Surely there is a meaning of history; else what are we living for? In this volume, you will see how Tyranny and 

Wrong have fought against Liberty and Justice, but how Tyranny and Wrong have gone down before it. Men 

die, generations come and go, but ideas live on. Throughout all the narratives of wars, massacres, and 

bloodshed, you will see Right, Justice and Liberty ever advancing. 

 

 

Swiftly Tilting Planet, A    L’Engle 5 pts.  5+ RL 

 

In 24 hours, a mad dictator will destroy the universe by declaring nuclear war—unless fifteen-year-old Charles 

Wallace can go back in time to change one of the many Might-Have-Beens in history.  In a suspenseful journey 

through time, Charles Wallace psychically enters four different people from other eras.  As he witnesses first-

hand the transformation of civilization from peaceful to warring times, his very existence is threatened, but the 

alternative is far worse.  This book is a companion to the Newbery Award winner A Wrinkle in Time, A Wind in 

the Door, and Many Waters. 

 

 

*Swiss Family Robinson, The   Wyss  8 pts.  3+ RL 

 

The Robinson family—husband, wife, four sons, and two dogs—are shipwrecked and cast ashore on a desert 

island near New Guinea.  They build a tree house for protection from wild animals and survive by eating 

penguin and worms.  They face many dangers, including a boa constrictor, wolves, bears, and a lion, but the 

Robinsons gradually learn to view their wilderness hideaway as their home. 

 

 

*Tale of Two Cities     Dickens 12 pts.  9+ RL 

 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times”—it was the tumultuous era of the French Revolution.  Set in 

London and Paris during the bloody days of the French Revolution, this is an exciting historical novel.  Dr. 

Manette, long-time prisoner in the Bastille, is restored to his daughter Lucie.  A complication arises when 

Lucie’s husband, a French aristocrat named Charles Darnay, is tried for treason against the French. 

 

 

Tales from Shakespeare    Lamb  1 pt.  6+ RL 

(each play) 

 

Shakespeare’s fourteen comedies and six tragedies retold in prose.  The writers bring vividly alive the power of 

Hamlet and Othello and others. 

 

 

Tales of Peter Parley About America, The  Goodrich 2 pts.  3+RL 

 

In this, the first of the Peter Parley books, the reader is taken through Boston, New York, Hartford, and 

Charleston; introduced to the life of the American Indian in 1750; shown the countries of  Peru and Brazil; and 

given a brief history of America from the landing of Columbus to the end of the Revolutionary War.  In this 

book 44 woodcuts show the people, events and places that Peter Parley describes.   

 

 

*Tanglewood Tales     Hawthorne 4 pts.  7+ RL 

 



This book includes six classic legends of Greek mythology.  Read about the exploits of Theseus as he wrestles 

with a fearful monster, Jason’s pursuit of the Golden Fleece, and Ulysses’s encounter with an evil enchantress 

who changes men into pigs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarzan       Burroughs 5 pts.            9+ RL 

(& sequels) 

 

As the rich Lord Greystoke, Tarzan finds himself the target of greedy, evil men.  In The Beasts of Tarzan, Lord 

Greystoke is stranded on a desert island and fights the evil men who have kidnapped his family.  In The Son of 

Tarzan, a civilized young boy journeys to the jungle where his father was raised. 

 

 

Taste of Blackberries, A    Smith  2 pts.  4 RL 

 

Jamie is special, full of surprises, unpredictable. He can get into trouble and then out of it. He courts danger and 

always escapes. And he has an answer for every impossible question. But when something sudden and terrible 

happens to Jamie, his best friend has to face the tragedy alone. Now there are questions that not even Jamie 

could have answered. How could Jamie be alive one minute and then the next, gone forever? How can some 

things, like flowers or playing games in the sun or the taste of blackberries Jamie loved, go on without him and 

still be so full of joy and pleasure? 

 

 

Teddy’s Button     LeFeuvre 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Teddy, the son of a deceased war hero, never tires of telling his father’s story, and longs to be a soldier himself 

one day.  He discovers a higher calling however---to be a soldier in the King’s army, which requires holding 

high His banner of love.  Teddy discovers his worst enemy is himself, and readers will all relate as he battles the 

enemy. 

 

 

*That Hideous Strength    Lewis  16 pts.           10 RL 

 

Lewis’s famous space trilogy will open up new worlds to you.  In this exciting series of stories, Dr. Ransom 

visits faraway planets, where he encounters incredible geological formations and space creatures that snap 

vicious jaws.  Here Ransom experiences worlds free from sin and creatures tempted to rebel against their 

Creator.  All the books in this trilogy emphasize the intense spiritual battles waged between the Bent (or Evil) 

One and the Lord and Ruler of all. 

 

 

That Printer of Udell’s    Wright  8pts. 5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Dick Falkner enters Boyd City hungry and without work.  He finds the church unresponsive to his plight and is 

quickly labeled a “tramp.”  Having been a printer by trade, he obtains work at George Udell’s print shop and 

grapples with the church member vs. Christian distinction.  Many dramas unfold in the story, but as Dick thinks 

through what it really means to behave in a Christ-like manner, all of Boyd City is affected and transformed. 



 

 

Theater Shoes     Streatfeild 5pts.  5+RL 

 

When orphans Sorrel, Mark, and Holly are sent to live with their grandmother, a renowned actress, she enrolls 

them in the Children’s Academy of Dancing and Stage Training.  Each child reacts differently to their new 

situation. 

 

 

These Happy Golden Years    Wilder 5pts.   3+RL 

 

Fifteen-year-old Laura Ingalls takes a teaching position in a run-down school twelve miles from her home.  The 

job is extremely trying, as many of her pupils are taller than she is, and she longs for weekends, when Almanzo 

arrives in his sleigh to take her home.  Their romance continues… 

 

 

Thimble Summer     Enright 4 pts.  5+ RL 

 

A few hours after nine-year-old Garnet Linden finds a silver thimble in the dried-up riverbed near her 

southwestern Wisconsin home, amazing things start to happen.  The summer proves to be interesting and 

exciting in so many different ways.  Every day brings adventure of some kind to Garnet and her best friend, 

Citronella.  As far as Garnet is concerned, the thimble is responsible for each good thing that happens during 

this magic summer – her thimble summer. 

 

 

Thirty-nine Steps, The    Buchan 3 pts.            6 RL 

 

Richard Hannay is confounded by the appearance of a stranger in his apartment, who tells him of an 

international plot.  And he is terrified to later find the stranger stabbed in his bedroom.  Suddenly suspected of 

murder, Hannay must flee London.  So begins a thrilling chase as Hannay flies for his life and tries to avert the 

start of war between England and Germany.   Written in the 1940’s, the story is one of the first international spy 

thrillers and the first of Richard Hannay’s adventures.   

 

 

Three Musketeers, The    Dumas 15 pts.  11+RL 

 

The Three Musketeers (1844) is full of intrigue, swordplay, and revenge.  It is the story of d’Artagnan, a young 

nobleman who travels to Paris in hopes of joining the Musketeers, a group of swashbuckling adventurers who 

serve King Louis XIII.  His wit and fighting ability make d’Artagnan a welcome addition to their ranks, and 

together the four young men work to foil the King’s evil rival, Cardinal Richelieu.   

 

 

Three Weavers, The     Johnston 1pt.  5+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is the story of three fathers, all weavers by trade, who each had a daughter born to them on the same day.  

Each father was visited by Clotho, the watcher of weavers, and was given a tiny golden loom for his daughter, 

with the promise that a prince would some day seek to marry her.  The story illustrates the three different 

approaches taken by the fathers to prepare their daughters for their princes. 

 

 

Through Gates of Splendor    Elliot  7 pts.  9+ RL 



 

This is an account of five missionaries who were killed by the Auca Indians in Ecuador in 1956.  Taken 

primarily from the men’s own diaries, letters, and writings, it is as much a character study of five likable young 

men inspired by faith as an illuminating view of a missionary’s life in another culture.   

 

 

 

 

 

Through the Looking Glass    Carroll  3 pts. 5+ RL 

 

The 1872 sequel to Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland finds Carroll’s inquisitive heroine in a fantastic land 

where everything is reversed.  Alice encounters talking flowers, madcap kings and queens, and strange 

mythological characters when she becomes a pawn in a bizarre chess game involving Humpty Dumpty, 

Tweedledum and Tweedledee, and other amusing nursery-rhyme characters. 

 

 

Time Machine, The     Wells  3 pts.  7+ RL 

 

The story of a man named the Time Traveler who constructs a time machine in which he ventures hundreds of 

thousands of years into the future.  The Time Traveler’s tale of the future is a disturbing vision of the human 

situation as it appeared to Wells in the late 19th century.    The Traveler encounters a community consisting of 

only two species of animals: the barbaric Morlocks and the gentle Eloi.   

 

 

Titus: A Comrade of the Cross   Kingsley 6pts.  6RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

The Gospels of the New Testament come alive as fictional characters Titus, Stephen, and their mother Prisca 

observe the man from Nazareth who has been causing quite a stir, performing miracles in the region.  Familiar 

stories from Scripture are sprinkled with the many daily events in the lives of these common people.  Follow 

Titus as he is kidnapped from the house of his father, Caiaphas, to the day he stands before Pilate, accused of 

being a thief and destined to be crucified along with Jesus the Nazarene.  Immerse yourself in the history of 

Christ’s time on earth in a new and intriguing way! 

 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird    Lee  7 pts.  7+ RL 

(1961 Pulitzer Prize) 

 

This is a novel of racial injustice in a small Southern town.  Set in Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, 

the story follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother Jem, and their father, Atticus—

three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman. 

 

 

Toby Tyler      Otis  5 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Classic story of a little orphan boy who runs away to join the circus, only to learn, unhappily, that his new 

employer is a cruel taskmaster.  He discovers, contrary to his expectations, that circus life is not always carefree 

and happy. 

 

 

Tom Brown at Oxford    Hughes 18 pts.  6+ RL 



 

This Victorian novel is a sequel to Tom Brown’s School Days.  The characters created are ones that you can 

laugh at while also appreciating their earnestness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Brown’s School Days    Hughes 7 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This book chronicles the life of a boy at an English boys’ boarding school.  Tom Brown, a student at Rugby 

School in the time of Thomas Arnold’s headmastership, is harassed by the school bully, Flashman, but 

overcomes his trials.  

 

 

Tom Gillies      Gladstone 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Tom Gillies, a troubled youth, is hired out to a baker by his parents so that he will become better disciplined.  

Find out how Tom begins the journey of seeking forgiveness for various naughty deeds he has done, 

experiences Christ’s love, and changes his ways while his so-called friend and tempter gets arrested and sent 

away.  It is only by God’s mercy and the love of Christian mentors that Tom is able to alter the course of his life 

and the lives of those he touches. 

 

 

Tomorrow      Edgeworth 2pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Basil loves putting everything off until tomorrow.  His father warns him that his bad habit of procrastination 

will be his undoing.  Basil believes that his pure genius will carry him through life, so he can afford to put 

things aside for another day.  His actions have disastrous consequences for him and his family.  He learns 

firsthand the truth found in Proverbs: “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring 

forth.” 

 

 

Tom Sawyer (The Adventures of)   Twain  7 pts.  6+ RL 

 

Tom Sawyer is one of the most endearing characters in American fiction.  His adventures include witnessing a 

murder, being a pirate, making an arch enemy, and finding his true love. From white washing fences to giving 

his cat pain killers, Tom is a troublesome boy.   

 

 

Tom Watkins’ Mistake    Leslie  2pts.  3RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Tom Watkins and his sister Hester learn a valuable lesson about honesty and the wise words, “Be sure your sin 

will find you out.”  Tom takes a job as an apprentice to a carpenter, while Hester learns to be a kitchen-maid at 

nearby Fernfield Chase.  Over time, Tom is caught taking nails and small pieces of wood home from work, so 

he can build a rabbit hutch.  He is fired, labeled a thief, and cannot find any other work in town, bringing shame 

to his mother and father.  Although he tries to warn Hester not to follow in his footsteps, she too brings home 



leftover tarts and scraps of fabric from Fernfield Chase, though forbidden to do so.  They suffer nearly tragic 

consequences for their dishonesty, but God works to turn things around through it all. 

 

 

Treasure Island     Stevenson 5 pts.  5+ RL 

 

This is a  classic pirate yarn.  On the ultimate treasure hunt, young Jim Hawkins finds himself battling the 

infamous Long John Silver. 

 

 

Treasure Seekers, The    Nesbit  5 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Here we find a story about a small group of children who try and earn money to help their father (an 

unsuccessful businessman). The six Bastable children find inventive ways to make a shilling or two.  Along the 

way, the children, meet lots of characters in turn-of-the-century England.   

 

 

Tree in the Trail     Holling 2 pts.  4+ RL 

 

This is the story of a cottonwood tree that watched the pageant of history on the Santa Fe Trail where it stood, a 

landmark to travelers and a peace-medicine tree to Indians, for over 200 years. 

 

 

True Stories of Great Americans for Young Americans **Hamby   7pts. 3+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This collection of mini-biographies is easily read and much enjoyed.  It features such great Americans as 

George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Edison, and Dolly Madison, as well as lesser-known people 

with equally interesting stories. 

 

 

Trumpet of the Swan    White  3 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Like the rest of his family, Louis is a trumpeter swan.  But unlike his four brothers and sisters, Louis can’t 

trumpet joyfully.  In fact, he can’t even make a sound.  And since he can’t trumpet his love, the beautiful swan 

Serena pays absolutely no attention to him.  Is a musical instrument the key to winning Louis his love. 

 

 

Trumpeter of Krakow, The    Kelly  5 pts.  7+ RL 

(1929 Newbery) 

 

This is a dramatic tale of 15th century Poland.  A Polish family in the Middle Ages guards a great secret treasure 

and a boy’s memory of an earlier trumpeter of Krakow makes it possible for him to save his father.  

 

 

Twenty-one Balloons, The    du Bois 2 pts.  3+ RL 

(1948 Newbery) 

 

Professor William Waterman Sherman leaves San Francisco and takes off in a journey to fly around the world 

in a hot-air balloon.  He crashes into the Pacific Ocean and is washed ashore the mysterious island of Krakatoa, 

and discovers a world of unimaginable wealth, eccentric inhabitants, and incredible balloon inventions.  

 



 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea  Verne  12 pts.           10+ RL 

 

Professor Aronnaz starts out on a hunt to destroy an infamous sea monster, only to find that harpoons are 

useless on the creature.  Instead of conquering the monster, the Professor and his crew find themselves 

conquered – captured by a mysterious Captain Nemo, who makes them prisoners on his submarine Nautilus.  

Many adventures follow for these new “guests” of Captain Nemo.   

 

 

 

Two Ends of a Rope     Kyles  2pts.  5RL  
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This fascinating biography of William Carey details how a cobbler from Northamptonshire evolved into the 

most influential man India ever possessed.  He spent forty years there, translating the Bible into many different 

languages and also fought to end many of the horrific practices going on in India.  The title Two Ends of a Rope, 

is taken from the motto he had after helping form the Baptist Missionary Society.  When deciding they should 

begin their work by sending somebody to India he proclaimed to his colleagues, “Well, I will go down if you 

hold the rope!” 

 

 

Two Little Knights of Kentucky   Johnston 3 pts.  5+ RL 

 

When eight-year-old Keith and his older brother Malcolm encounter a homeless boy, they find a way to express 

their idealism by righting wrongs in a knightly manner. 

 

 

Two Little Savages     Seton  11 pts.  3+ RL 

 

Set in Ontario in the last quarter of the 19th century.  Yan is a sickly city boy who goes to visit his cousin Sam in 

the country to recover his health.  They gradually become better acquainted, making allowances for each other’s 

differing experiences, perspectives and education.  The book is filled with fascinating wood lore information, 

skills and techniques that explain what the boys are discovering. 

 

 

Two Towers, The     Tolkien 13 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This continues the tale of adventure begun in The Fellowship of the Ring.  The Fellowship was scattered.  Some 

were bracing hopelessly for war against the ancient evil of Sauron.  Some were contending with the treachery of 

the wizard Saruman.  Only Frodo and Sam were left to take the accursed Ring of Power to be destroyed in 

Mordor – the dark Kingdom where Sauron was supreme.  Their guide was Gollum, deceitful and lust-filled, 

slave to the corruption of the Ring.  

 

 

Uncle Remus      Harris  6 pts.  3+ RL 

 

 In 1880, Joel Chandler Harris, a moderate white Southern journalist, published this collection of black 

folktales, proverbs, songs and character sketches based on stories he had heard as a child. 

 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin     Stowe  14 pts.  9+ RL 

 



Uncle Tom’s Cabin charts the progress of fugitives who escape the chains of slavery from slavery to freedom 

and of a martyr who transcends all earthly ties.  The author, Harriet Beecher Stowe was appalled by slavery, and 

she took one of the few options open to 19th century women who wanted to affect public opinion. 

 

 

*Understood Betsy     Fisher  4 pts.  5 RL 

 

Elizabeth Ann’s life turns upside down when she leaves the city and her overprotective Aunt Frances and goes 

to live with her adult cousins in New England. Aunt Frances has always spoiled her, so Elizabeth Ann doesn’t 

know how to wash dishes, cook, or set the table. She is pale, thin and afraid of just about everything. However, 

after a year on the farm with her hard-working cousins, she overcomes her timid ways. When Aunt Frances 

comes to visit, she hardly recognizes her frail little niece. 

 

 

Under the Lilacs     Alcott  8 pts.  8+ RL 

 

The is the story of the adventures of Ben Brown, his performing poodle Sancho, and the two young girls who 

feed and care for them after the boy and dog run away from the circus.  It is full of laughter and tears and 

eventually a happy ending. 

 

  

Unfinished Tales     Tolkien 14 pts.  6+RL 

 

A New York Times bestseller for twenty-one weeks upon publication, Unfinished Tales is a collection of 

narratives ranging in time from Elder Days of Middle-Earth to the end of the War of the Ring, and further 

relates events as told in The Simarillion and The Lord of The Rings. The book concentrates on the lands of 

Middle-Earth and comprises Gandalf’s lively account of how he came to send the Dwarves to the celebrated 

party at Bag-End, the story of the emergence of the sea-god Ulmo before the eyes of Tuor and an exact 

description of the military organization of the Riders of Rohan and the journey of the Black Riders during the 

hunt for the Ring.  

 

 

Ungava      Ballantyne 10 pts.             5+RL    

 

Travel with a group of trappers as they undertake the long and dangerous journey to the northern extremities of 

Hudson's Bay to open a new trading post with the Eskimo.   

 

 

Velveteen Rabbit, The    Williams 1 pt.  3+ RL 

 

Nursery magic is very strange and wonderful, and only those playthings that are old and wise and experienced 

like the Skin Horse understand all about it.   

 

 

Venture and Valor     **Hamby 3pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is a collection of four stories, written by various authors, in which men and women deal with danger and 

bravery under risky conditions.  Self-sacrifice, courage, and determination are all demonstrated for the reader, 

and valuable lessons can be learned. 

 

 



“Visit to William Blake’s Inn, A”   Willard 2 pts.  3+ RL 

(poetry-1982 Newbery) 

William Blake painted and wrote his marvelous books nearly 200 years ago.  Inspired by Blake’s work, Nancy 

Willard has written a book of magical poems about life at an imaginary inn, run by none other than William 

Blake himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

Voyage of the Dawn Treader, The   Lewis  5 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Book #5 in The Chronicles of Narnia.  Through an enchanted painting, Edmund and Lucy, accompanied by 

their unwilling and unpleasant cousin Eustace, once again enter the magical world of Narnia.  They embark on a 

noble voyage aboard the magnificent ship Dawn Treader, to find the seven lords of Narnia who were banished 

during the dark rule of Caspian’s evil uncle Miraz. 

 

 

Voyages of Dr. Doolittle    Lofting 6 pts.  5+ RL 

(1923 Newbery) 

 

This is the story of the adventures of a little boy and a doctor who knows how to speak animals. 

 

 

Wanderings of Clare Skymer, The   MacDonald 4 pts.  6+ RL 

 

A homeless wanderer through the countryside of 19th century England, young Clare Skymer finds adventure 

among tramps, thieves, wild animals and fellow refugees from society, and perseveres through his devotion to 

God. 

 

 

War of the Worlds, The    Wells  5pts.  9+RL 

 

Considered the granddaddy of all alien invasion stories by many, it chronicles the invasion of Earth by the 

inhabitants of neighboring Mars.  It has arguably the most famous opening line in science fiction history: “No 

one would have believed in the last years of the 19th century that this world was being watched keenly and 

closely by intelligence greater than man’s.” 

 

 

Water Babies      Kingsley 3 pts.  6+ RL 

 

Tom, a chimney sweep, realizes how grimy his body is when he stumbles into the bedroom of a little girl named 

Ellie.  He runs away, falls into a river, and is transformed into a water-baby.  In his new underwater existence, 

he meets a variety of fanciful creatures, including Mrs. Doasyouwouldbedoneby and Mrs. Bedonebyasyoudid, 

who take on his moral reeducation so that he can be reunited with Ellie.  This story was a favorite with Queen 

Victoria, who read it to her children. 

 

 

Watership Down     Adams 14 pts.  8 RL 

 

The story follows a warren of Berkshire rabbits fleeing the destruction of their home by a land developer.  As 

they search for a safe haven, skirting danger at every turn, we become acquainted with the band and its 



compelling culture and mythos.  As much about freedom, ethics, and human nature as it is about a bunch of 

bunnies looking for a warm hidey-hole and their mates. 

 

 

Westward Ho      Kingsley 17 pts.  8+ RL 

 

From the coral reefs of the Barbados to the great sea battle with the Spanish Armada, to the exploration of 

North America, this vibrant novel captures the daring spirit of Elizabethan adventurers who sailed with Sir 

Francis Drake.  

 

What Is Her Name?     Edersheim 3pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

A lonely old Jewish man takes in a sweet Gentile child whose mother has died.  The only possession the girl has 

is her mother’s Bible, which she reads and quotes faithfully.  Her belief in a loving and forgiving Savior causes 

him to question his own ritualistic religion and worship of a God who is distant and judgmental.  The story 

takes an interesting twist as the mystery of the child’s true parents unfolds. 

 

 

What Katy Did     Coolidge 5 pts.  6+ RL 

 

Katy, the spunky and eldest of the Carr children, leads the other five on imaginative adventures, much to the 

consternation of Aunt Izzie, who cares for them.  Balancing on the ice house roof, holding poetry recitations in 

the loft, and playing the game of Kikeri in the dark are only a few.  All this changes with the inspirational visit 

of Cousin Helen.   

 

 

Wheel on the School     De Jong 6 pts.  4+ RL 

(1955 Newbery) 

 

Set in a small Dutch fishing village, this is the story of a young girl and her simple composition about the storks 

that build their nests in neighboring villages.  When the children wonder why the storks don’t nest in their 

village, the stage is set for a dramatic challenge against all odds. 

 

 

When We Were Very Young    Milne  2 pts.  4+ RL 

 

A.A. Milne’s writing reaches the hearts of readers of all ages.  His poems weave together the worlds of reality 

and enchanting make believe. 

 

 

Where the Red Fern Grows    Rawls  6 pts.  4+ RL 

 

The story about a ten-year-old boy growing up in the Ozark mountains with his inseparable coonhounds.  It 

warms the hearts of young and old alike when he teaches them to be champion hunters. 

 

 

White Dove, The     Schmid 1pt.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 



In sacrificially giving her precious white dove to a friend, Agnes and her family are miraculously saved from 

robbers intending to do great harm to the family.  Friendship and sacrifice are the themes with knights and 

nobles mixed in!  

 

 

White Fang      London 6 pts.  7+ RL 

 

This is a classic adventure novel detailing the savagery of life in the northern wilds.  Part-wolf and part-dog, 

orphaned White Fang relies on his instincts as well as his inborn strength and courage to survive in the Yukon 

wilderness despite both animal and human predators, but eventually comes to make his peace with man.   

 

 

White Knights, The     Cule  3pts.  5RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Three boys determine to form an order of knights, using as their motto King Arthur’s ideal, “To ride about 

redressing human wrongs.”  Their adventures vary, but all result in the betterment of the lives they touch. 

 

 

White Stallion of Lipizza    Henry  3pts.  4+RL 

 

A young boy named Hans dreams of one day working with the famed stallions of Lipizza.  However, he comes 

from a family of bakers, and doubts he’ll ever get the chance to become a rider.  One day, he is invited to watch 

the extraordinary Ballet of Lipizzaners, and his life is changed forever! 

 

 

Wide Wide World   Volume I   Warner 11 pts.  5+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Young Ellen Montgomery’s childhood is turned upside down when her mother becomes ill and has to set sail 

across the ocean to Europe under doctor’s orders, leaving Ellen behind.  She is sent to live in the country with a 

distant and unfriendly aunt.  Aunt Fortune seems determined to make Ellen miserable, but Ellen is befriended 

by a sweet Christian neighbor named Alice, who mentors her and becomes like a big sister to her.  With Alice’s 

help, Ellen attempts to learn and apply the Bible’s instructions for dealing with the many difficult situations she 

faces. 

 

 

Wide Wide World   Volume II   Warner 10 pts.  5+RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

Ellen’s adventures continue as she meets new friends and endures the harsh treatment of her guardian aunt.  

Tragically, Ellen’s mother passes away, and her father is lost at sea.  She is eventually allowed to live with her 

adoring friend, Alice, and Alice’s brother, John.  They informally adopt her and teach her much about being a 

beacon for Christ.  In a twist caused by Aunt Fortune’s selfishness, Ellen’s life is changed again.  Discover how 

her faith helps her to endure. 

 

 

Wild Trek      Kjelgaard 4pts.  5+RL 

 

Stranded in the storm-blasted mountains, a brave snow dog and his master battle for survival. 

This is another of Jim Kjelgaard’s thrilling dog stories. 

 



 

Will James Cowboy Book, The   James  3 pts.  4+ RL 

 

A collection of short stories, including such favorites as “Tom and Jerry” from All in the Day’s Riding and “A 

Range Colt” from Smoky, the Cowhorse are included in this book.  This book also has instructions on how to 

read brands.   

 

 

Wind in the Door, A     L’Engle 4 pts.  5+ RL 

 

Meg Murry can’t help but be worried when her six-year-old brother, Charles Wallace, announces there are 

dragons in the vegetable garden.  He’s so bright and so different from other kids, he’s getting bullied at school, 

and he is also strangely, seriously ill.  But Charles Wallace is right about the dragons—actually a friendly entity 

who has come to help Charles fight his sickness.   

 

 

Wind in the Willows, The    Grahame 5 pts.  8+ RL 

 

This book tells of the escapades of four animal friends who live along a river in the English countryside—Toad, 

Mole, Rat, and Badger.  When Mole goes boating with the Water Rat instead of spring-cleaning, he discovers a 

world he never knew about.  As well as the river and the Wild Wood, there is Toad’s craze for fast travel – 

which leads him and his friends on a whirl of trains, barges, gipsy caravans and motor cars, into a lot of trouble 

and even to battle. 

 

 

Winnie the Pooh     Milne  3 pts.  4+ RL 

 

Here’s where Pooh’s adventures all begin!  This book tells of the adventures of Christopher Robin and his 

friends, in which Pooh Bear uses a balloon to get honey, Piglet meets a Heffalump, and Eeyore has a birthday. 

 

 

Winter Danger     Steele  2 pts.  3+ RL 

 

A young pioneer boy must adjust to settled frontier life when his father leaves him with relatives and returns to 

the woods. 

 

 

Winter’s Folly     Walton 3pts.  4RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This is the captivating story of a stranger with a secret past who moves to a small English village.  He lives 

secluded and angry until his heart is softened by caring notes of Christ’s love, left at his door by the town 

clergyman’s daughter.  As a friendship between the two grows, he reveals more and more of his troubled life.  

His golden years are spent growing close to the Lord, and he is blessed when a long-time dream comes true. 

 

 

 

Witch of Blackbird Pond, The   Speare  5 pts.  5+ RL 

(1959 Newbery) 

 



Orphaned, Kit Tyler goes to live with relatives in a stern Puritan community.  She is lonely and miserable until 

she meets another loner--a mysterious woman known as the Witch of Blackbird Pond.  When Kit’s friendship 

with the woman is discovered, she is faced with suspicion, fear, and anger.  She herself is accused of witchcraft! 

 

 

Wizard of Oz, The     Baum  3 pts.   4 RL 

 

An enchanting, make-believe world, populated with amusing, incredible, and marvelous creatures, unfolds to 

readers who travel with Dorothy and her little black dog, Toto, on the yellow brick road to the Emerald City of 

the wonderful Wizard of Oz. On the journey, Dorothy meets a Scarecrow, a Tin Woodman and a Cowardly 

Lion, each with very special needs. All Dorothy wants is to return to Uncle Henry and Aunt Em in Kansas. The 

companions elect to go to the Emerald City to beg the Great Oz to grant their wishes, never realizing the 

dangers of the trip. 

 

Wonder Book, A     Hawthorne 4 pts.  6+ RL 

 

This book contains versions of six classical myths.  They remain essentially the same, after changes that would 

affect the identity of almost anything else.  The stories include: Tanglewood Porch; The Golden Touch; The 

Paradise of Children; The Three Golden Apples; The Miraculous Pitcher; and The Chimaera. 

 

 

Wrestler of Philippi, The    Newberry 8pts.  6RL 
   (Lamplighter Book) 

 

This captivating novel takes place in early Rome, when Christians are being persecuted.  At the same time, 

many Romans are awakening to the reality of the one true God.  An interesting blend of relationships develops 

between the two groups. 

 

 

Wrinkle in Time, A     L’Engle 4 pts.  4+ RL 

(1963 Newbery) 

 

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers in a search for Meg’s father, who 

disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government.  Other titles in this series include A Wind in the 

Door, A Swiftly Tilting Planet, and Many Waters. 

 

 

Wuthering Heights     Bronte  9 pts.           11+ RL 

 

In 19th century Yorkshire, the passionate attachment between a headstrong young girl and a foundling boy 

brought up by her father causes disaster for them and many others, even in the next generation.     

 

 

Yearling, The      Rawlings 12 pts.  7+ RL 

 

A young boy living in the Florida backwoods is forced to decide the fate of a fawn he has lovingly raised as a 

pet.  A glowing picture of a life refreshingly removed from modern patterns of living is universal in its 

revelation of simple courageous people and the beliefs they must live by. 

 

 

Young Fur Traders, The:  A Tale of the Far North    Ballantyne 11 pts.   5+RL 

 



Set in the early nineteenth century, young Charlie Kennedy, living in the Canadian arctic colony known as the 

Red River Settlement, longs to explore the wilderness.  His father, an old fur trader, hopes to convince his son 

to become a clerk by recounting the dangers of a trapper's life, but the stories only inspire the boy more to 

explore the vast Canadian wilds.    


